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PBEFACË. 



Thèse biief biographies hare been entitled 
" Sketches of Naval Meo" in préférence to adopting 
a more ambitions term, for the two followingreasons: 
In tbe fiist place, llie narratives are confined princi- 
pally to public events ; -while, in the second, it may 
be questioned if wj naval man of tbis countiy bas, 
as jety become so iar idwtified with histoiy as to 
resder bis personal qnalitîes and private life of soffi- 
cient national interest to be properly laid before tbe 
world. There may, posàbly, be one or two ci- 
ceplions to tbis rule, but, as a vhole, the country 
bas, little ta do widi the careers of tbis class of its 
servants bejond tbeir public services, Whenever 
it bas been in our power, we bave included in 
thèse sketcbes, notwitbstanding, sucb leading per» 
ROnal facts and traits as may answer the purpôse of 



4 PEEFACE. 

gÎTÎng to ouT labours flte geiieral> characters of 
biographies. 

Thèse sketches originallj appeared in Graham's 
Magazine, a periodical for wbich Qxj were ex- 
pressly Tmtten. The présent opportuni^ for en- 
larging, correcfing, and, it is hoped, for improvmg 
iheta, bas not been negleeted. Many errors of the 
press, and some mistakes in fâcts, haye been at- 
tended to, wbUe new matter is occasionally intro- 
duced, as authentic materials bave been obtùned, 
Ûmtug^ the attention tbat has been dnfWQ to the 
sabject by means of the foimer publication. In 
■ the cases of Paul Jones and Oliver Hazard Perry, 
in particular, Ihe first appearance of the respective 
^etches brought into Oui bands a condderable 
amount of additional documents that bave thrown 
new li^t on the sereral careen of those two offi- 
cfSts, In the case of Paul Jones, it is tnie that our 
testimony is derived from relatives, and to a cert^ 
point is to be received wiÛi caution ; ail expérience 
proving that tbe opinions of near fiiends are not to 
be accepted, in such cases, as guides for the world. 
Proof is proof, nevertheleas, -«ben ail its conditions 
aie fulfilled, let it corne from what qtiarter it may. 

The appearance of the ori^al sketch on Penj 
vas &e cause of very ample documents and pioo& 
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lunug beeo sent to as b; a perfecSy inqnrtial 
vitaess. Theeé proofs go to ehow âiat we had 
&Ueii inte Bome errois. The eirois alluded to are 
of no great momcot, howerer, as they relate to 
public ereots; our sccount of the battle of Lalcç 
£rie, being, in ail essentials, folljr snBtûned by flke 
évidence of this new ^tness. 

Tbese sketches will be continued, certïdnly bo 
&r as to înclude ail (bat may hâve been previoasly 
pnblished in Grabam, and posàbly slill iârtber. 

Ereiy wiîter bas bis cwn scale of greatoesa and 
bis own degrees of eulp^um. It bas been oor aim 
to do' justice to tbe différent subjects as tbey hare 
been presented to us, wbile we iiare endeavoured 
to avoid the exaggeration that, in Some measure, 
may b« said to hare comipted the public taste, 
rendering it tnsatiate of tiie imposEdble ratber than 
of flie tnie. The degree of knowledge that bas 
been brou^t to the exécution of thia task must be 
judged of by flie t&etches themselves. But on one 
point we feel ourselres strong; and that is, the 
certainty we hâve written equàlly witbout undue 
préjudices or partialitieE. Mistakes we bave doubt- 
less made ; tbey are inséparable from histoiy in 
erery shape ; but the eilY>rs into ^lich we may 
hâve fallen are sudi as bdong to tbe difficul^ of 
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6 t FBEFACE. 

obtaintDg imadulterated tnith laâier than to desiga 
or neg^gence. We feel greiA confidence in saying, 
&at no public^ cootroverted point bas been n^- ' 
lected by us, und âiat we feel die honest convictiott ' 
of haying treated ereiy one of them iâir^, if not 
iutclligendjr. 
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NAVAL BIOGKAPHT. 



BAINBKÏDGE. 

Dk, H&rsib, ia his " Life and Serricea" of tliis dis- 
' tin^alied oŒcer, says that "The ancestor of Commo- 
dore Bainbridge, who, ia the year 1600, aettled iu the 
province of New Jersey, waa the son of Sir Arthur 
Bainbridge, of Durham county, England." As no 
■ portioQ <^ the old United S^tes waa aettled aa early as 
1600, and the province of New Jersey, ia particular, 
waa organized only abont the jniddle of the seventeenth 
centuiy, the date, in this inatanc«, is an oversight, or a 
mîsprint ; though the account of the anceator ia probably 
accuiate. The famiJy of the late Commodore Bain- 
bridge was of respectable stapding, beyond a question, 
both in the colony and state of New Jersey, and its con- 
neclitns were piincipally among peracms of the higher 
classes of aociety. His father was a physician of local 
eminence, in the early part of his life, who remored to 
New York about the commencement of the Révolution, 
where he left a fair professionai and peraonal réputation. 
■The fourth son of Dr. Bainbridge waa William, tiie 
aubject of oui memoir. He waa bom at Princetoa, 
New Jersey, then the résidence of his iather, May 7th, 
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10 NATAL BIOOBAPBY. 

1774. Hia fairlh must hâve occuned but a ehort time . 
before tbe remoTol i^ the &mily to New Yoïk. The 
maiden name of Mis. Baiabridge, the mother of Wil- 
liam, was Taylor ; a lady of Moninouth county, in the 
same colony; aud her father, a man of coDsidemble 
estate, undertook to superintend the educaiiw of the 
child. 

Yonng Bainbridge was c£ au athletic, manly fiame, 
and eaily showed a bold spirit, and a loye of enterpriee. 
This tempérament vna likely to intsifere with étudies 
directed to#ard a libeial éducation, and, at the eaily 
âge of fifleen, his importunitles prevailed on hia friends 
to allow him to go to sea. This must hâve been about 
■the time wben the présent foim of govermnent want 
firet'into opération, and the trade and navigation of the 
country began to revive. In that day the republic had 
no marine ; the old Alliance frigate, the favoaiite ship 
of the Bevolution, then sailîng out of the port at which 
young Bainbridge first embarked, as an Indiamon. 

Philadelphia, for many years afier the peace of 1783, 
produced the best seamen of America. Other ports, 
doubtless, had as haidy and as adventnious mariners, 
but the nicety of the art was better taught and prac- 
tiaed in the Delaware-river vessels than in any other 
portion of the country. This advantage waa thoughl to 
be owing to the length of the river and bay, which re- 
quired more ekborete évolutions to take a ship success- 
fiiBy through, than ports that fay contiguous tû the sea. 
The same superiority bas long been claimed for London, 
and for tbe same reason, each place having a long and 
intricate navigation, among ahoals, and in atide's'way, 
before its wharves can be reached. The conparative 
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BAiNfiatoes. 11 

décline of tlie navigalicai of theee two tom» îs to be at- 
tributed to the rery difficnltiea which mode expeit sea- 
men, though the ratt amount of aupplies lequired by the 
English capital, for its own consumption, causes great 
bodies of sbippiDg edll to fréquent the ThameB. ' It is 
aiso probable tbat the Buperioiity formerly clalmed for 
the seamen of thèse two towns, was in part ombg to the 
circomstances that, being the capitals of theii respectÎTa 
countries, diey were then in advance of other ports, both 
aa to the 'Oitf, geneially, and aa to the wealth ELecessary 
to exhibit them. . 

Toang Biunbridge, conseqnently, enjoyed Qie advan- 
tage of being trained, as a seaman, in what was then 
the highest American school. Singulaily handstnne 
and prepossessing in his appearance, of a vigoions, and 
Gommanding &ame, with tbe foundation of a good édu- 
cation, âtl aided by respectable connections, ho was 
mode an oScer in the third year of his service. When 
eighteen, Ke sailed as chief mate a[ a sliip in the Dutch 
ttade, and on his fîrst voyage, in thia capacily, he reco- 
rered the vegsel from the hands of mutineeia, by his 
Personal intiepidity and physical activity. In th^ fol- 
lowing year, when baiely nineteen, the ownets gave 
him eommand of tbe same shîp, Fiom this time down 
to the period of kis joining tbe navy, Bainbridge con- 
tinued in eommand of diSèrent mercliant vessels, ail of 
which were employed in tbe Etiropean trader which was 
then Garried on, by tbis country, in the height and ez- 
oitemeut of the war that succeeded tbe Frencb Terolu- 
tion. 

Occasicms weie noi wanting, by which Bainbridge 
could prore his dauntless resolution, even'in eommand 
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bf a peacefiil and sl^tly anoed merchantniBii. tu 
1796) wliilst in conummd of the Hape, of Philadelphia, 
he waB lying in the Qaiomie, and was hailed by anotliez 
American to corne and aid in queUing a mutiny. Tliis 
he dîd ia pereoa ; though hia lifa had nearly been the 
sacrifice, owing to an exploGiœi of gunpowder. The 
saroe seaBcm. while ehapiog his couree for ooe of the 
West India islanda, the Hope vaa attacked by a small 
Britiflh privateer, of dght g^ns and thirty men, bein^ 
heiself aimed with foor nincE, and having a qvw of only 
eleren soola before the mast— an equipinent then peiv 
mitted, by the laws, for the purpoeea of défonce ouly. 
The privateer commenced the engagement without 
shcming any colon; but receiTÎDg a broadeide Ëraa 
the Hope, she hoisted Koglish, in the expectalioa of 
intimidnting her antagcmiaL La thia, however, the 
BssaiJmit was mistaken j Bainbridge, who had hii colon 
âying from the fiist, continued hie fiie until he actuaUy 
Goupelled the privaleei to lower her flag, The latter 
yraa much eut up, and lost seveial iqbii. Tbs Hope. 
eacaped with but Uttie jnj^iiy, Although he had teax- 
pelled his assEÛbnt to submili it would not bave been 
tegal for Bainbridge to tahe possession of the pme. 
He even decUned boarding her, mpet piobably lieepîng 
in view the feeblenesa of his own oomplemest ; bnt, 
hailing the privateer, he told her cotnniandei to go to 
hia employers and let them Icnow they mustsend some 
one else to capture the Hope if they had occasion for 
that ship. It was piobably owing to this little aSdl, 
as well as to his gênerai standing as a ship-master, that 
Bainbridge subsequently entered the navy with the lank 
be obtoined 
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Not long sfter the action with the privateer, while 
bomewàrd bbu&d again, a man waa impreased fimiv 
Bainbridgc's ship, by aa English craiser. The board- 
,, mg officer commenced by laking the iirst mate, on 
account of hjs name, Allen M'Hinsey, insisting that 
the man must be a Scotchman ! This singular speciea 
of bgic was often appUed on such occasions, even his- 
torianâ of a later day claimlng auch menas M'Donough 
and Connei, on the supposition that they must be Irish, 
from their femily appellations. Mr. WlCinsey, who 
■was a native Philadelphian, on a. hînt âx^m Bainbridge, 
anned himself, and refused to quit his own ship ; where- 
upon the EngUsh Ueutenant seized a foremast hand and 
bore hira ofT, in spite of hia proteatationa of being an 
American, and the évidence of hia commander. Bain- 
bridge waa indignant at thia outrage — then, however, 
of almost daily occurrence on the high seas— -and, 
finding his own remonstraocea disregarded, he solemnly 
aasured the boarding officer that, if he fell in with an 
English veasel, of a force that would allow of such a 
retaliation, he would tate a man out of her to aupply 
the place of the seaman who was then carried away. 
This threat was treated with contempl, but it was put 
in exécution within a week ; Bainbridge actually seizïag 
a man on board an Enghah merchant-man, and that, 
too, of a force quite equal to his own, and carrying him 
into an American port. The shïp which impressed 
the man belonging to the Hope, was the tndefatigable. 
Sir Edward Pellew. 

Ail thèse lîttle a^rs contributed to give Bainbridge 
a merited réputation for spirit ; for, however illégal 
may bave been his course in impressing the EngUah- 
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man, tàe sailor himaelf waa quile content to teceiTQ 
higher vagee, and theie was a natuial justice in the 
measure that looked down the policy of natinos and 
the pijivisions of law. Shortly ailer this incident, ih.e 
agressions of France induced the establishment of 
the pieaent nary ; and the goveniment, aâei eraploying 
aU the old officers of the Révolution who remained, 
and who were fil fox semce, wa« compelled to go into 
the mercantile marine lo find men to fill the subt^dinate 
grades. The merchant service (rf America has ever 
been relatively mncb guperior to that of most otbei 
conntries. This haa been owing, in part, to tfae gieater 
diSiision of éducation ; in part, to the chaiacter of the 
institutions, which throws no discrédit aronnd any re- 
putable piWBuit ; and, in part, to the circumstance that 
the military marine has not been large enough to give 
empbyment to ail of the maritime enterprise and spirit 
of the nation. Owing to thèse unîled causes, the go- 
vemment of 1798 had much less difficulty in finding 
proper peisons U> put into its infant uavy than might 
hâve been anticipated; although it muât be allowed 
that some of the sélections, as usual, betrayed the in- 
fluence of undue lecommendattona, as weli aa of too 
partial friendahipg. 

The navy oSèiing a field exactly suited to ths ambi- 
tion and charactei of Bainbridge, he eagetly sought 
service in it, on hia retum from a voyage to Europe i 
Tiia arrivai oecuning a short time afler the ârst appoint- 
ments had been made. The third vessel which got to 
sea, undçr the new armoment, was the Delawore 20, 
Capt. Stephen DecatuT, the father of the illustrious 
office! of the same name ; and this vessel, a few days 
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ont, had captnied le Croyable 14* a Prench privateei 
that Bhe ibuud ciuisin^ in tlie Amencan waters. Le 
Cioyable wbs condemued, and puTchased by the iiary 
department; bein^immediately equipped fora cruiaer, 
' under the name of tlie KetaliBlion. Ta thiB veseel - 
' Bainbridge was appointed, witli tlie c<Hnmission of 
liButeoant-commandaiU ; a laiik thttt was subséquent^ - 
and nnwûely diopped ; for the fieater ihe numbet tk 
giadatione in a military serrice, while they are k^t 
withia the limits of pràctical necessity, the gieater is 
tlte-mcentiTe for exertion, the more fréquent the (po- 
motioEiSj ttnd the higher the discipline. First lieu* 
tenaiita, lieatenants-conunandant, exist, and must ezigt 
in fect, in every marine ; and if is throwing away the 
h<»ioaTabte induceraent of promotitHi, as well as some 
of the înâaetice of a conunission, Hot to hâve the nnk 
while we hâve the dutiea. It would be better for the 
navy did the station of first lieutenant, or lieutenant- 
conummdant, aow esist, those whoi hold the commis- 
tèoûB fiimishing officen to command the smaUest class 
of ressels, and the executive officera of ships of the 
Une and ingates. 

The Betaliation sailed for the West India station, itt 
September, 1T&8. Whik cruiaing offGaaâalaupe, the 
,f<dIowing Norember, the Montezuma sloop of war, 
Capt. Munay, and the brig Norfolk, Capt. Williams, in 
Company, thiee sail were made in die eaatem boaid, 
that were supposed to be Engtish; and two more 
atrangers appearing to the westward, Capt. Murray, 
who was the senior officer, made sail fot the latter, 
taking the Norfolk with him; whiie the Ret^iation 
was directed (o examine the vessela to the eastward 
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Tlàa Bepantted the consorts, which parted oa neaiiy 
opposite tacks. tlnfoitunately two of the vessels to 
the eastward prored to be French frigates, le YoloDtier 
86, Capt. St. Laurent, aad l'Inaurgente 32, Capt. Bar- 
leault. Tfae fîrst of tbese ships cairied 44 guQs, 
Fieuch eîgfateena, and the latter 4Û, Freïich twelveg. 
L'InBu^ente was one of the làstest ahips ihat âoated, 
and, g«ttmg the Betaliation underher guna, Boînbridge 
was compeUed to strike, aa résistance would h^ve been 
madueM. 

The prisoner vas taken on boaid {'Volontier, the two 
frigatea immedistely mHlting sail in chose of the Monte- 
'ziuna and Norfolk. . L'Instu^nte egaîn outstiipped 
her cooBon, and was soon a long distance ahead of hei. 
Capt. St. Laurent was the senior officer, and, the 
MontBzuma being a ship of some BÎze, he felt an an- 
, «asiness at pennitting the Insurgente to engage two 
advenaries, of whose force he was ignorant, tmsm;^ 
poited. In this uncettainty, lie delermined ta in- 
qtùie the force of the American vessels of hi^ pri- 
soner. Bainfaridge answered cooUy that the ship was 
a ressel of 88 long twelvea, and the brtg a vessel of 
20 long tùnea. This was neariy, if Ji<A qtùte, douhling 
the force of the two American cniiseis, and it induced 
the French commodore to show a signal of recall to hia 
consort. Capt, Baxreavilt, an exceedingly spirited 
officer, joined hia commander in a very ill-humci, in- 
fonning his auperior that he was on the point of 
capturing both the chases, when he was so inoppoi- 
tonely recalled. Thia indnced an ezplanation, when 
the nue practiaed by Bainbridga was exposed. In the 
moment of disappointment, the French officeia felt 
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mnch irritaled, but, appreciating the conduct of their 
prisoner moie justly, they soon Tecorered theii good 
bumoT, and nuraifested no further displeosure. 

The Retaliation and ber crew were carried into Bbb- 
seterre. OnboardtheVoloutierwaflGfen.Deafoumeaux, 
wlio was sent eut to aupersede Victor Hughes in hi» 
govermnent. Thia functionfljy waa very diplomatie, and 
he ent^fid into a negodation with Bainbriâge of a some- 
wbat equivocal chaiacter, leaving it a matter of doubt 
whethei an exchange of prisoneis, an arrangement of 
the main difficuHes between the two countiies, or a se- 
cret trade with his bwn island, and for his own partïculai 
benefiti was his real object. Ul treatment of the crew 
of the Retaliation followed; whetherby accident or de- 
sign is not Icnown, though the latter bas been suspected. 
It will be remembered that no war had been dec^red 
by either country, and that the captures by the Ameri- 
cana were purely retaliatory, and made in aelf-defence. 
Gen. Deafourneaui profited by thia circumstance to ac- 
comphsb his puTposes, afiècting not to conâidet the offi- 
ceis and people of the Retaliation as prieoners at aD. 
To tbis Bainbridge answeied that be regarded bimself 
and his late ciew, not only as prisoners of war, but as 
ill-treated prisoners, and that his powers now eztended 
no farther than to complète an eichange, After a pro- 
tmcted negotiationi Bainbridge and his crew were piaced 
in possession of ibe Retaliation again, ail the othei 
American prisoners in Guâdaloupe were put on boaid 
a cartel, and the two vessels were ordered for America. 
AccompanyingtheAmericans,wentaFrcnchgentleman, 
ostenaibly chai^d with the exchastge; but who was 
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believed to hare been a secret diplomatie tigoat <^ du 
Fiench goreniment. 

The conduct of Baiijbridge, througiiout thia rude 
isitiatioa ioto the public serrice, was approved by the 
govemmeot, and he was immediately promoted to the 
Tank of master-comniBiidaDt, and giren tlie Norfolk 18, 
the biig lie had saved &om captnie by bis addiess. In 
tbia vessel be joined Ibe squadicoi undei Com. Tnutua, 
who was cTuising in tbe yicinily of St. Kilts. Wbile 
oa tbat station, tbe Norfolk fell in witb and cbased a 
heaTy tbree-masted schooner. of wbicb she was on tho 
point of getting alongside, when both topmasts weie iost 
by canying sail, and tbe enemy escaped; The brig 
went into St. Kitta lo lepaii damages, and hère she col- 
lected a convoy of more than a hqndred seil, bound 
borne. Bainbiidge perfoimed a neat and délicate évo- 
lution, wbile in charge of this large trust. The convoy 
fell in with an enemy's &igate, when a signal was thrown 
ont for the vessels to disperse. Tbe Norfolk occupied 
tbe frigate, and induced berto chase, taking cate tolead 
ber ofi* ficm the mercbantmen. Tbat nigbt the biig 
gave ber enemy tbe slip, and made sail on het course, 
oveitaking and coUectîng the whole âeet tbe following 
day. It ia said not a single vessel, out of one bundred 
and nineteen sail, failed of the rendezvous ! 

It waa August, 1799, before the Norfolk retumedlo 
New York. Heie Bainbridge found tbat no les» than 
- five lieutenants had been made captsina, passing the 
grades of commandera and lïeutenanta-commandant 
altogether. This irregularity coald only hâve occurred 
in an infant service, tboughit was of material importance 
to a young officer in aller Ufe. Âmong the gentlemen 
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thos promotod, weie Gapts. Bodgeis, and Bamm, two 
names that, for a long time, alone stood betweeu Baia- 
bridge and the head of the aerriçe. Still, it is by no 
means certain that injustice was doue, suoh ciicum- 
stances freqaently occuiring in so yoimg a seirice, to 
cepaii an original wrong. Al ail erents, no slight was 
inteuded to Bainbiidge, oi any other offîcer wko waa 
pasaed; thoagh tlie foimei ever maihtained that he 
had jiot his proper lank in the .nary. 

After refitting the Norfolk, Bainbridge retomed to the 
West Indies, where he was put under the orders of 
C^. Christopher R. Ferry, the fatherof the celebrated 
Commodore Oliver H. Peray, who sent him to cruise 
off Cape .François. The brig changed her cruising 
giound, under difièrent oïders, no oppoitunity occuning 
for meeting an enemy of eqoal force, Indeed, it was 
highly creditable to the maritime enterprise of the 
French that they appeared at ail in those aeas, which 
weie swaiming with Engliah and American cniisers ; 
this country alone seldom employing fewer iban thirty 
aail in thè West Indies, that year ; toward the close of 
the seascn indeed, il hsd iiear, i( not quite forty, induding 
those who were passing between the isianda and the 
home coBst. 

,0n the 31st October, however, the Norfdk aucceeded 
in decoying an anned bo^e within reach of hei gims. 
The enemy diacovered the brig's chaiaoter in time to 
escape to the shoie, notwithatauding : though he waa 
pursaed and the boige was captored. Six dead and 
^ying were fouud in, or ueaz the boat. 

In Novemher, Bainbiidge took a small lugger prira- 
teer, called le Républicain, with a prize in company 
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The {ormer was destroyed at sea, and the ktter sent in. 
The prize of ihe lugger wae a aloop. She presented a 
homble spectacle when taken possession of by the 
Americans. Het decka were strewed with mangled 
bodies, the hushanda and pàients of eleven women and 
childreo, who weie found weeping orei theœ at the 
moment ofrecaptoie. The muiders had been conunitted 
by some brigands in a barge, who alew every man in 
the sloop, and wersproceedingtoAutheroatragea when 
the hi^;ei cloeed and drove them înaa tbeii prey. An 
honi or two later, Bainbridge captured botb the veesels. 
Hia treatment of the unfoitunate females and cbildren 
was siicb as evei maiked his gênerons and manly cha- 
lacter. 

Shortly aller, Capt. Bainbridge leceired-an ordei, di- 
rect from the Navy Department, to go off the neutral 
port <f the HaTana, to look afler the trade in that quar* 
ter. Hère he was joined by the Warren 18, Capt. 
Newman, and the Knckney 18, Capt. Heyward. Bain- 
bridge waa the senior officer, and continued to command 
this force to the great advantage of American commerce, 
by bloclmdîng the enemy's privateers, and gÎTing con- 
voy, nntil March, 1800, when, his cruise being np, he 
tetumed h<nne, anchoring off Philadelphia early in the 
month of April. His services, especially tbose before 
Havana, were iidly appreciated, and May 3d, of the 
same year, he waa laised to the.rank of captain. Bain- 
bridge had serred with crédit, and had now reached the 
higbest grade wbicb eiiated in the navy, when he 
wanted just five days of being twenty-sis years old. 
He had carried with him into the marine the ideas of a 
high-clasa Philadelphia eeamân, as to discîphne, and 
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tbese were doolxleâs the test wliicli then'existed in ihe 
conntrjr. In every utuatioa be had conducted himaclf 
well, and the promise of his early caieer as a master of 
. a meichantman was tikely to be redeemed, whenever 
occasion shouidofièr.upder the pennant of the republic. 

Among the ve^els purchased into the Berrice during 
the wai of 1798, waa an Indiaman called the Gieorge 
Washington. This ahip waa an example of the irregu- 
larity in rating which prevailed tA that day ; being set 
down in ail the lists and registers oî the perlod as a 34, 
when her tonnage was. 624 j while the Adams, Jdia 
Adama, and Boston, ail near one sisth smaller, are rated 
as 33s. The George Washington was, in effect, a large 
28, carrying the coippiement and amiament of a vessel 
of that chiss. To this ship Bainbridge was now ap- 
pointed, recejving hia.orders the month he waa pro- 
moted; or, in May, 1800. The destination of the 
vessel wae to carry tribute to the Dey of Algiera ! Thia 
waa a gaUing service to a man of her cotnmander's 
tempérament, as, indeed, it would hâve proved to nearly 
every other officer in the navy; but it put the ship 
quite as much in the way (^ meeting with an enemy 
as if she had heen empbyed in the West Indies ; and 
it waa aending the pennant into the Mediterranean for 
the ârst time siuce the formation of the new navy. 
Thus the United States 44, first canied the pennant of 
the new marine to Europe, in 1790 ; the Ëssex 32, ârst 
camed it round the Cape of Giood Hope, in 1800, and 
around Cape Hom, in ISlâ ; and this ship, the George 
Washington 28, first carried it into the claasical seas of 
the old world. 

BainMdge did not get the tribute collected and reach , 
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his port of destination, before the month of September, 
Being .entiiely without suspicion, and imagining that 
hç came on an eiraud which sliould entitle Um, at 
least, to kind treatment, he carried the ship into the 
mole, for the parpose of dischai^ng with conTeuience. 
Thia duty, however, wâs hardly performed, when the 
Dey proposed a service for the George Washington, 
that was as novel in itself as it was aatounding to her 
conunander. 

' ' It seems that tbis barbarian prince had got himselT 
into discrédit at the Sublime Forte, and he felt the ne- 
cessity of purchttsing favour, and of making his peace, 
by meana of trihute of his part. The Grand Seignor 
was at war wilb France, and the Dey, his trihntary and • 
dépendent, had been guilty of the singular indiscrétion 
of making a separate treaty of peace with that powerM 
repubhc, for some prirate object of his own. Tbis was 
an oflènce to he expiated only by a timely oSèring of 
certain slaves, vâiioua wild beasts, and a round sum tu 
gold. The présenta to be aent were valued at more 
than half a milh'on of our money, and ths pasaengera to 
be conveyed amounted to between Opo and tb^e hun- 
dred. As the Dey happened to hâve no vessel fit for 
euch a service, and the George Washington lay .■yery 
conveniently within hia mole, and had just been en- 
gagcd in tbis very duty, he came to the nataral conclu- 
sion she would anawer bis puipose. 

The application was first made in the form of a civil 
request, through the consul. Boinbridge procured an 
audience, and respectfully, but distinctly,.stated that a 
compliance would be such a departure from his ordera 
as to put it out of the question. Hereupon the Dey re- 
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tninded the American thM the ship wasin his power, 
and that what he 'Oow asked he might take without 
Baking, if It suited his royal pleastire. A protracted 
and sçirited discussion, in whieh the consul joined, now 
Mowed, but ail without eSect. The Dey oSêred the 
altematiTes of compiiaoce, or slsveiy and, capture, for 
the frigaie and her ciew, wiih war on aie American 
tiade. One of his ai^uments is worthy of being re- 
corded, as it fully exposes the feeWe pdicy of suimùs- - 
sion lo any national wrongi He told the two American 
functionaries, that their country paid him tribute, al- 
ready, which was an admission of their inferiority, as 
well as of their diity to obey him ; and he chose to 
order this particul^r pièce of service, in addition to the 
présents which he had just received. 

Bainbridge finally conaented to do as desired. He 
appears to hâve been influenced in ihis décision, by the 
reasoning of Mr. O'Brien, the consul, who had himself 
been a slave in Algiers, not long before, and probably 
retained a lively impression of the power of tiie barba- 
rian, on his own shores. It is not to be concealed, how- 
cvei, that temporizing in ail such matteis had been the 
poUcy of America, and it would h&ve required men of 
extraoïdinary moral courage to hâve oppoeed tho vrishes 
of the Dey, by a stem assertion of thtse principles, 
which alraie can render a nation great. " To ask foi 
nothjng but what is right, and to submit to nothing that 
is wrong," is an axiran more easily mâiniained on papei 
than in piactice, where the ctiameleon-like policy of 
tiade interfères to colour principles ; and O'Brien, a 
merchant in efièct, and Bainbridge, wbo had so l&tely 
been in that pursuit himself, were not likely to over- 
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\ook the beaetting weakneas of the luUion. Still, it loay 
be questioaed if there waa a van in tha n&Ty wha felt 
a sbongeT désire to vindicate the trne """■"" of na- 
tional independence thaa ttie Bubject of this memoir. 
He appears to hare yielded solely to the ai^j^iunents of 
the consul, and to his apprebenBions for a trade that 
ceitainly had no other protection in that distant sea, 
than his own ahip ; and she woold be the first sociiâce 
of the Dey's Teeentment. It onght to be mentioned, 
too, that a base and selfish policy pieTsiled, in that day, 
on the subjeot of the Baibary Powers, among the prin- 
cipal maritime states of Europe. Engknd, in particnlar, 
WBS snppoeed to nrink at their iiregularitiea, in the hope 
that it might hâve a tendency to throw a monopoly of 
the foreign nafigation of the Mediteiranean into the 
hands of thosé countriea which, by means of their great 
navies, and tbeir pioximity to the African coast, were 
always leady to correct any Beiious evil that might 
aâèct themaelvea. English policy had been detccted 
in the boatilitiea of the Dey, a few years eariier, and it 
is I^ no means improbable that Mr. O'Brien foieaaw 
conséquences of this nature, that did not lie absolutely 
on the surface. 

Yielding to the yorious considérations which were 
uiged, Bainbridge £nally wnsented to comply with the 
Dey's demand. The présents and passengers were 
received on board, and on the 19th of October, or «bout 
a month afler her arrivai at Algiérs, the'Gkorge Wash- 
ington was ready to sail for Constantinople. When on 
the Tery eve of depaiting a new difiîculty arose, and one 
of a nalore to show that the Dey was not entirely go- 
vemed by lapacity, bat that be bad rude notions of na- 
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tioiud bomnir, agreeably to opinions of the school in 
triikh he had been Irained; As the George Washing- 
Uat carried his messeager, or ambassador, and was now 
emptoyed in hia service, he iosisted that ebe should 
carry the Algerine flag at ihe main, while that of the 
repiiblic to which the ehip belonged, should fly at the 
fore. An altercation occurred on this point of pure 
étiquette, the Dey insiating that English, Frentb, and 
Spanish commanders, whenever they had performed a 
BÏnular service for iiim, had not heaitated to give thJB 
precedency to hie ensign. This was probably true, as 
well aa tt)e fact that vessels of war of those nations had 
consented to serve him ia this manner, in compliance 
with the selfish policy of their respective govemments ; 
though it m^y be douhted whether English or Prench 
sbips had been impresaed into such a dyty. Dr, Har- 
TÏs. Vrhose bi<^praj>hy of Boinbtidge ÎS much the most 
fnll of any written, tind lo which we are indebted for 
maay of onr own détails, has cited an instance as re- 
tently as 1817, when an English vessel of war con- 
yeyed présents to Constanlinople for. the Dey; though 
it was improbable that asy other inducemeat for the 
measure ezisted, than a désire in the £nglish authorities 
to mainlain their influence in tbe regency. Bainhridge, 
vrithout entering into pledges on ihe subject, and soleiy 
with a view to gel his ship beyond the reach of the 
formidable batteries of the mole, faoisted the Algerine 
enaign, as desired, stiildng it as soon as he found him- 
self again the commander of his otvn vessel. 

The George Washington had a boisterous and weary 
passage to the month of the Dardanelles, the ship being 
tîtteied witb Tiuks, and the cages of wild beasts. Tliis 
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TOjTBge was always ^ source of gTeat unefinaesa and 
moitificntioa to Bambridge, but he occBsionally amueed 
liù friends with the relation of anecdotes that occurred 
duiiug it^ c<Hitinuance. Among other things he men- 
tioned that his passengers weie greatly puzzled to keep 
theit fiices toward Mecca, ia their liequent prayera ; the 
ship cAen tacking during the time tima occupied, more 
egpecially after thèy got into the narrow sess. A ntan 
-«ras finally stationed at the compass to give the &ithiiil 
notice when it was becessaiy to " go about," m ccsue- 
qaence of the evdutions of the Irigale. 

Bunbridge had gieat appréhensions of being detaîned 
at the Dardanelles, foi want of a finnàn, the United 
States having no diplomatie agent at the Porte, and 
conmercial jealonsiea being known ta exist, on the snb- 
ject of introducing the Aiaerican flag into tfaose waten. 
A sinistet influence up at Constantinople might detain 
him for weeka, ot eren prevent his passage altogether; 
and having conie so t^, on hia unpleàsant enand, he 
waa resolred to gather as many of its benefits as possi- 
ble. In the dilenuna, therefore, he decided cat a rutt 
of great boldnesa, agd ooe which proved thM personaJ 
considérations had lictle influence.' when he thou^t th« 
interesis of his country demanded their sacrifice. 

The George Washington appioaohed the castles with 
a strong southefly wind, and she clewed up her light 
sails, as if about to anchor, just os she began to sainte. 
The works retumed gun for gun, and in the smoke sail 
was again made, and the ship gUded ont of the iang« 
■ ol shot before the déception was discprered ; paasing on 
toward the wa of Maimora under a cloud of canvas. 
Aa veasela wers itt^ped at ooly ooe pointt and the pn» 
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gnsa of the ship was too npid to admit of deteolioD, 
she utehoied munoleated under the vniia of C<«iBtaiiti- 
nople, on the 9th Norember, 1900 ; showing the Sag 
of die lepublie, for the fint time, befine that ancient 

Bainbndge. iras piolwUy right in his anticipation of 
djfficnhy in procuiing a fiiman to psas the caatlee, for 
when bis vessel repoited het nation, an answer was 
sent (^that die govermnent of Tu^y knev of no sucli 
countty. An explanation that the ship came front the 
mw wtalA, that frhich Columbus hod discoveied, hiddly 
prored SBtis&ctorjr, when a bunch oS fiowen and a lamb 
were sent on boaid ; the lotter as a tolcen of amity, and 
the foimer as a wekome. 

He George Washington lemained several weeka at 
ConBtantiiio[^, where Bainbridge and his officeis wen 
well leceived, thongh the agents ot the Dey fiued 
worae. The Capudan Pacha, m partîcular, fbimed a 
wann friendsfaip for the canmand^ <^ the George 
WadiiiigtDii, whose fine perstmat appeaiance, 'fraalc 
addresB, and-jnanly bearing were well caknlated to 
obtain faror. This fnnctioilary waa married to a sister 
of the Bnltan, and bad mcoe induence at cburt thati any 
other rabject. He took Bainbnc^ especiaOy nnder 
hia own protectirai, ànd when they parted, he gave the 
frigate a paasport, which showed.tfaat she and her com- 
mander enjoyed tbia particular and hîgh pririlege. In 
fact, the inteicouTse betweén tbia officer and the cain< 
mander of the Geo^;e Waaiiingtmt was anch as to 
approach nearly to paring die way for & treaty, a at^ 
that Buntnidge waimly ui^ed on the goreniment at 
home, aa both posaiUe and désirable. It bas been con- 
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jeettued «ven. tliat, C^pt. Bniahndge wbb îmrtniqted en 
thû mbject ; and tfatU, in «maenting ta goto CoziBt|utt)' 
nople at sll, he had the probabilities of opening tome 
roch negotiation în viev. Thie «as tut his own 
account of Ûia matter, although, in weighiug the motives 
foi complfing with the Dey's demanda, it is not impos- 
sible he peimitted auch a coneideration to bave same 

The vieil of Clarke, the well knowji tnreler, occiined 
wbik the George' Woshingbmwas at Ccustantint^. 
The fonner acoompanied Bainbiidge U> die &ac)c, Sea, 
in tha J'rigate's k>ng-boat, wben the American ensign 
WBS diaplsyed also, for the ûist time. It appeara that 
OUT office! was one of the > paity in the celebraEed visil 
itf the tnTelar to the aenglio, £ainbndge confinning 
De. Cluke's acoouDt of the afiaii, with the exceptitm 
thathe,hîmaelf,lookBdup<»i the danger as Teiytrifling. 

Dttring the &7eDdly intentouise which ezisted b&- 
tween Cttpt. Bainbridgo and the Capudan Pacha, tho 
Isttei incidantally dienli<»ied that the govomoi of the 
«Bstlea iras cotidema«<l.to die jTor tmâeri^ the GSeoige 
Washingtoo (o paM withont a. £imm, and that the 
manoA of exécution only waite4 for hia signature, in 
ordeitn be enfoiced, Shocked at disoovering the teiri- 
hfe BOnit to wkicb he had unÎDtentioQally redoced a 
peifectly innocent tnan> Baint^4s^ franMy admitted 
hia own act, and said if any cme bad ened it was him- 
■eif : begging tbe lifa of the govenuH, and o^ring to 
meet the conséquences in his own person. Tbis 
g«nerous couise was not thrown away on the Capudan 
Pacha, whp ^peiits to hâve been a libéral and enligbt< 
med man. He heozd the aiplanalion with int^est. 
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«xUdled ^inbndge's fnnknese, promised him his entire 
protecticm, imd paidoned the goremof ; sendîng' to the 
latter a minute statement of the whole a&ii. It was 
aftei this Gonrersatûiu that the high functioiiaTy m 
queetim deliTeied to BBÏnbridgB his own especial letter 
«f piotectîoD. 

At length the Algerine ombeasadoi wu teady to 
retara. On the 30th of Decembet, 1800, the ship 
aailed for Algien. The messenger of the Dey took 
Ixick with him a menace of punishment, unless his 
master declared wat against Fiance, and sent miyn 
tnbWe to the Porte ; gianting to the Algerine gorem- 
ment bat six^ days to let its course be known. On 
repasBing the Dardanelles, Baiubridge waa compelled 
to anchor. Heie he leceived présents of fiait and piQ- 
Tisiona, with hoepitalitiea on ahore, as va évidence of 
the goTernor*s gratitude for his geneious condnct in 
exposing his own life, in oïder to save that of an inno- 
cent man. It is shown by .a passage in Dr. Clarke'a 
work, that Bainlnidge was honOrably leceired in the 
best circles in Fera, dnring his stay at Constantinople, 
while the neatness and oïdei of his ship were the 
snbject of général coaTerEalicm. An entettaimnent that 
vas giren on board the frigatewasmuch talked ofalso;. 
the guests and ail the -mnds ctoning fnan the fotu 
qnartera of the eatth. Thns there was water, bread, 
méats, etc., etc., each fnnn Earope, Asm, AMca asd 
America, as well as persona to coiisume them : ceTtaiii}y 
a thing of rare occarrence at any one feast. 

The Qeoige Washington arrived at Algieis on tfaa 
âOth Jannaiy, 1601, and anchoied offthe town,beyond 
the i«ach of shot. The Dey expressed his i^prehen- 
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sipDS that the position of the- ship wonld prore iftcnH 
renient to her officeis, Hod deiiied thot she might b* 
brought within the mole, oi to the place wheie st}e liad 
kin during her ârst viait. This oâèT wos lesp^tfolly 
declined. A day or.lwo latec ihe dDJect of thie hoapi- 
tality became ^parent. Bainbridge waa eskod to 
retum to Constantinople with the Alg^erine fimb^sador ; 
a Teqnqst with vrhicli he positively rafiised to cconpljr. 
This vas the commencemest of s new séries of cajc^ 
ries, uguments, and menaces. Bult lUTing his ship 
whcre npthing; hit the bailAiiou'i coiaaiis could aasail 
Jier, Bainbridge continued fiim. He begged the gmdbuI 
tosendhimoffsome old innt Jbr ballast, in coder that he 
pught letum certain guns he bod botrowed fi» that 
piupose, pieviously to eaUing for Ccostanlinople, the 
wbole hafing been lendered uecessary in Conséquence 
of bis ship's having been lighte&ed of Ihe tribute sent 
in her ûon America. The Dey dxomauded the Ii|^t< 
ermen not to take employaient, and, at the aame tiniei 
be threatened wa^ if his guns weie not leturoed. Aiïex 
a. good deai of discussion, Baiabridge etacted a pledge 
that no further service would be asked of the ship ; then 
he Bgieed to ma iqto the- mole and delirei the cannon, 
as the oniy mode that remained i^ retuining property 
wltich had been lent to him. 

As sgon as tbefrigate was secmed in ber new Inrth, 
C^t. Bainlmdge and the consul were admitted to an 
aadience with the Dey. The réception ww any tliing 
but friendly, and the despot, a man of furious passions, 
soon broke ont into eipressions of anger, that bade fair 
to leadtopeisonal violence. The attendants were leady, 
and it was known< that a nod or a word might, at a mO' 
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meut's notice, cost the Ameiicana Iheir lires. At lliis 
feorfui instant, Baîiibridge, who was detennined at 
every hozard to reBÎst Ibe Dey's new demand, fortu- 
notsly bethought hiœ of the Capodan Pacha'ï letter of 
protection, which. he carried abolit hita. The ietter 
-was p'roduced, and its eSect was magical. Bainbridge 
9fiea spoke of it.aa even ludicrous, and,of being sq 
suddeu and marked as to produce glances of surprise 
among the common soldiers, Froin a furious tyrant, the 
soy£ieign of Algiers was immedialely converted into tui 
obedient vassal ; hls longue ail honey, bis face ail 
ËJmiteB. He was aware that a disregard of the recom- 
mendation of the Capudan Pacha wouJd be punished, 
aa he would visit a similar disregard of one of bis own 
orders; and ;hat there was no cboice between respect 
aud despotism. No more ^raa said about the retum of 
the frigate lo Constantinople, and every offer of service 
and every profession of amity were heaped upon ihe 
subject of ouT memoir, who owed his timely delJTenu)ce 
eltogether to the friendship of the Turkish dignitary ; 
a friendship obtained through his own frank and gêne- 
rons depoitment. 

The reader will readily usuleratand that dread of 
the Grand Seignioi's power bad produced this sudden 
change in the deportment of the Dey. The same 
feehng inducedhimto order the flag-staffof the French 
xonsulate to be eut down the nezt day ; a déclaration of 
agajnat the country to which the functioaary 
Kiasperated at thèse bumihations, which 
were embittered by heuvy pecuniary exactions on the 
part of the Porte, the Dey tumed upon the few unfor- 
tunats French who happened to be in- his power. 
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Thesé, fifiy-six in numbei, consiadng of men, women, 
and children, he ordered to lie seized and to be dâemed 
slaves. Capt. Baiabridge feit himself sufficiently 
atrong, by means of the Capudan Pacha's letter, to 
médiate ; and he actually succeeded, after a long dù- 
cussion, in obtoining a deciee by which ail the Frencli 
vrho could get out of the regency, withîn the next ei^t- 
and-foity houiSt might depait. For those who cduU 
not, remained the docsn of alareiy, or of ransom at a 
thousand dollars a head. It wbs thought that this «ai- 
cession -waa made,nndef the impression that no means 
of quitting Algîers could be found by the unfortunale 
French. No one belîeTed that the Qeoige Washingtm 
would be devoted to their service, France and Ameiica 
being then at war; a ciicumatance which probaUy 
increased Baiûbridge's influence at Constant! nople, as 
well as at Algiers. 

But OUT <^cer was not dispoaed to do thii^ by 
halves. Finding that no other means remained for 
eztricaiing the unfortunate Piench, he deteimined to 
cairy them ofi* in the Geo^e Washington. The ship 
had not yet discha^d the guns of the Dey, ^t every 
body worldng with godd will, this property was deh- 
vered to its right owneT, sand ballast was obtained from 
the countryand hoisted in, other necesaaiy prepoiations 
were made, and the shIp hauléd out of the mole and 
got to sea' just in tîme ta escape tbe barbarian's fangs, 
vrttb every Frenchman in Âlgiers on board. It is said 
that in another hour the time of grâce -would havo 
ezpitad. The ship landed her passengera at Aljcant, a 
ueutial country, ahd then made the beat of her way to 
America,' where she arrived in ^ne season. 
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Tbù act of Baiabridge's was quîte in ctntfbimiQr wîtli 
the generous tendencies of lus nature. He wsa a mon 
of ^uick and impetuous feelings, and easily loused to 
anger ; but lefl to îke roluntary guidance of his own 
lieart, no one was more ready to serre hia fellow-crea- 
tuies. It seemed to make iittle difierence witb him, 
whether he aseisted an EngUshman or a Fienchmaa j 
hia national antipathies, though dedded and slroDg, 
nerei interfedng with hia humanity. Napoléon had 
just before attoined the First Coosulate, and he ofièred 
the Ameiicanofficer his personal tbanka for this pièce 
f^ humane and diainterested service to his countrymen. 
At a later day.when iniafoitune came upon Bainbridge, 
he is said to hâve lemembered this act, and to hâve 
interested himaelf in favom of the captive. 

On reaching' home, Bainbridge had the gralificatkm 
of finding his conduct, in every particular, approved by 
the govemment. It was 80 much a matter of couise.ia 
that day, for the nations of Christendom to submit lo 
exactions from those of Barbaiy, that littk was thought 
of the voyage to Conatantinople, and leas said abont it. 
A gênerai feeling must bave prevailed that censure, if 
it fell any wheie, ought to light on the ahoit-sighted 
policy of trade, and the mlsguided opinions of the âge. 
It is more prolnble, however, that the whole tiansaction 
mis looked upon as a legitimate conséquence of the 
System of tnbute,which then so exteosiTely prevailed. 

Bainbridge nîust hâve enjoyed another and stîll moie 
unequivocal évidence that 'the misfortunes which cer- 
tainly accompanied his short nayàl career, had lefï no 
injuiious impressions on the goremment, as touching 
hia own conduct. The réduction law, which cieated à 
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Bpecies of naval peace establishment, was passed during 
hk ItUe absence, and, on bis arrivai, he found its détails 
nearly completed in practice. Prevîously to this law'a 
going into efiect, there were twenty-eight captoins in 
the navy, of whicb number he stood himself as low as 
tbe twenty-aeventh in rank. There was, indeed, but 
one other officer of tbal grade below bim, and nnder 
Buch circumslances, the chances of being retained would 
hâve been very small, for any man who had not the 
complète confidence of bis superiors. He was retained, 
however, and that, toO, in a manner in défiance of the 
law, for, by its provisions, orJy nine capcains were to 
be continued in the servico in a time of peace ; whereas, 
bis was the eleventb name on the new list, nntil Dalè 
and Triitun tedgned ; events whicb did not occuruntU 
tbe succeeding yEar. The cautiàus and leluctant man- 
ner in wbich thèse réductions were made by Mr. Jeâèr- 
son, nnder a law that had passed during the adminis- 
tration of bis predeceesor, is anotber proof that the 
former statesihan did not deseive ail tbe reproaches of 
hoslility to this branch of the public servjce that were 
heaped upon him.* 

Not satisfied witfa retainJng Capt. Bainbiidge in the 
service, silei the late occurrences at Algieis, the Depait- 

* There appetra to hâve been Bome UDcertaintr about affieem 
remaining in scrrice, lilei Ihe pesce of 1801, ihit contritmled to 
mtderijig the ledaclion irragulsr. The rengnsliom at Date tmd 
TruituD, and the deuh of Barrr, brought the lût down lo nioe ; 
the nninber prescribed by lew. Ab ihe TripalilsQniiir occurred sa 
■oon, a question mighl erisehow fac the peace establishmest law 
waa binding ai ail. Cetlunly, in its tpiHt, ît waa meaiit only for 
B time of peace. Od the oiher hand, Hi. JefiéraoD, by hia poblic , 
acM, did Bot aeem to ihink ths nation leg^y at war with Tripoli» 
eTBD aftet battiea were fought and veaieli caplnied. 
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ment also gave him immédiate employment. For the 
fint time this gallant officer waa giTen a gcad service- 
able shipr th&t had been reguJorly constructed foi a 
nian-<tf-war. He was attached to the Eesex 33, a fine 
twelre-pounder fiigatë, tbat had just letumed item a 
firet cruiae to ihe Eaat Indies, under Preble : an officei 
-who aubsequently became so jnstly c«lebmted. The 
ordeis to ihis Tesael weie isaued in May, 1601, and Ihe 
ship was diiected to fona part of a squadron then about 
to Bail for the Meditcrranean. 

Capt. Bainbridge joiued tbe Essex at New Toik. 
He had Stepben Decatur for hia firat lieutenant, and 
was otherwiae well officered and manned. The sqaad- 
lon, consisting of the Piesident 44, Philadelpfaia '38, 
Ëssex 32, and Enterprise 12, sailed in company : the 
Président being commanded by Capt, James ^piron, the' 
Philadelphia. by Capt, Samuel Barron, and the Ënter- 
pxise by Lient. Com. Stefrett. The broad pennant of 
CcoB. Dale was flying.in the Président This force 
went abioed under Tery UtniCed instructions. Although 
tbeBashawof TripoliwasseizingAmericanTessels.and , 
was canyiug on an eSkcûve war, Mr. Jefièrson appeored 
to think légal enactments at hrane necessary to author- 
ize the marine lo retali^e. As lespected ourselves, 
st^utes may hâve' been wanting to prescribe the/omi* 
under wbich comdenmations could he had, and the 
othei national rights carried out in full practice ; but, as 
lespected the enemy, there can be no question bis own 
»cts authoiized the cniisers of this country to capture 
their asaailants whererei they could be found, even 
though they rotted in our harbors for the want of a 
prescribed manner of bringing them under the hammer. 
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The mode of c(mdemnatîaii is dépendent on municipal 
lefiilstims alone, bot the right to capture ïs solely dé- 
pendent on pablic law. It wbb in this sin^lar state 
of thisgs that the Enterprise voAer a bloody action, toob 
a Tripolitan; and was then obliged to let h.er go ! 

The Americim squadron reached Gibraltar the Ist day 
t^ July, wbcre it found and Uockaded two of the largest 
Tripotitan cruiserB, under the oïdeis of a Scotch rene- 
gade, who bore the rank of an admirai. The Phita- 
delphia ^ratched thèse ressels, while the Essex vas 
sent aleng the north shore to gire convoy. The great 
ot^ct, in that day, appears to hâve been to carry the 
trade safely thiough the Stiaits, and to présent the 
enemy's rovers from getting eut into the Atlantic ; mea- 
tnres that the peculiar formation of the coosts rendered 
highly important. It was while employed on ihis duty, 
that Capt. Bainbridge had an unpleasant collision with 
BOme ti the Spanish aathoiitiea at Borcelona, in consé- 
quence of repeated insulta offeied to his sbip's oŒcers 
And boats ; his own baige haTing been fired into twice, 
while he was in it in peraon. In thîs aifeir he shrfwed 
his osual décision and spirit, and the matter was pusbed 
go fai asd 30 vigoToualy as to induce an order from the 
Prince of Peace, " to treat ail officera of the United 
States with courtesy and respect, and more particularly 
those attached to the United States irigate Essex." The 
high and native courtesy of the Spanish character ren- 
ders it probable that some mîsunderstandings increased 
aiid complicftted thèse difficulties, thongh there is littlo 
doubt that jealousy of the aiiperior order and beauty of 
the Essex, among certain subordinates of thé Spanish 
marine, produced the original aggression. In the dis- 
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cnsaioQS and cotlisiona tliat foUoweâ, the sudden and 
S(»newhat brusque spirit of the American usages waa 
not likeiy to be ctordially met by the précise and abnost 
oiiental school of manneis that régulâtes the intercourse 
of Spanish Bociety. Bunbrid^, bowever, is admitted 
to hâve conducted Me part of the dispute witb dignity 
and propriety; though he was not wanting in Ùœ 
promptitude and directnesa of a man-of-wat's man. 

On the anÏTal of the Eseex below, with a convoy, it 
yna foand, that the enemy had laid up his, ships, and 
had sent the crews across to Airica in the night; the 
admiial making the beat of hia way home in a neutial. 
Corn. IVIoms had -reliered Com. Dale, and the Easex, 
'wanting mateiial lepaits, was sent home in the aununer 
of 1802, aller an absence df ralher moie than a year. 
Doring her short cniise, the Esaex had been deemed a 
model ship, as to efficiency and discipline, and eztorted 
admiration wherever she appeared. On her arrivai al 
New York, the frigate was unei^ectedly ordered to 
Washington to be laid up, a measure that excited great 
discontent in her ciew. One of thoae quasi mutinîes 
which, under similar ciicumstances, were not uncom- 
mon in that day, followed; the men inaisting that their 
dmes were up, and that ihey oûght to be paid off in a 
seaport, and " not on atobacco plantation, up in Vir- 
ginia ;" but Bainbddge and Decatur were men un- 
willing to be controlled in this way. The disafièction 
was put down, and the ahip obeyed her ordeis. 

Bainbridge was now employed in auperintending the 
construction of the Siren and Vixen ; two of the small 
Tessels that had been recently ordered by law. As 
Boon as theae vesaels were launched, he waa agaia 
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dùected to prépare for. serrice în die MeditermneBiii fiv 
which Btotion the celebiated eqmadron of PreUe tvas 
now fitting. This force cousiated of the Constitution 
44, Philadelphia 38, SiTen 16, Argus 16, Nautilus 14, 
Tiien 14, and Enterprise 12; the Jatlei veasel being 
then on the station, uoder Lieut. Qom. Hull. Of thèse 
ships, Bainbridga had the Philadelphia, 38. a fitie 
eighteen-pounder frigate that was often, by mialake, 
called a forty-four, though by no nieans as large a res- 
sel as some othera of her proper ckss. It was mutdi 
tbe practice of that day to attach officeis to the sbips 
which were fitting near their pJacea of résidence, and 
thus it foUowed that a ressel frequentty had a sort c^ 
local chaiacter. Such, in a degree, was the case witb 
the Phikdelphia, moet of whose sea-officets weie Dela- 
ware aailors, in oue sensé ; thbugb ail the juniors had 
non been' regularly bred in the navy. As thèse gen- 
tlemen axe entitled to hare their suâbrings lecorded, we 
give their names, with the staCea of which they were 
natives, viz. ; 

Ctqttain, — William Boinbridge, of New Jersey. 

lÂeutejionU. — John T. R. Cos, Jacob Jones, Deht- 
waie ; .Théodore Hunt, New Jersey ; Çenjamin Smith, 
Bhode Island. 

Lieutenant t^ Marina. — ^Wm. S. Osbome. 

Surgeon.-^ohn Rîdgely, Marylfuid. 

Purter^—Bich. Spence, New Haropshire. 

SqiUng-Masler.-~Wm. Knight, Fennsylvania. 

Surgeon'a Mates. — Jonathan Cowdery, New York ; 
Nicholas Harwood, Va. 

l^dihipmtn. — Bernard Henry, Pa.; James Oibbon, 
Va. ; James Biddle, P». ; Bichard B. J«ies, Pa. ; D. T. 
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Pattereon, N. Y. ; Wm. Cutbush, Pa. ; B. F. B«ed, Pa.î 
Thomas M'Donough, Del. ; Wallace Wonniey, Va. ; 
' Robeit Gamble, Va. ; Simon Smith, Pa. ; Jamea Ren- 
shaw, Pa. 

Ilie Philadelphia had a crew alitlle exc«eding three 
hondred eooIs on boord, includilig hei of&txta. One or 
tffo changes occuired among the latter, howevei, whéD 
the ship reached Gibraltar, which will be meationed in 
their proper places. 

The vrasels of Cran, Pieble did not sail in squadron, 
but lell home as eacfa ship got ready. Bainbridge, 
heing eqiiipped, was ordered to sail in July, and he en- 
tered Ihe Straits on the 24th of Augnst, ofter a passage 
down the Dekware and acroes the Atlantic of some 
Jength. Understanding at Gibraltar that certain cruisers 
of the enemy were in the neighborhood of Cape^de 
Gatte, he proceeded offlbat-weli-known headland the 
Teiy next day ; and, in the night of the 28th, it bbwing 
fresh, he fell in witb a sbip under nothing but a foie- 
sail, with a brig in company, also under Tcry short 
caUTBs. Thèse suapicious ciTCumgtances induced bim 
to rtm alongside of the ahip, and to demand her charac- 
ter. Afiei a good deal of bailing, and some erasion on 
the paît of the stranger, it waa aacerlained that he was 
a CTUiser from Moiocco, called the Meehboha 33, com- 
numded by Ibtabim Lubatez, and having a crew of one 
hundred aud twenty men. . The Philadelphia had con- 
cealed her own nation, and a beat coming from the 
Mesbboba, tbe factwas extracted from its crew ihattbe 
brig in company was au American, bound into Spain, 
and that tbey had boarded but bad not detaioed ber. 
Bsinbridge's suspicions were aroused by ail tbe circum- 
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stances ; panicnlarly by the little tail tlie brig canied ; 
so unlike an American, who ia erer in a huny. He 
accordingly diiected Mr. Coi, his fiist lieutenant, to 
boaid the Meghboha, and to asceitain if any Americans 
weie in her, aa prisonen. In attempting to exécute ' 
this order, Mr. Cox wds reaisted, and it waa necessaiy 
to send an armed boat, The maater and crew of the 
brig, the Celia of Boston, weie actually fbund in the 
Meshboha, whîch sbjp bad captured them, nine days 
before, in the vicinity of Malaga, the port to which they 
were bound. 

Bainbridge took possession of the Mooiish ship. 
The neit day be lecorered the brig, which was stand- 
uig in for the bay of Ahneria, to the westward of Cape 
de Gatte. On inqujiy he diacovered that Ibrahim 
Lubarez waa cruising for Americans under an order 
iasued by the govemor of Mogadore. Although Mo- 
rocco was ostensibly at peace with the United States, 
Bainbridge did not besitate, now, abont taldng his prize 
to Gibraltar. Hère he lefi the Meshboha in chai^ 
of Mr. M'Donough, under the superiniendence of the 
consul, and then went off Cape St. Vincent in pursuit 
of a Moorish frigate, which was understood to be in 
that neighborhood. Failing in his search, be retumed' 
^thin the Stiaits, and went aloft, in obédience to his 
original orders, At Gibraltar, the Philadelphîa met 
the homeward bound vessels, under Corn. Bodgeis, 
which were waiting the arrivai of Preble, in the Con- 
stitution. As this force was snfficient to watch the 
Moors, it lefl the Philadelphîa the greater' liberty to 
piDceed on her cruiae. While together, however, Lient 
Pcnter, the fint of the New Yortc S6, exchanged with 
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Lieut. Cox, the ktter gentlHnan wiahing K> retum home, 
where he Boon aller resigned ; whilc the former pie- 
ferred active service, 

The PhiladïJpliia found nothing but the Vixcn be- 
fore Tripoli. , A Neapolitan had given information that 
a corsaii had just Bailed on a cmise, and this induced 
Capt. Bainbridge to despatch Ueut. 0(»ii. Smith in 
chase. In conséquence of this unfoTtunate but perfectly 
justifiable décision, the frigate was left alone oS the 
lown. A vigoious blockade liaving bèen dctenmned 
on, the ship maintained her station as close in as ber 
dranght of weter would allow nntil neai the close of 
October, when, it coming on to blow fresh from the 
westward, she was driven aome distance to leeward, as 
oflen occUTTed to vessels on that station. As soon as it 
moderated, sail was made to tecover the lost groundi 
and, hy the moming of the 31et, the wind had become 
6ur, from the eaatward. At 8, A. M., a sail was made . 
ahead, standing like themselves lo the westward. This 
vessel proved to be a small cniiser of the Baahaw's, 
and was probably the very vessel of which the Vixen 
had gone in puisuit. Tlft Philadelpbia now crowded 
every thing that would draw, and was soon so near (he 
chase as- to induce thé latter to hug the land. There is 
an eztenaive reef'^to ihe eastwaid of Tripoli, called 
Kaliusa, that was not laid down in the charts of the 
sbjp, and which nins nearly pamllel to the coast for 
some miles. There is abundance of water inside of it, 
as was doubtless known to those on board the chase, and 
there is a wide opening through - it, by which six and 
seven fatbcans can be carri<)d out to sea ; but ail thèse 
fects were then profound mysleries to the officers of the 
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Philadelphia. Agïeeably to the chart of Capt. Sm3rtli, 
of ihe British navy, the îatest and beat in eiistence, the 
eaatem division of this reef lies about a mile and a half 
bwa the coast, and ita western about a niile. Accord- 
JDg to tbe saine cbart, one of authority, and nmde tmta 
accuiBte surveys, the- latter portion of tbe reef îs distant 
fcom the towQ of Tripoli about two and a half miles, 
and ihe former something Hke a mile asd a half more. 
There ia an interval ot quite half a mile in length be- 
tween thèse two main divisions of the reef, thiough 
wbich it is possible to cairy six and seven &thoma, pro- 
yided three or foor detached fragments of reef, of do 
great citent, be aroided. The cbauuels among thèse 
rocks atîbrded great lacilities to the Turks in getting jn 
and ont of their port duriag the blockade, since a vessel 
•^ moderate dr&ught, that knew the land-marke, might 
run through them with great confidence by dayhght. It 
is probable the chose, in thia instance, led in among; 
thèse ree& as much to înduce the frigate to follow as to 
corer her own escape, either of vhich motives ehowed 
a knowledg;e of the coast, and a familiarîty with his 
duties in her commander. * 

In coming dowii from the eastward, and bringing wilh 
her a plenty of water, the Philadelphia must hâve passed 
two or three bnndred yarda to the aouthward of the 
northeastem extremity of the moat easterly of the two 
great divisions of the reef .in question. This position 
agrées with the soundings foimd at the time, and with 
those laid down ih the chart. She had the chise somo 
distance inshore of her ; so much so, indeed, as to hâve 
been fiiing into her fromthe two forward divisions of 
the larboard guns, in the bope of cutting smnethini; 
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away. Comisg fnim the eaatwaxd, the diip tnoùglit 
into ibis posa, between the reef and the qhore, fioni 
foniteen to ten &thoms of water, which gradually 
shoaled to eight, when Ca,pt. Bainbrid^, seeing no 
prospect of oreihauliag the chase, then beginning to 
open the haiboui of Tri|K>li, îipm whîch the frigate her- 
self waa distant but some thrèe or foor miles, ordered 
th^ hehn a-pon* and the yards htacéà fcvward, in the 
natuial expeciation of hauling diiectly off the land into 
deep water. The leads were going at the time, and, to 
the fiurprise of ail on board, the water shoaled, oa the 
fiigate mu off, instead of deepening. The yarda were 
immediately ordered to be braced ebaip up, and the ship 
btought dose on a wind, in the hope of beating out of 
this aeeming cul de lac, by the wny in which she had 
enteied. The command waa hardly given, however, 
before the ship stmck forwardi and, haring eight knots 
way on her, ehe shot up on the rocka until ahe had only 
fouiteen and a half feet of water undor hèr fow-chaina. 
Under the bowsprit there were but twelve. Aft she 
floated, haring, it i^ said, coms directly oui of eix or 
Beven fathoffls of water into twelve and âfteen feet ; ail 
of which c^ictly corresponds with the soundîngs of the 
modem charts.* 

* Tbete alreaàj eiiaU some dkagreemeDl as Co the question on 
which df ihs two principsl ponioas of this iccf, the eaalenitor the 
weMern, the PhitadelphU rui. Captain Beiabridge, in hU oScinl 
letter, nys ihat tha harbmr of Tripoli waa diatant three or four 
miles, when hia ebip Mmck. But the karioar of Tripoli eitends 
mare ihan a mile to tbe eulward of the loun. Fort English lies 
jjTopetl/ near the month of the harbour, end it ia conaidetabljr 
. more tfaan a mile east of the c^Ie ; which, ilaelf, «anda at the 
Boatbeaatern angle of ibc town. Commodore Porter, in bia leati' 
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Tbeie waa much of Ihe haid foKnne which attended 
a good deal of Bainbridge's. professitaial career, in the 
circuiast^nces of this accident. Had, the prrapecla of 
the chaae induced him to continue it, the frigtite might 
hâve passed ahead, and tbe chances weie that she 
wouU hâve hauled ôff, diiectly before the mouth of the 
haibour of Tripoli, and gone clear ; cairying through 
nowhere leas than ûve &thoiiis of water. Had ebe 
atood directly on, afler fiiét hauliag up, she might hâve 
passed through the opening between the two portions 
of the reef, canying i^h her six, aeven, nine and teo. 
fathoms, Ciut to sea. Bnt, in purauing the rery courae 
which prudence and a sound discrétion dictated to one 
who was ignorant of the esistence of this reef, he ran 
hia ahip upon the very danger he waa endearouring to 
avoid. It la by matdng provision for war, in a time of 
'peacë, and, in expending its money freely, to further 



mon; befdH the court of ipquiry, Ihought tbe ship Biruek abaut 
ihree miles nul a haUhoralhelmcn of Tripoli, >nd one and a half 
Iroin Ibe nairest point oT land, wbich bore louih. Bj the chart, 
the attlim m^rgin of tbe meiiem reet is about 4000 yïrds front 
ihe neBreit point in the lown, uid the western margin of the eatl- 
trn reef, about 6000. Three mile* and a half would be Ju9t SI 10 
yards. Thia reef, too, lies aa neai as may be, a mile anl a half 
north of the nearest land ; ihoB agreaing perfecily wiih Commo- 
' dore Porter'a teatimony. In addition, the wealera portion of the 
reef could noi bave been reacbed wilbonl paseing into Sre fathoinB 
water, and Capt. Bainbridge deemed itiprudent to haiil offwben 
he found bimaelfin eigbl. AU the Boundings ahow, aa well aa tbe 
diatmicea, that ihe frigaie atmck as atated in the (eit, on (he aaat- 
em half of ibe KaHuaa Reef; which might well be named th« 
Fhiladelphia Re«f. Il may be added, that the neareet land would 
bear neater soulbeast, than aonlh, from tha western ludf of (heM 
Eboala. The foUowiag aketcb will sxplain llie text more fully. 
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the objecta of gênerai science, ïa tbe way of anrreys 
and otber simikr précautions, that a great maritime 
etate, in potticiUar, economizes, by means of a present 
expenditure, for the nuHneats of necessity via danjj;«r 
tbnt may awaic it, an âge aheod. 



,,Gootjl>j 



46 HATAI, BIOQKAFET. 

Bcdnlsidge's first recoiuse, vraa Ihe natural expédient 
of attempting to force the ship over the obstacle, in the ex- 
pectation that the deep water lay to seaward. As sooq, 
however, aa the boats were lowered, and soundings 
taken, the tme nature of the disaster was comprehended, 
and erery eâbrt was made to back the Philadelphia o^ 
by the stem. A sèip of the size of a frigate, that goea 
seven or «ight knota, unavoidably piles a maas of water 
under her bows, and this, aided by the shelving of the 
reef, and possibly by a ground sweU, had camed the 
ship up too &r, to be got off by any ordinary efforts. 
The despenite nature of her situation was soon seen by 
the circumstance of her falling over so much, aa to 
tender it impossible to use any of her starboard guns. 

The firing of the chase had set sereral gun-boats in 
motion in the harboi, and a division of nine was tum< 
ing to windward, in order to aasiat the lebec the Ph^- 
delphia had been puianing, even beforé the last struck. 
Of course the nature of the accident was undeistood, 
and thèse enemies booq began to come wilbiu reach o£ 
ahot, though at a respectfol distance on the laiboard 
qoarter. Their fire did some injury aloû, but neith.^: 
tiie huU nor any of the crew of the frigate were hit. 

Every expédient which could be resorted to, in order 
to get the Philadelphia off, was put in piactice. The 
anchors were eut from the bows ; water was pumped 
out, and olher heavy articles were thrown orerboard, 
including ail the guns, but those afl. Finally the fore- 
mast was eut away. It Would secm that the frigate 
had no boat atrong «nough to cany out an anchor, a 
serious oveisight in the equipment of a resael of any 
sort. After exerting himself, with great coobess and' 
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discietiiMi, tmdl subset, Baiobridge con.'iulted his oE- 
ceiÉ, and the hard necessity of hauling dawn the colora 
was admitted. By this time, the gun-boats had ventuied 
ta cnies the fngate's stem, nnd had got upon.her weather 
quarter, where, bs she had fallea over serefal feet to 
keward, it wae utteily impossible to do themany hann. 
Other boats, too, were coming oui of the harbour to the 
asBÎstaïKe of the division which had first appeared. ' 

The Tripolitana got on boaid the Philadelphia, jurt 
as 'night was aetting in, ou the last day of October. 
They came tumhhng in at tbe ports, in a erowd, and 
then fdlowed a scène of indiscriminate plunder and 
confiision. Swords, epauiettes, watches, jewels, money 
and no smail portion of the clothing of the officets even, 
disappeared, the person of Bainbridge himself being 
lespected littie more than those of the common men. 
He Bubraitted to be robbed,.until they undertook.to force 
from bim a miniatuTe of his yonng and beantiful wife, 
when be succeaefiiliy resisted. The maniy detenni- 
nation he showsd in witbstaoding this last violence, bad 
Ihe effect to check the aggression, so far as he -was con- 
cemed, and about ten at nigbt, the prisonere reached 
the diore, near the casile of the bashaw, 

JusEuf Caramelli received his piisonera, late as was 
the hour, in fCtll divan i feeling a curiosity, no doubt, to 
aecertain what sort of beings the chances of war had 
thrawn into his power. There was a baibarous coar- 
tesy in his deportment, nor was the réception one of 
which the Americons had aiiy right to complain. Âfter 
a short interview, he dismissed the officers to an excel- 
lent sDppei which had been prepared for tbem in the 
castle itself, and to this hour, the gentlemen who sat 
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down to that fsaât vnth the appetites of midihîpmen, 
spealc of its meiits with an aflèctiim which prores tlist 
ît vns got up in the spirit of true lioapitality^. Wheu 
aU had supped, they weie camed back to the diraB, 
wheie thé £^ha and his fcûmsters had patiently awaited 
their letum; when the former put them in cha^e of 
Sidi Mohammed D'Ohies, one of the highest fimction* 
ariea of the regency, who conducted the offic^v, with 
the neceasaiy attendante, to the building that had lately 
been the Anjerican c<ai9nJaT résidence. 

Thia wae the commencement of a kmg and iiksone 
ct^tiTity, which teiminated <Kily with the war. The 
feelings of Bainbiidge were most painful, as we know 
from hia letters, hia private admissions, and the pecidiar 
DEttnre of his case. He had been unfortunate thioagh- 
out most of his public semce. _ -The Betaliation was 
the <»ly American ciuiseï taken in the war of 179S, 
and down to that moment, àhe was the only ressel of 
the new marine that had been taken at ail. Heie, tbeu, 
was the second ahip that had fallen into the enemy's 
hands, aiso under his orders. Then the a&ùi of the 
Qeorge Washingtoa was one iihely to wound the feel- 
ings of a high-epirited and sensîtive. mind, to which 
ezplanationa, however satia&ctory, are of thernselves 
painful and humiliating. Thèse weie circumstances 
that might hare desiroyed the buoyancy of sotne men ; 
and there ia no question, that Bainbridge feit them 
aculély, and with a livcjy de9it« to be justiSed before 
his country. At ihîs moment, his officers stepped in to 
telieve hjm, by sending a generoua letter, eigned by 
overy man in the ship whose teatimony could at ail 
influence the opinion of a court of inquiry. Ctm was 
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taken to nyii^'t^ letler, that the chaits and suundings 
jusdfied the ship ia approsching tte shore, as near as 
she had, which was the maCerial point, as cotmected 
nith hie conduct as a Goramander ; his peraonal depoit- 
ment a&BT the accident being beyond censure. Bain- 
bridge was greatly relieved by the receipt of this letter, 
the.writiug of wbich was generously and kindly con- 
ceived, though doubts may exist as to ils propriety, in a 
militoiy pcànt of view. The commander of a ahip, to a 
certain exteut, is properly responsible fcv its loss, and 
hifl snbordinates an the witnessea by whose testimony 
the court, which is finally to exoneiate, or to condemn, 
is guided ; to anticipate their cYiderae, by a joint letter, 
theiefore, is opening the door to management and in- 
flueOce which may sometimes shie)d a real délinquant. 
So tender aie tnilitaiy tribunals, atrictly courts of honour, 
that ooe witnesa ia not allowed to heai the testimony of 
an<rther, and the utmost caution should ever be shown 
about the eipression of opinions eren, until the moment 
arrives to give them in the présence of the judges, and 
under the solemnities of oaths. Thîs is said without 
direct référence to the case before us, however ; for, if 
ever an instance occutred in wliich a departure from 
severe principles ia justifiable, il was this ; and no one 
can regret that Baiubridge, in the bng captivity which 
foUowed, h^ the consolation of possessing such a let- 
ter. It may be well, hère, to mention that ail the offi- 
ceXB "wliose names are given already in this biography, 
sbared his prison, with the exèeption of Messia. Coz 
and M'Donough : the fonner of whom had ezchanged 
with Lieutenant Porter, now a captive, while the latter 
h^d been left at Oibniltai, in charge of the Meehboha, 

VOI.' !• fi 
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to C(Xne ftlofl witli Decatnr, and to sltaie in aH (he gal- 
lanl deeds of that distinguisbed ofEcer, before Tripoli. 

Much em^eration bas prevailed tm the subject of 
the treatment the American prisoners receÎTed fana tbe 
TuTka. It waa not Tegulated by the Tutes of a more 
ciTilized wai&ie, certainly, and the common mea weie 
compelled to kbour iinder the restrictious ôf Âfrican 
slavery; but the officen, on the whole, were kinâly 
treated, and the young men weie even indulged in 
many of the wild expreBaions of their hiunors. Tbere 
were manents of iiritation, and peihaps of policy, it is 
true, in which changes of treatment occttrred, but con- 
finement was the principal grievance. Bbohs were 
obtaîoed, «nd the stndies of the raidshipinen were not 
neglected. Sidi Mohammed D'Ghies proved their 
friend, though the Daniàh consul, M. Nissen, vas the 
individual to whom the gratitude of the prisoneis waa 
principally due. This benevolent man commenced lus 
acts of kindness the day aller the Americans weie 
taken, and be continued them, with unnearying phi- 
lantbropy, down to the hour of tbeir libération. By 
means of this gentleman, Bainbridge was enabled le 
communicate with Commodore Preble, who received 
many useiiil Guggestiona from the priaoner, conceming 
his own opérations before the town. 

The Turka were so fortunate as to be feTored with 
gOod weather, for seveial days aller the Philadelphie 
feU into theij hands. Surroundîng the ship with thèir 
gunboats, and canying ont the necessaiy anchors, tbey 
soon hove her off the reef into deep water ; where she 
floated, though it was necessaiy to use tbo piUnps ireely, 
and to etop some bad leaks. The guns, anchois, &c., 
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had muvoidably' been thrown on tho Eodu ; and dtey 
were also recovered with little difficully. The piisoneni, 
therefore, ia a day or tWQ, had tfae moitificatiou to sm 
theîi late flhip anchoied betweeu the reef and the towo ; 
and, ère iong, she wbb brought into tbe barbet and par- 
lialJy repaired. 

It is said, on good authonty, that Bainbridge suggest- 
ed ta Preble tbe plan for the deçtructioB of the Phîla- ' 
dfllphia, whjch was subeequeatly adopted. His corre- 
spondenj:e was active, and there is no question that it 
coDtuned many luefiil euggaations. A few weelu aâei 
be was caiKuied, be received a manly, seusible lettet 
from Pieble, which, no doubt, had a cheering inâasnce 
cm his feelingt. 

It will be remembered tbat the Pbiladelphia went 
aehoie on. the moming of the Slst Octobeï, 18(fi. Oïl 
the 16th of tbe aucceeding Februaiy, the captives wen 
fiwaked about midnigbl by the Siing of guns. A hôght 
îight glsamed upon tbe Windows, and they had tbe 
pleasuie to see the fiîgata envebped in âamesi Deca- 
tui had just quitlfid tbe sbip, and bis ketch was thsa 
sWeeping dowu tiia harboi tûwaids tbe Siren, which 
awaited ber in the offîng ! 

This exploit caused a seosible change in the tieat- 
tnent of tbe office», who weie tlisn capiires in Tripoli. 
On die Ërst of March, they w^re ail mnoved lo the 
castle, wbeie they continued for the remainder of the 
time they weie priscmers, or more than a twelremonth. 
Several attempta at escape were mode, but they ail 
&ikd; [«iiictpally for the want of means. In tbis 
manner passed montb afier month, ontil tbe spring had 
adranced into tbe siunmet. One day tbe cbeering în- 
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toDJgence spiead among ihe captives that a numerooa 
force waa TisiUe in the offing, but it disappeared in 
couequence of a gale of wind. Thia was about the 
Irt of Auguflt, 1804. A day or two kter this foree' re- 
appeàied, a heavy fîiing followed, and the gentletnen 
clambeied up to the Windows which commanded a par- 
tial riew of the offing. Theie they saw a flotilla of 
gunboats, brigs, and schoânen, gadiering towaids the 
ipcke, wheM lay a strong diviaîon of the Tarka, the 
shot from the hatteries and shippEng dasjiing the spray 
about, and' a canopy of smoke coUecting orer the sea. 
In thé back-ground ttos the Constitution — that glorioua 
fiigate ! — coming down into'die fiay, with the men on 
her top-gallant-yards gatheiing în ,the csnras, as coolly 
as if she weie about ta anchor. This was a sighi to 
wum a saiWs heart, eren within tbe walla of a prisoni 
Then they gc4 a glimpae of the despeiate asnolt led 
by Decatur— the position of their Windows peimitting 
no more— end they were left to imagine wbat vna going 
on, amid theioùof canntm, to leewaid. This wasthe 
celebiated attack of the 8d Angusl ; or that with which 
Preble b^an his own waiiare, and little intennissicn 
followed foi the nezt six wesks. On the night of the 
4th of Beptemtnr, a few giins weie fired — a heavy ex- 
plosion was heaid — and this tenninated the din of war. 
It was the catastrophe in which Someis perished. A 
day or two later, Bainbridge was taken to sçc some of 
tbe dead of that ai&ir, but he found the bodiea so much 
mutilated as to render recognitioa impossible. 

Bainbridge kept a journal of the leading events that 
occurred daring his captivity. Its meagemess, how- 
erer, supplies proof of the sameness of his tife ; little 
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occonrisg to give it inteiest, except an occsBÙnud diffi- 
culté wiih the Turks, and thèse attocks. In this joup- 
oel he.apeaks of the, explosion of the Intrqtid, aa an 
entei^iise that* eotiiely failed; injuring nothing. It 
was thoughl in the aquadron that a part c^ the wall of 
the castle had fallen, «v this occasion, but it was a mis- 
take. NtA s man, houae, or vessel of Tripoli, so far as 
can now be asceitained, suâbred, in the («ait, by the 
explosion, fioinbridge also mentions, what otber Infor- 
matioa corroborâtes, that the shells seldoiQ bunt. Many 
fell within the town, but none biew up. Two or thiee 
even stnick the hoose of die woitfay Nisseu, bat th« 
injury was slight, compaiatiTely, in umBequence of thîi 
circxunsbuice. 

Ât length the mommtt of libentirai amred. An 
Ai^Leiican negotiator appeared in the peison of the coq- 
sul-general for Barbaty,. and matters drew towarda a 
happy terminatioil. Sooie obata^es, however, occnnedf. 
and, to get rid of them, Sidi Mohammed I>'Ghies,a judge 
ot human nature, andaman superior lomost around him, 
proposed to the Basbaw to let Bainbridge go on boord 
the Constitution, then commanded by C<Hn. IÇtodgera. 
The proposai appeared pieposteroua to the wily and 
treaoherous Jussuf, who ineiated that hia prisoner would 
ne¥er be fool enough to corne baçk, if <Hice at libeity. 
The miuister undeistood Uie notions (tf military htmor 
that prevailed amongst Christian nations betler, and he 
finally succeeded in persuading his master to consent 
that Bainbridge might déport; but not until he had 
placed his oiivn son in the Bashaw*» hands, as a hostege.* 

* Il Ù pleasing to know that tliù lOli hu since had hia Ufé mon 
pTobably aaveil, bj ihe timely intetvantion of tha Americui su- 
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The Ist of Jane, 1806, was a bappy Iiotir for ibe 
subject of our memoîr, tôt then, after a captiTity of 
mneteen mmllls, to a day, was Ife permitted aguo to 
tread the deck of an American man-of-wai, The entire 
clay wBs spent in the squadron, and Boinbridge retnmed 
in the night, gready discouniged' as to the auccess of 
the negotiation.. Pînding Sidi Mohoimued D'Ghiest 
thejr repured to the palace together, where the Bashaw 
received them with wonder, He had giren up the 
dight expectation he ever had of aeeing his captive 
again, and had been sharply rebuking his miniMei for 
the weakness he had manifesled t>y bib ciedolity. 
Bainlffii^ stated to the prince the only ternis on wfajch 
the Americans would tieat, and thèse Jusauf immedi' 
ateiy rejected. The friendly offices of M. Nisaen were 
employed next day, hqwever, and on the third, a cbim- 
cil <rf State was cooTened, at which the treaty, drawn 
np in form, was laid before the memllers for approval 
OT rejection, 

At this council, Bainbridge waa invited ta be présent. 
When he entered, he was told by the Bashaw, himself, 
that no prisoner in Barbary had erer before been admit- 
ted to a similar honor, and that the discussions should 
be carried on in Fiench, in order that he migbt under- 
Btand them. The question of " peace or wai" was then 
Bolemnly pioposed. There were eight members of the 
ci^mcil,andsixweieforwar. Sidi Mohammed D*Ohies 

ihorities. A man-of-war wïb Mnl to TiipoU, and brougbt Mm 08 
■t B mon criiical moment, wlien he wu abaul lo fall B laciiSce to 
hU eoemieB. He ie dead { having been m enligbtened stUeBmaa, 
like bU focher, and aSrm fiïend of ihia counltyi tbough mtuA 
vilifîed and penecoied loward Ihe cIoh ot his biùf career. 
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and the commandaiit of tfae toatine aitme maintamed 
the doctrine of pence. There may hâve beeii precon 
cert and artifice in aU this ; if so, it was well acted. 
Tlie speechea were grare and dignified, and seemingly 
sincère, and, after a time, two of the dissentients were 
converted to the side of peaee; leaviog the cabinet 
eqTialty.divided. "How ahall I actî" d^nanded the 
Bashftw. " Which party shall I salisfyî — you are four 
for peace, and four for war !" Hère Sidi Ttfohammed 
D'Ghies arose and said it waa for the sorereign to dé- 
cide— they were but councillors, wherea» he was theîr 
prince : thougli he entreoted him, for bis own interesta 
and for tbose of his people, to make peace. The 
Bashaw diew nia signet from his bosom, deliberately 
affixed it to tbë Qeaty, and edid, witb dignity and em- 
phaeis, "7/ ûpeace," 

The gahites followed, and the war ceased. Tbe 
principal officers of the squadron visited the captirés that 
erening ; and the next day tbe latter were taben on board 
ship. A generous Irait of the seamen and marines, on 
this occasion, mérita notice. A Neapolitan slave had 
been muob employed about them, and bad shown them 
great kÎQdness. They sent A deputation to Bainbridge, 
to request be would authorize ih« puiser to advance 
them tTOO, of tbeir joint pay ; it was done, and, with 
the money, they bonght the lîberty of the Neapolitan; 
cairying him oâ' with them — finally landing him on 
^ hi» own shoies. 

At Syracuse, a court of inquiiy waa held, for the loss 
of the Philadelphia. This court consisted of Capta.- 
James Bairon, Hugh G. Campbell and Stephen Deca- 
tur, iun. Qen. Eaton waa the judge advocate. The 
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resolt w&B an honoraUe acquittai. The finding of thîs 
court was d&ted June 29, 1805. 

The countiy dealt geneiodsiy and &iiiy by Bain- 
bridge and his officeis. The loes .(£ the Phikdelphrâ. 
was Tiewed as being, preoiflely what it waa, an un«- 
voidable accident, that was met by men eng^ed in the 
zealoas service of tbeir conntry, in a distant sea, on an 
inhospitaUe sbovë, and at an indemrait seasoo of the 
yeai ; and an accident that eotailed on the eoâèieTa r 
hmg and iriuome captivity. Ta tare been one of the 
Fhiladelphia's ciew has erei been righây deemed a 
atroBg daim on the gratitude of the lepaMic. and from 
the houi at wbich the ill-fated ship bwered her ensign, 
àawa to Ihe présent moment, a syllaUe of repioach hns 
neverbeenwhispeied. Bainbridge.himaeU'.irasbKNight 
pnsninently into notice by the affi.ii, and the sympathy 
hia miafoTtunes pioduced in the public mind, made him 
a favorite with die nation. The advantage thus ob- 
lained, was supported and perpetualed by that Jnink and 
sincère eanfestness which marked his public Berrice, 
and which was so well adapted to embellish the maidy 
career of a sailor. 

The officen and crew of the Philadelpkia leached 
home in the autunm of ISO&, and were wekwned 
with tho waimth that theii privationa entitled them to 
receive, ^ 

Capt. Baiabridge had manied, when a young man, 
and he now found himself embanassed in his ciicum- 
stances, with &n incieasiug family. But few ships weie 
~ employed, and theie were officers senior to himself to 
command them. The half-pay of his lank was ,then 
only $600 a year, and he determined to get leave (o 
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make a voyage oi two in the mensh^U service, in oïder 
to lepair hia fortunes. He liad been appoînted to the. 
naTy-yilrd *t New York, however, prcTÎouBJy to this 
determinalion, but prudence pointed out Û(b course on 
wfaich he had decided. A voyage to the Havaim, in 
wMch he was part owner, tumed out weli, and he con- 
tinoed in this pursuit for two years ; cà &om the sum- 
mer of 1806, until the spring of 1S08. In March d* 
the latler year, he wae ordered to Portlànd, and, in De* 
cember ft^owing, he was tranaferred to the conunand 
of the Prerident 44, then considered thé finest ship in 
the navy. Owing to deatha, résignations, and promO' 
tiens, the Iwt of captains hadundergone aome changes 
aÎDC6 the passage .of the reduction-law. It now con- 
tained tiûrteen naines, a number determined by an a^ 
pasaed in 1606, among which that of Bainbiidge atood 
dke aixth iù lank. The difficulties with England, which 
had produced the armaniHit, seemed on the point of ad- 
justment^ and immédiate war was no longer expected. 
Bainbridge Eoistéd his first broad pennant in the Prési- 
dent, haTJng the cômmand on the southem division of ' 
the coBst ; Com. Bodgers corQmending at the north. In 
the enimmer of 1809, thê Président sailed on the coest 
service, and continued under Bainbridge's ordera, undl 
May, 1810, when he lefl her, again to leturn to a mer- 
chant vessek 

On Ihis occasion Bainbridge went into die BaUc. 
On his way to St. Petersburg, a Danigh cruiaer took 
him, and càrried him into Copenhagen. Hère, his fiist 
thonght was of hia old friend Nissen. Within Balf an 
hour, the latter was with him, and it ie a coïncidence 
worthy of being mentioned, that at the very moment 
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the beneroleat ez-conaul heard of 'Bainbiîdge's amTfl^ 
ke was actually engaged in impaddng a bandsoma 
silyer unii which liad beea sent to hiio, as a mentotial (rf' 
his own kin^ess lo them, by the late offices oT the 
Fhiladelphia- ' 

Through the ezeitions of this uHistant friend, Baiiv- 
bridge soon obtained jiutice, and his ship vna released. 
He then went ap the Baltic. In thja trade Capt. Bain- 
bridge WB9 induced to continue, uutil the lencontre o^ 
corred, betwcen his late ship, the Preaid^, and the 
Britiah ressel of wnr, the Little Beh. A^ sooa as a^ 
prized of this erenl, he left 8t. Petenbaig, and made 
the best of his way to the Atlantic coast, OTér>laiid. In 
February, 1813, he reached Washingtim, and lepoited 
himself for service. Bat no otxisequences ever foUowed 
aie action mentioned, and a period. of brief but delusive 
calm socceeded, dniing. which few, if any, beliered that 
war was neai. StîU it had been seriously contempkted ; 
and, it is undeistood, the question of the dispositicm of 
the navy, in the event of a straggle ao serious as one 
trith ChreAt Britain's oconrring, had heta gxavely agt- 
tated in the cabinet. To his great mortification, Bain- 
bridge Icamed the opinion prevailed that it wtNild be 
expédient to ky np ail the vcesels ; or, at most, to use 
them only foi haibOT defencç. Fortunatdy, the présent 
Com. Stewart, an officer seveial yeare the junior of 
Baifibridge in lanii, but aae of hig-h moral couiage and 
of great décision of chaiacter, happened to be aifH> ai 
the Beat of govemment. Afiei a consultation, thèse 
two captains had interviews with the Secretaiy and 
Piesident, and, at the iiequeat of the latter. ad- 
diessed to bim such a lettei as ânatty induced a chan^ 
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of pdicy. fbd BAinbdndjFQ and Steirail Txvng wired 
tfaeir coontty but in thia om act, they wtmld'be entitled 
to Tsceire its laatiDg gratitnàe. Their Temonstranoes 
againat belonging to a peace-miry were paniculariy 
pungent; but their maiii arguments were solid and 
conrmcing. Aller aiding in perinmung thifi act of vital 
eerrice to the coips to wliich he beloogedi Bainbridge 
pnceeded to GhariwRownrMasa&chaaQtta, and MBumed 
the command «rf th« yaid. 

War VM dedared on tbe 18th June, 1613; orahonly 
after Bainbridge waa eataUidied at hia uew port. Bf 
this time death had cleved the bat of caplains of mcot 
of hia auperioTS. Hunay 'was at the faead of the nary, 
but too M and infiim for active aervice. Neit to him 
stood Roc^ieis ; Jamea Barron came ibiid, but he «ras 
abroad ; and Bainbridge was the fouith. This ciroom- 
stance entitled him to a c(»amand afloat, and he got die 
Constelktioa 88, a lucky sbip, thougb noi the (me he 
^ould hâve chosen, co' the one he might justty hâve 
claimed in viitue of bis commissioii. Biit the thiee 
best frigates bad al) gone to sea, in quest of tbe enemy, 
and he waa g^ to g«t any thing. A few weeks later, 
Hall caïqe in with the Ccxisiitution, afler perfonning 
two faandaome exploits in ber, and veiy generously 
conse^led to give her up, in order that aome one else 
might faave a chance. To thla ahip- Bainbridge was 
immedi^ely transferred, and on board bei be lyiisted 
fais bn»d pennant on the 15tb September, I8I2. 

The Eesex 32, Capt. Porter, and Homet 18, Capt, 
Lawrence, were joined to Bainbridge 's oïden, anS. bis in- 
structionB were tocniise for the English East Indta tmde, 
ra die Soath Attantic. The Esaez was in tbe Delaware ; 
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sbe wiu'diiected to rendezveus at tbe Cape de Verdes, 
or oa the coast of South Americft. The Cinistitution 
and Homet sailed in cf^upany, fran Boston, oa the 
86th October. Tlie events-of thé cruiBe prevented the 
Essex, which ihip was commanded by Poiter, bis old 
first lieutenant in the Pbiladelpiiia, from joining the 
cpounodore. . 

The CcHutitution and Homet arrÎTed off St. Salrad<» 
on the X3tb of Decembei. The latter ship went in, and 
found the Bonne Citoyenne, an enemy's crtiiser of 
eqtial force, lying in tbe harbor. This discorery led to 
a c<nicepondence which will be mmtioned in thb life 
(^ Lawience, and which induced Bainbtidge to quit the 
offing, leaving the Homet on the look-out for her enemy. 
On the S6tb, accordingly,~be steered to the Bouthward, 
inteoding to stand aloug the coast sis low as 12° 30' S., 
when, about 9, A. M-, on tbe 39th, the ship then being 
in 13° 6' 8. latitude, and 81° W, limgilude, or about 
thirty milee from the land, she made two strange mil, 
insbore and to windward. Aliera little manœuvrin^, 
one of the sbips closing, while the other stood on to- 
waids St. Salradcff, Bainbridge waa Mtisâed he bad an 
enemy's Mgste &irly within bis leocb. This was « 
fortunate meeting to occui iû a aea wheie theie was 
Ultle hazaid of finding himjBelf environed by hostile 
CTuisbiB, and ooly sixty-fbur days out hitnself from 
Bosti^. 

In Teceiving tbe Constkution from HuU, Bainbridge 
found her witb only a portion of her old officera in 
her, though the crew remained esaentially the eame. 
Monis, her laie first lieutenant, bad been promoted, 
and was succeeded by Qeoige Parker, a gentleman of' 
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Vi^lfinia, àiula mim«f apiiit Buddetennioadoo. Jdm 
Shubrick and Beekman 'HoStium, the firat of Soûth 
Cuoljna asid the last o€ New York, two cfficera wào 
atood Becoiu| to none of their laak m the service, wera 
BtUl in the flhip, howerei, and Aiwyn, hei late iMsIer, 
liadbeenpromoied, and was now the junior lieutenant/ ' 
la. awaid, their commander conid rely en bis officere 
and pe<^le, and he prepared for action with confidence 
and'alacrily. A sinûlar spiiit seemed to prevaO in the 
oth^ Teseel, w^ch was exceedingly well oŒcered, and, 
as it appeared in the end, waa etti& masDed. 

Ata quaiter past meridian, the enemy showed Ëng- 
liah coloTa. Soon after, the Constitution, which had 
stood to thesouthwaid todiRwthestrai^^oâ'the lBn<^ 
hauled up her mainsail, took âï her loyala, and (acked 
toward the stnmger. Ai the wind was light and the 
watei smooth, the Oonstihititni kept every tbing ak^ 
teady for nae, c)osing wilh her enemy with n^ yaida 
acioss. At 2 P. M. the stranger i^ about half a mile 
to windward of the Constitution, and ahowed no colora, 
except a jaclc. Baiubridge now ordeied a ebot fired at 
him, to induce him to set an enaign. Tlûs order beîng 
misunderetood, produced a whole broadside from the 
Constitution, wben (he étranger showed Ëngbsh colora- 
again and letumed the fire> 

TbiB was the coromencement c^ a iuriêus canncm? 



* Alaa i how fsv of the gsUaDt >piritB of the lue wbt renuin! 
Bambndge U gone. Parker died là connnend of tbe Sïcen, ibs 
next yeai. John Shubiick va» lost in ths Eperrïer, alwelve- 
month later ; end Beakiniin Hi^iwn died b oepuin in . 1S34 ; 
«bile Alvyn tarvived tli« wotuids lecsived in Uûi action bat ■ 
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adirig, both ahipg muirauTTing totale ûoi to araïd 
being: laked. Tery soon aftei tbe action commenced, 
Bt|inbridg« was hit by a muslcet bail in the bip ; and, 
a mimite or two later, a sbot came in and camed awmy 

, the wbeel, and drore a smidl boit mth consideraUe 
Tiolence Into his thigh. N«ither injury, honorer, in- 
duced him even to sil down ; be k^ waUdng tha 
<]uaTter-deck, and attendinff to die ship, greotly adding 
to the subséquent inflammation, as dièse iôreign sub- 
stances were lodged in the muscles offais leg, and, m the 

' end, thiealened tetanns. The Ifwt iojory mia leoeiTed 
about twenty minutes aAer tbe firing commenced, and 
was eren of mote importance to the ship than the 
woiind it produeed was to ber captain. The whecd 
vna knocked into splinteis, and it became necesmy 
to Btecr below.' TbU was a serious evil in the 
midst ni a battle, and mon puticulaily in an action in 
which there was an nnusualtunount d waaâMVTing, 
The English Tessol, being very sttraig manned, was 

* 9ome tîne «fier Ibe p«>c« of IS19, a ^inguisbed oScer of * 
Ihe Ettglùih na*7 Tisiud the Conatitntion, tben jnat Ëtled sasw at 
BoMOQ, fer • Hediiemneau croise, He «eai thraugb the ship 

accompBDÎeii by Capt. ; of our service. " Well, whai do 70a 

think of herT" aaked ihe Istler, afler the Iwa had gone through 
tbe veasel and reaclied the quarter-deok agaia. "'She îs me of 
the finaai tngatea.if noi the verr &mm fiigate, I evet put my foot 
OH boardof,'! renimed the Bngliahmuii "bot ae I muai fiiidui« 
{aaU, l'il juat asy that jour wbeel ia one of ihe clumaieat thioga 

I eTer aaw, and ia unworthy of Ibe Teaael." Capt. laaghed, 

■nd iben eiplolned the appêaranâe of ihe wbeel to tba other, aa 
follow* ; " Wben ihe Cooititution took the Java, ibe former'a 
wbeel waa ^ot out of ber. The JsTS'e wbeel waa fitled on the 
Conatitatiaii 10 ateer wilb, and, altbougb we Ihink it aa ugly aa 
;ou do, we keep it ai a tropby !" 
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actively handled, and, sailing betteî than ihe Con- 
stitution ia light winds, ber efibrts to rake pioduced a 
Buccessioa of evoluttonst wliich caused botti ahips lo 
ware so ofien, that the battle termioBted seTei^ milefl 
to leeward of the point on the océan where it com- 



Aftei the action had la^ed aoi&e limei BaiiJaidge 
determined to close with Ms eitemy at ejety hazaid. 
Me Bet his courses accoidingly, and luâèd up close to 
the wind. Tbis broughl matteis to a onna> and tba 
Eïng^hinan, finding tbe Copstitution'a fire, too Iwary, 
attempted to ton her abofud, His jib-botan did get foui 
of the American frigate'a mizen ligging, but Ut» eod of 
hia bowsprit being sbol away, uid his foiemitst «xm 
after followisg, tbe ahips gassed dear of eacb otheri 
making a lucky escape for the assailonts.* The battis 

* On tira part pf the eaemf, in the wu of worda whiah. iiKCMd- 
ed tbe wu of 1613, il wbb prelendsd thaï the Consiitaiioi) kspt 
oS in thig eB£a£em«M, Bsinhndge, in his oŒcial letler, BSye ha 
endecToored ta don, u therisk ef being rahcd ; the earlf !o*s 
of tbe CaoBtituuoD'B wheel prerented her 6om muiAnvrilig ai 
*lw might oiberwise bave dons. Wban a bijiate'i wbeal ia gone, 
the tiller ia woiked bj tacklea, below (wo detika, and thù makes 
awkwaid work ; fint, aa to the tranamiasioB <rf ordera, and nezl, 
■nd priticipBlly, aa to tbe degiee of change, the men wbo do iha 
work not being able lo aee du Mil». TheM aie two modea of 
tianaïuilling tba ordeiB ; onebf alnbefiitadlbi thateipien pni- 
poae, and ihe aihei by ■ Una of mldidiqimeii. 

But the abauid paît of the sigament ww an atiempt to ahow 
thftithe CooatîtuUon capiuied ^ JavKby hergieatsaperiorily ia 
nnalt-arniB-men ; Kentucky riflemao, efooutae, of whom, bf t^a 
' wayi thcr» probable waa never one in an Ameiican ahip. This 
•ttempi waa siade, b eoniiectioii wîlh a h^e in -wfalch tbe de- 
feated pvty, too, had every wir, ev«a to her bowaprit, Hhoi ont 
of hei : Ail the wiUMMWS os the anboeiiaEnt court of ioquiry ap- 
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continued' soute time longer, the Constitution throwing 
in MTeml eâèctire iaking broadaidea, and then falling 
alongside of her enemy to leeward. At length, finding 
her adreisaiy's gâas silenced and his ensigii down, 
Bainbridge boarded his tacks again, luSèd up athwart 
the Englishman's bows, and got a position ahead 
and to windwaid, in order to repatr damages ; actually 
coming ont of the battle as he had gone into it, with 
lOyal yaids afiross, and every spar, from the higheat 
to the lowest, in its place 1 The enemy pieaented a 
singular contisst. Stick after stick had been shot ont 
of him, as it iiiight be, inch by inch too, until Dothîng, 
but a few stumps, was leli. Ail her masts were gone, 
the fonnaast hanng been shot away twice, once near 
the cat-harpings, and again much nearer to the deck ; 
the mais-topmast had corne down some time before the 
maânmast fell. The bowsprit, as bas been said, was 
shot away at the cap. Aller receiring thèse damages, 
the enemy did not wait for a new attack, but as soon as 
the Constitution camé round, with an intention to cross 

peu to bave been uked «bool thii muaketrj, snd tho answer of 
tbs boatswain ii uniuiiig. 

QtKtiûn. "Didfon aiSw moch &om musketry on the fora- 

itlef 

Anâwtr. "TeS) tuA likewitefivm HMitd and grape." 
Anolber abmrditr was an anempt to thow (aM James, Ap. p. 13 
it the Java would bave cani^ the Coonitutiaa had her men 
Krded. Tbe Coostituiian's upper ieA wu said to b« deserted, 
if her people bsd lefl i( in appréhension of their enemies. Not 
Dun left his aiuion in tbe ahip, thst day, eicept nnder orden, 
d sa Ëu&ara caiing sboul die actempt ta board, they Hdicoled il. 
le Java was verj bravelj fought, bsy oad s queetian, but Ihe 
institution look her, and came ont of tbe actïOD with rojml ^wds 
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hei fcne-foot, he Jowered a jack wUch had been flying 
at the atump of his mizeninaat.* 



* Tha followiiig di^nua wiU lidtha rsader in hw *)«w of tb* 
moTeneiiti of ths two Tenel«, darinfi the ensigement. 






faoïSJO. ^ ' 
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Ile ship 6Kml»idg« c^tsred was tbe Jftta 88, Capt 
Lambert. The Jare wu a French buih ship that had 
been csptared sbme lime pieviously, under the nsme of 
La Renommée) in thoM seas when lies the island a&ej 
which ahe wbs Bubeequently called. She moimted 49 
cBiriage ^ns, and had a sufficient numbei of BUpernii- 
meraries on boaid to raïae her complément at quarten 
to sometbing like 400 souIs. Of thèse the Engliah ac- 
counts admit that 134 were killed and wounded ; though 
Baiubrïdg^e thought hei low waa maleiially greater. It 
ia eaid a mueter-Iist waa found in the ship, that waa dated 
£ve daya after the Java Ufl England, and which coU' 
tained 446 names. From thèse, however, waa to be 
deducted the crew for a prize ahe had taken ; the ahip 
in Company when made the day of the action. Capt. 
Lamben died of his wounds ; but there was a master 
and cconmandet on boaid, among the paesengeis, and 
tbe suiriving fiist lieutenant was an officer of merit. 

In addition to the officeis and seamen wbo were in 
the Java, as pasaengeis, were Lieutenant-Geneial Hisbp 
uid his staâ*, the fonner of vhcsa waa going to Bcmbay 
aa goremor. Bainbridge treated thèse captires with 
great Eberality and kîndneas, and after deetroying his 
prize for want of meana to refit, ber, be landed ail his 
prisoners, «i parole, at St. Salvador. 

Ib tbis action the Coastituticm had nine men killed 
and twenty-five men wounded. She was a good deal 
eut up in tbe ligging, and bad a few spars injuied, bnt 
Gonsidering the vigour of the engagement and the 
smootbness of the water, she escaped witb but little in- 
jury. There is no doubt that she waa a heavier ship 
thon her adversory, but the différence in the batteries 
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\na lésa thaa appeaied hy tfae Aoniin^ calibres «f the 
guns ; the American ahot, ia tfaat wBf, being geoerally 
cri* ligbt weight; while thoee of the Javai hy some ac- 
countH, were French. ' 

It haa been sàid that Bainbridge diaregarded his avm 
'wonnds until thé initatton endangered hia life. Hû 
last injnry must hava been received about half-paat two, 
and he remained ac^irely engagea on dpck until II 
o'clook at night; thua kdding the imtatioa of eight 
houis of exertion ta the origind injuries. The conae- 
quencea were some exceedingly thie&tening aymptoma, 
but skilful treatment aubdued thent, 'when his lecoreiy 
was rapid. 

An ioteresting hiterrieff took place between Bain- 
bridge and Lambert, on the qusHer-deck of the Consti- 
tution, after the arrivai of the ahip al St. Salvador. 
The English captain was in his cet, and Bainbridge 
appioached, supported Iqc two of his own officera, to 
take hia leave, and to restore the dying nmn his sword. 
' Thia inlemew haè been described as touching, and aa 
leaving Idnd feelings between ihe parting office». Poor 
lAmheit, an offîcer of great taerit, died a day or two 
aflerwarda. 

The Constitution now letuined home for repaira, being 
very rotten. She reached Boston, Febrnaiy 37, 1818, 
after a tniise of oûly four months and one day, Bain- 
bridge retumed in triumph, this time, and, if hiâ coon- 
trymen had prerioaaly manifested a gênerons ^mpa- 
thy in .hia miafortunes, they now ahowed as Btiong a 
feeling in hia succesa. Tho rictor was not more 
eMeemed for bis courage and skiU than foi the high 
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and'cbinboua comtes^ and libeiality with which be 

- had treated liis priaoners. 

Bainbnilge gare np the Constitution on liis retnin 
hiHne, and resumed the conunand of the jard at Chailes- 
towni vrhsK the Independeuce 74 was building, a venael 
he intended tp toke, wheo launched. Hère he remained 
until the peaoe, that ship uot being quite ready to go 
out when the treaty was sig^ed. Intbe^iingof 1SI6, 
a squadioB was ^nt to the Meditenanean, under Deca- 
tui, to act agalust the Dey of Âlgieis, and Bainbridge 
fqllowed, as comnumder-in-chief, in the Independeuce, 
th&agh.he did not oiriTe until hia actiye piedecessot 
had bnmght the war to a successful close. On this oc- 
casiw. Bainbridge had under his ordera the Utgest naval 
fi»ce diat had thea ever been aasembled undei the 
American flag ; from «ighteea to twenty sail of efficient 
cmieerB being inchided in his ccuunand. In November* 
after a cruise of about fire months, he letumed to New- 
pon, haviiig one ship of the line, two frigafes, seren 
biigs, end three schooneis in companjr. Thug he cat- 
ried to sea the first two-deckcT that erer sailed undër 
the American flag ; the présent Capt. Bolton being his 
filst lieutenant. Duiing this cruise, Com, Bainbridge 
amnged sâveral difficuitiee with the Barbary powérs, 

■ and in ail his serrice, he maintained the honor aad 
dignity of his flag and of his command. 

Bainbridge now continued at Beeton sereral yeai^ 
with his peiviant flying in the Independence, as a guard 
ship. In the autumn of 181S, however,he was detached 
(mce moie, for the puipoee d again commandiag io 
the Meditenanean. This was the fiAh time in whicli 
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ne had been sent îiUo ihat sea ; ihiee timea in conmumd 
of &jgates, and twicâ at the head of squadronH. The 
Colurobus 80, an «ntirely new ahip, waa selected for hia 
pennaut, and ha dîd not sail undl April, ISitO, in ctnue- 
quence of Ihe work iliat il was necessary to do on booid 
het. The Cdumbus reached Oibrattai early ib June. 
This vna an easy and a pleasant cnitse, one of the cJ>- 
jects being lo aliow the sqnadnm in the ports of the 
Méditenanean, in ordei to impiesa the diâèrent natituu 
CXI ita coast with the importtutce of respecting the mari- 
time rigbts of the republic. Bainbridge had a stm^ 
désire to show hia présent force, the Columbua in par- 
ticnlar, before Constantinople, whither he had been 
sent twenty yeais before, against his wi^es.but a ârman 
could sot h» procored td pass the caaties with so heavy 
a ship. AAer remaining ont about a year, BainMdgiq 
was reliered, and retonted home, the principal objecta 
of his cTuise having been efiècted, 

This was Bainbridge's last service afloat. He had 
now made ten CTuises m the puUic service, had com- 
manded a sChooner, a brig, fire frigates and two iine-t^- 
batde ships, beaides being^al the head of three différent' 
sqnadrons, and h was thought expédient to let ynunger 
i^Gcers gain sone expérience. Age did not indace 
him to retire, fot ho waa not yet fifty ; b«t others had 
cloima on the country, and hia family had daims on 
himself. 

Although unemployed affoat, Bainbridge continued 
diiigently engaged in the aerrice, geneially of the re- 
pubhc and of the navy. He was at Charleatown — a 
fiiTOmile station witb him — ^for some thne, and then woe 
placed at the head of the board of navy commisaioners. 
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aC Washington. Afiar aerring his three yeus in th» 
ktter station, be had the PhilEulelphia yaid. Bai&briilg» 
bad remored his &mily tVFenty-^ix times, îp the course 
of his diâêient changes, and considering himself as a 
Deiawaie searoan, h« now detennioed to eetablish him- 
self pennanently in the ancient capital ef the cxnmtiy. 
An unpleasant colliuon with the head of the depait- 
ment, however, forced him finm his command in 1831 ; 
but, the next year, h» was lestoied to \he station at 
Chadeatown. HishealthcoiiipelledhinitogiTeiq)dd8 
station m a fev mondt8,aQd his constitution being bioken, 
he lettuned to his famiJy in Philadelphîa, iathe month o£ 
March, 1882, onlyto die. His disease waa pneumonis^ 
cnmected with great limitation of the bowels and a 
wasting dianhœa. As eiurly as in January, 1833, he waB 
toid that bis case waa bopeless, when he manifested a 
> cahn and manly résignation to bis fate. He iived, 
however, until the 28tb of July, when he breathed Ma 
last, aged fîây-oine yeais, two months and twenty-oœ 
da^. An hoiiT or two pieviously tohiadeathihismind 
begap to wander, and not long before he yielded np his 
hreatb, he laiscd ail that was left of- his once nobls 
&ame, demanded his anns, and oïdeied ail hands called 
to board the enemy ! 

Bainbridge mairied, m the e&riy part of his oaieer, a 
lady of the West Indi», of the name Hyieger. Sbe 
was the grand-daughter of a former govemor of St. 
Ëuetatia, of the nme name. By tbis lady he had fire 
children who grew up ; a Boa and four dau^teis. The 
^on waa educated to the bar ; was a young man of mach 
promise, but he died a short time previously to his 
isthei. Of the daughteis, oae married a gentleman (tf 
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ihe Dame of Hay«8, feimeliy bf the navy ; onother 
numed Mr. A. O. Jaudon, of Philadejphia, and a thiid 
ia naw the wife of Henry K. HoS, a native ci Penn- 
sylvama, and a sea-lieuteuant in the service, of , eleven 
yean' standing. HeleU his family in easy circum- 
stances, principaJly the regi&t of his own pradencc, 
ftsethought, gaUastry, and enteiprise. 

At the time of his death, CommodoK Bahibridge 
slood third io rank, in the American navy ; having a 
long Ust of captaina beneath him. Had justice been doue 
to this gallant officer, ti> the service to which hé be- 
loAged, or even to the couniry, whose interests an aloae 
tci be efficienlly protected by a poweiful marine, he' 
tfOuM hâve wom a &ig some yeaia before the teanina^ 
tion of his career. âuite rec«ntly a brig of war bas 
received his name, in ihat service which be so mu«li 

' loved, and in vhich he passed the best o[ his days. 
Com. Bainbridge was a man of fine and commanding 
peiBonal appearance. His stature was abont sik feet,' 
and his firame vraa muscular and of unusually good 

' prop<»ti<mB.> His face was handsome, particularly in 
youth, and his eye uncommonly animated and piercizig. 
In tempérament he was ardent and sanguine ; bat cool 
in danger, and of a courage of proof. !^is feelings 
were véhément, and he was quickly roused ; but, gei^- 
rous and brave, he was easity appeaeed. Like moet 
men who are excitable, but who are firm at boltom, he 
yraa the calmest in moments of the greatest responsi- 
bîTiiy.* He vras hospjteble, chivalrous, m^nanimous, 

* A aiiigalu ptooC bon ùr ihe reaoltitian of Biinbridge could 
oveicome bii natutvl bSimitiM, WBs conneeted with a very melaa- 
eholr tSàr. When Decalnt fbught the dael in which b% féU, h* 
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and a finn (nend. His dkciplîne was serflie, but be 
tempeied it with much considemtîoQ for the wanls and 
health of his crews. Few serred with him ivha did 
DOt love him, for the conTiction thaï his heut was right, 
was gênerai araong a]] who knew him, There was a 
cordiality and wannth in'his manner, that galned him 
friends, and thèse who tmew him beat, say he l)ad the 
art of keeping them. 

A shade waa thiown over the last yeaiB of the Ëfé 
of Ihis noble-apiiited man hy disease. His stifiériogs 
diore him to the use of antispasmodica, to an extent 
vhich^eianged the nerves. Thia alleied his mood so 
' much as to induce those who did not know him well to 
imagine that hia charactei had undergooe the change. 
This WB8 net the case, however; le his dying hour 
Bainbridge continued the waim-ikeaited friend, the 
chivalious gentleman, and the devoted lover of his 
couDtry'a honor and interests. 

■elscted hia old comm^der and friend, Bunbridge, lo accompiof 
^iTn to tbe field. Buinbridge bsd a slight naCunil impediment in 
hîi speech, whicb aomeiitnei embomiaBd hia aiterence ; eipecitlt}k 
when tOy thing eicileâ him. On nich ocuuioite, he nausllr bs- 
gm > asDlence — "un-let" — "un-(er," or "mt-lo," md then ba 
managed 10 gat ont Ihe beginning of nhat he had to mj. On ibe 
nd ocHuion alluded lo, ihe word of cannniiuid waa to be " Fire— 
■Hie, (VKi, three;" Ihe pirtiea 5nag bstween VFïie" and "ihrea." 
Bainbridge won tbe toaa, anU waa to give the word. It thea oc- 
cmred lo one of tbe gantlemen of Ihe othei aide thaï aome accident 
migbt ariae from ibii pecuUsrïi; of Bniubridge'B — " oEie iiea" 
aounding bo much like " un-(er," and he dcsired thaï the uriiola 
order might be reheaned before it waa fînally acted. Thia waa 
doue; but Bainbridge waa periécllr cool, and no mialake wai 
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Few men in thia coon^ bave left names as distin- 
guished as that of Someia, uound wliow peisooal histoiy 
there remaina so much doubt. Had tie not giren up 
bis life in the service of im country, lie would moK 
probebly Uave now been liAig, in a green old âge. 
"Wliile moDy of, hia frienda and shipmatea slill aurrire ' 
to bear testimony to his bravery anà hia riitoea, yet no 
ooe aeema to posae^ the précise information tbat is 
neceaaary to a full and accurate biograpbical sketcb of 
moie tban hia public seivice^. The rame myatery that 
iias so long clothed tbe incidenEa of hia death, appeais 
to bave gathered about tboae of bia early bfe, veiling tbe 
beginning and tbe end equally in a aad and uncertain 
intereat. ' 

The family of SomeTa emigrated from £ngland to 
America in tbe early part of tbe eigbleentb ccntury, 
eatabbsbing itaelf at Great Egg Harbor, Glonceater 
county, New Jersey. . Heie tbç ^migrant became tbe 
proprietor of a conaidetable landed property, moat of 
which still Temaina in tbe hands of his descendants, the ' 
place bearing tbe name of Somera' Point, This Point 
fonns tbe soulheastem eïtremlty of the county, being 
separated &om that of Cape May raerely by tbe Harbor. 
Gordon, in his Gazetteei of New fcfsey, thus describes 
the spot, viz.:— ^Somets' Point, post-office and port of 
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entry forGreat Egg Hubor district, npontheOnat E^ 
Haibor l»y, aboat 43 miles S, E. from Woodbniy, 88 
from Trenton, and, by post-Toute, 196 from Washington. 
There is a tavem an^ boarding-house liere, and scTetal 
Airm-houses. It is much lesorted to for sea-bathing in 
summer, and gunning in tbe bll season." 

It is believed that the Christian name of the emigtast 
was John, and as this was also the baptismal désignation 
of the celebrated jnrisl, who camfffrom the mtddie cIbbs 
of society, the circumatances, taken in connection with 
the fcct thaï the family was known to hâve been respect- 
able in England, leares the atrong probahility that the 
parties had a commoa engin. At ail ëvents, this John 
ScaneTs, hy his possessions, and position, must hare 
been of a condition in life mach supeiior to the greal 
bodyqf ihe emigrants to the American colonies. Bepurt 
makes him a man of strong Ënghsh habits and chantc- 
ter, while there isa tradition among his descendants trf 
the existence of a mothet, or of a mother'in-la.w,Vho 
was of French extraction, and a native of Acadié. Thia 
peTS<at niay hâve been the mMher of the wife of the 
emigrant, however ; but the cÎTcamstance is not withont 
interest, when it is rememhered that the regretted 
Someis himself, like his intimate friend- Decatur, had 
more of the physical appearance of one descended ftom 
a French stock, than of one who was derived from a 
purely Anglo-Sason ancestry. 

The property at Somers' Point descended princi- 
paUy, if not entircly, to the two sons of the emigrant, 
John and Richard. John, ihe eldest, lired and died on 
the estate, where his descendants are still to be foùnd. 
Biclùid. the youngest, married Sophia Stillwell, of the 
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same part ofhisnatÎTe province, bywboin hehadlhiM 
children, Coostant, S(ira&, and Rioharâ. 

Constant Somers married Mias Leaming, ti Cap« 
May ccraoty, and died young, leaTÏng a son and a 
daughtei. Ilie former, who bore his fatber's name, 
waa accidentally killed al Cronstadi, in Rusaia, while 
yet a yoiuh, and the daughter married a gentleman of 
the name of Corsen, also of Cape May county, and bas 
issue. Thèse childien are the only descendants, in the 
third génération, of Richard ScHners, the second son of 
the emigmnt. 

SaïahSomeTB nuirnedCaptainKeen,of I^uladelphia, 
and still suTrires as his widow, but has no ohildien. 
Richard, the youugest otuid, is the aubject of oui 
memoir. 

Richard Someis, the eldei, wonld seem to hâve been 
a man of coonderable' local note. He was a colonel of 
the militia, a judge of the county court, and his name 
appeais among those of the members firaa his native 
county in the ProTincial Ccngrèss, for the year 1775; 
thongh it nviild seem Ihat he did not take his seat. 
Col. Somers was an active whig in the Révolution, and 
was rûach employed, iii the field and olherwiae, more 
especially during the first years of the gieat stro^le 
foT national existence. His influence, in the paît of 
New Jersey where he resided, waa of sufficient import- 
ance to render him particularly obnoiioua to the attacks 
of the tories, who were in the piactice of seizing plmni- 
nent whigs, and of canying them within the Britiah 
lines i and Gteat Egg Harbor being much eïposed to 
descents &om thp side of the saa, Col. Someis was , 
induced to temove to Fhiladelphia with his bmily, for 
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protection. As this temoval must hâve beeii m&ds 
after the town waa eracnated by Sir Henry Clintop, it 
could Ttot hare takea place earljer than the sumiuer of 
1779 ; andthere i» good leasonfoi thinking it occuired 
twoorthiee seaaons later, HeieCoL Somera remajned 
for seTeral jtaxa, or nearly down'to the period of hig 
âealh. 

RichardvSomeia, the son of Bichaid, and the grandat» 
of the etnigront, it is beliered was bom in 1779. and it 
is knovm that Jiia , binb todc phce prior to t)ie lemoral 
of his parents to Philadelphia. As his fatfaei was bom 
Noreniber 24, 1737, it delenniOes two facts: -firsl, that 
Ae fanuly must hare enùgrated at teOst as early aa 
lidù, if not Bome years earlier ; and, secondly, that 
Col. Somera had reached middle âge when his distin- 
gnished and youngeat- «hîld diew his eariiesf breath. 
Someia £rat went to scbool in Philadelphiv, and was 
Sa1»eqnently «eut to Buriington, vrhere there was an 
«cademy of aime nteiit for the period. At the toter 
place the boycoiUinued umil nearthe timeof the death 
df his fatbeT, if not t]uite down to the day of that evenl. 

Col. SomeTsdied iBl793oil794i two record of hia 
dëath existing, one of whicb places it in the foimer, and 
the otber in the htler year. 

There is even stase iinceitainty thrown annmd the 
précise period vhea Somers £i8t went to sea. Hia 
nearest snmTing relatire is of opinion that he had 
nerer entered tipon the pntfessioo when he joined the 
nsty ; but this opinisn is met by the more précise 
.knosriedge of one of his ahipniales in the frigate in 
- whicb he first aerred, who affirma that the yoang man 
was a very respectable oeamen on cani9g^ on board 
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The Tesuk of oui inquiries is to convince U8 thaï 
Somen must hare gone to Bea some^eie about the 
yeaJT 1794, or ahortJy after the death of his &tlier, aad 
when he himselfiras probabty betvreen fifteen and six- 
teen yeais of âge. T^e latter period, indeed, agrées 
with that named by the lelacive mentioned, as his âge 
when he went to ses, thongh it is inecoucibbla with 
the date of the equipment of the' man^f-war he fint 
joined, and that of his own warrant in the naYy. From 
tbe beK infonUation in our possession, therefore,we are 
led to believe diat the hoy snled, first as a haod and 
then as a mate, if ncA as masterj on board a Master, 
Dwned by some one of his own fainily, of which more 
than one piieA between Great Egg Haiborand the p<«l8 
af New York and Fhikdelphia. This accordsi too, 
'with liis known hve of adventnre and native resdution, 
as wel] as with his orphan condition ; though he inhe- 
rited from his fatber a respectable propeity, includiug a 
poTticm of the original fonàly estate, as nell as of lands 
û) the inierior of Pennsylvania. , 

In his boyhood and youth, Someis was remarfcable 
ibr a chivaJrous sensé of honoi, great mildness of man- 
ner and disposition, ail mingled with singnlar fiitnness 
of purpose. His uncle, Jolin Somers, who was the 
head of the- fcuniiy, and as such maintained an anthority 
that was more usual in the last century than it is to-day, 
ia described as an anatere man, who was held in great 
Bwe hy bié relatives, and who was accustomed to meet 
with the greateat déférence anumgst hia kindred, not 
only for ail his commanda, bnt for most of his <^inions. 
The finnnesa and décision shown by his nepbewi . 
Bichaid, however, in ' a controveisy about a dog,' Ik 
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wUch the uncle vas vrong and the boy riglit, aie aaid 
to hâve astoaished (lie whole fatnily, and to bave createS 
a.profound leepect ia the seniar foi the junioi, that con- 
tinned as long as the two Uved. Bichajd could not 
haTe been more tban twelve when thù littlç incident 
occuired. 

Somers received his T'airant es a midshipman in the 
spring o{ 179S. This waa, virtuaJly, al the conunenca- 
ment of the présent nary, the Gangee 34, Capt. DfUe, 
the &iBt ressel that got oui, being erdered to Bea Hay 
S2d of that year. The Qanges was soon fojlowed by 
the CMistellation 38, and Delaware 30, the tVee shipa 
ctoising on the coast to preveqt the depreda^iws cran- 
mitted.by French privataeis. Thé neil vessel out was 
the United States 44, bearing. the broad penmint of Com, 
John Bany, the senior officer of the service. To this 
Tessel Somers was attached, rnakiag his first crpae m 

The United Slitea was ihen.as now, one of the Bnest 
frigates that flo^. Equipped in Pbikdelphia, then the 
capital of the country, and the centre (rf American ciyili- 
zation,and commanded byan experiencedand excellent 
officer, no young mon could hâve c<9nmenced his pio- 
fessional career under mare feTorable auspices 'h"" «ras 
the case with Somers. The ship had for lieutenante, 
Ross Jat, Mullowney 2d, Barron 3d, and Stewart 4th, 
The two latter aie now the senior officers of the eerrice, 
Anlong his messmates in the steerage, Somers had f<v 
friends and associâtes Decatur and CaJdweJl, bolh Philar 
delphians. It is a proof that Somers had been previously 
to sea, that, on joining thia ahip, he was named as mas- 
ter a mate of the hold, a situation uniformly giren, in 
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diAt- d^, to the nioA experienoed and trnst-worthr of ' 
the midshipmen. It was while thiu associateà, th>t 
thedtoseccainectioawas generated between Sotnera and 
Dectttui, which, for the lemainder of their joint Uves, 
lendered themgeneroiu profenional nreHa and fastper- 
BOBol liiends. '' 

The Uoiled States MiW on her fint omise early in 
JuJy, 1788t geing to the eastward, wbeie atia collected 
a emaU wpiadioQ, tbat bad coin^ out of the ports of New 
Et]gl(uid, and with which ahe Boon after pioceeded to 
the West Indiea. She lemained cnùsing m thosaseos 
for the remainder of tlte yeer, as the commani^ng' 
veasel ; Com. Bairy ^vin^ colkcted a force of some 
tventy sail under hia ordera hy the commencement of 
wimer. Shortly afbr Mi. Bosb lefl the ahip, and 
MeaaiB. Mullowney and Barron were pnHnoted. This 
occuired in the spiing of 17d9| when Mr. Stewait be- 
.came Ist lieutenant of the frigate, Mr. Edward Meade 
3d, S(»neTs 3d, and Decatiu 4th. Thus the seirice of 
Sâmera, as a midahipman, could not hâve exceeded a 
twelremonth : condusive évidence of lus having faeen 
ttt «ea pieviously to jtaning the navy, weie any othei 
teatimopy requiied than that of his shipmaieB. In the 
autumn of 1799, the United States sajled front New- 
port, Rhode Island, for Jjisbon, haring on boaid, as 
commissiouers to theiFrench Bepubtic, the gentlemen 
who aubsequently airànged the tenUs of peace. It is 
probable that Somets, whoee previous expérience. iÀA 
been in thé American eeas, croased.the Atlantic for the 
fîist time in thia ciuige. Mr. Btewart being pkced in 
coitimand of the Experimenl 12, in the year 1800, 
SomeiB ended the war as second lieutenant of the ship 
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' he iaà jmited u a inidslupoun afaoot thne y^ara 
before. . 
" The war <^ 1798 allowed but few oppoitanitieB ' for 

officers to dîsdnguisb. themaelTea. But two ' firigate 
actions were ftmght, and, singulariy enough, on the 
' side of the Americans, both fell to tte sbare of tho 
same conunandeT aiid tbe same ship, Truitun and the 
Constellation; leaving noEhing but vigtlatit vatchiiil- 
ness and acdvily to the lot of most of the other office» 
and vessels, While the United States had no cbance 
for earning laureb, she was alvniys a model cniiser fvt 
disciphne and.aeamanship, and the young> men who 
serred in her daring the quasi-wai. had no grounds at 
cconplaint on the scote of eîther precept oi ezample. 
They had been in an excellent sehool, and the " OH 
Wagoner," as this vesael was afterwarda called, tnmed 
out as many distinguished officeis as any reasel pf ihe 

At the fonnation of the peace establishment, in 1801, 
Somera waa letained as the twelfih lieutenant, in a list 
that then piesented only thirty-eiz officers of th^ mnk. 
The lapid promotion which marked the fiist &w jeaxa 
of the existence of the présent marine, belongs to the 
history of the day, and most be ascribed to the .occur- 
rence of two wara in quick sncceesion, and to the wants 
of an in&nt service. The list alJuded U> fonns a sub- 
ject of raelancholy and yet proud intereat to every 
American who is familiar with this branch of the le- 
pnblic's annids. Il is headed by ihe -name of Chailea 
Slewart, and closes with that of Jacob Jones. HiiU, 
Shaw, Chauncy and Smith précède Someis on this list; 
Decalur stands next to him; and Dent, Porter, the 
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Ma Canin, Gknrdon asd Caldwell fbllow., A. long Hst 
«f nantea tliat have^Bince become dietinguiihed, in- 
cluding those i^ M'Donough, Lawrence, the younger 
Biddle, Peny, the younger CaaBÎn, Trippe, Allen, 
Burrons, Bkkely, Downea, GiAne, Morris, Ridgely, 
Wftiiington, the elder Wadsworth, &c. &c^ waa then 
to bè found amoDg the midshipaen. Not a name be- 
low that of the seTenteenth captain of the prcBenl day 
(Woodhouse) waa thao to be found in the nayy regis- 
tei at ail : tW of Sioat, uow the thiity-third captain, 
having loSl its place ia conséquence of a résignation. 
When Cranmodorea Stewait. an^ Hull examine the 
présent regîster, they £nd on it but eleren names, be- 
àdea tbeli own, that were.there eren when ibey were 
made commandera. They both remain captains them- 
selVes to thiB hour 1 ' . 

The Uiùted StUes waa kdd up in ordiiiary at the 
peace Of 1801, and there was this noble frigate tufiered 
to romain, untU she was again commissioned for the 
coast service, a few montbs pienously to the war i^ 
-1813. Among the resa^ that were built to meet the 
emeigency of the Fxench atniggle, -was a Irigate called 
the Boetoù, a vesael tjiat jt waa uaual then to rate ae. a 
ihirty-two, but which was properly a twenty-eight, 
carrying only twenty-four twelves on her gun-declt. 
This little ahip Lad fbvght a spirited aetiuL with a 
heary French corvette called the Beroean, in the war ^ 
that had just temiinated, and had brought In her an- 
tagonist. This circum^tance retidered her a, favourite, 
and she wae kept in commission at the termination cf 
hostilities, snder the ccmmand of Captain Daniel 
M'Niell, an oâiçer cf whoie eccentridties thete will be 
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occasion to q>eak, when we axae ta the recwd of bis 
extraordinaiy career. Scxaers, on qnitting; the United 
Btates, was tranaferred to the Boston as her firat lieu- 
tenant. The ship aailed fitnn New Yoik in the sum- 
mer of 1801, for L'Orient, in France, having on boari 
ChancelioT Livingaton and suite, the newly appoînted 
tegation to that country. Aîier landing the mimsteri 
the Boston proceeded to the Mediterranean. The 
ciuise of this ship wae remerkaMe for ita «ntiie inde- 
pendence; Capt. M'Niell had been otdered to join the 
Mediternmean squadron, tben under the penoant <^ 
Com. Dale :- tûid, although he waa in that «ea dnring 
parts of the commands of that officet and his succesaoïi 
Com. Monia. he ho snccesBfuliy elnded both as never 
to foll in with them ; or if he met the latter at ail, it 
was only for a moment, and near the. end of fais own 
croise. Capt, M'Niell, Hotwithstanding, wanted fw 
neither conrage tior actirity. He visited many porta, 
gave fréquent convoya, and even went off Tripoli, the 
scène of the War ; bat, fiom accident or deugn, ail 
this waa so timed as to destroy eveiy thing Uke concert 
and combinotifHi. In this cruise Sfflnera had an oppra- 
tunity of seeing many of the ports of Italy, Spain, and 
the ialands, and doubltess he acquiied much of that 
self-reliance and expérience which are bo necessary to 
a seaman, in his responsihle station of a fiist lieutenaid. 
He was then a yery young man, not more than twenty- 
three ; and this waa a period of life when such oppor- 
tunities were of important^e. Nor does he seem to 
hâve neglected them, «s ail of his contemporeries speali 
of his steadinesa of character, good sensé, and amiable, 
cortect depoitment, with affection sud respect. The 
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Boston rettimed home at the ckce of 180% when Capt. 
M'Niell Tetired from ihe service, under the réduction 
Jaw, and the ship was Isid up, neyer to be employed 
ageiD. The cominttiider suhsequently retumed to the 
seaa, in the MTcnue eervice, but the frigate Jay rottjng 
at Washington, untîl she waa humed at the înroad of 
the enemy, in 1814, a woTthless hutk. 

At the réduction of the navy in 1801, but one 
ressel below the rote c^ a fiigate, the Enterprise 12, 
wae retained in the marine. Mosl of ihe skxrpi thaï 
had been uaed in the French war were clumsy vessels 
witb guu-decks, that had been bought into the service. 
They were not fit to be 'preserved, and tli^ depaitment 
WBB not sorry to get rid of them. By ihia time, how- > 
erer, the want of small vessela waa much felt in carry- 
ing on the Tripotîtan tvar, and a law pioviding for the 
Gonstmction of four Tegsela of not more thon sixteen 
^ns, passed in the sessiCin of 1S02-3. Theee vesaets 
were the Siren 16, Argua 16, Nautilua 18, and Viien~ 
18. Ab the country at that day had no proper yards, 
it was customary to asaign certain .officers to auperin- 
tend the building and equipmenl of vessels on the 
stocks, the sélections being commonly made from ihose 
who it was iotended should subsequently Gerv« in them. 
On this occa^on Decatui waa attached to the Argus, Tt 
being understood he waa to take her to ihe Mediterra* 
nean and give her up to HuU, receiring the Enterprise 
&om the latter itt eichange, as the junior officer. 
Stewart was given the Siren, as his due ; Smith got 
iheVixen; and-Bomers the Nautilus. By this timo, ' 
ot in the spring of 1803, owing to résignations, the 
htler Hood aerenth (^ the list cf lieutenants. Smith 
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b^ng ooe befoie him, and Decatnr one fais juniot 
Stewait and Hull headed tbe regipter. Of tfaa thirtj- 
■ix offîceia of this lank letained uoder tbe Teduction 
law, but twent^-firé (hea lenudned in service. To^y 
tkeir number is lo^ied ta three, riz., Stewait, HuB 
and Jacob Jones ! 

The Nautilug, tbe fint and ouly command of Someis, 
was a beautiful 0Cbooner,of aboot 160 or 170 tons, and 
jnounted twelre 161b. canonades, witb ttro sizes, baving 
a craw of from 76 to 95 sonb. This waa a hand- 
Bome situation for a young sailor of tweaty-tooi, who 
bad then foUowed fais profession but about nine yean, 
and 'who faad been in tbe nary .but five, baving cotn- 
menced a midsbipman. In tfaat day, faowerer, no aae 
envied Somers, or believed faim unduly &Taured, foi 
he wab thougbt to be an old officer, though be faad not 
been balf tbe time in tbe scTTice which is now employ- 
ed in tfae subotdinate situalima of midafaipman and 



Tbe Meditenanean squadron, wbicfa sailed ia tbe 
riununei and autumn of ISOit, waa thaï wbich subee- 
quentlybecame bo celebiated undei tbe ordereof Piètde. 
It «msisted of tbe Constitution 44, Preble's own ship ; 
tbe Pbiladelpbia 38, Capt. Bainbhdge ; Argua 16, ânC 
lient. Com. Decatur, then Lieut. Com. Hull ; Siren 10> 
Lient. Com. Stewait; Vixen 13, Lient. Com. Smith; 
Enterprise 12, first Lient.' Cosa. HnU, then Lieut 
Com. Decatuf; and Nautilus 12, Lieut. Com. Someis. 
Thèse vesselg did not proceed (6 their staticn in squad- 
* ion, but they left home as they goi Teady. Tfae En- 
terpriae was already out, but, of the ahips fitting, tfae 
Nautilus was tbe iîtst equipped, and the fint to sajl. 
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8<»qeis le& America euly in the summer, and Bocboied 
in- Gribialtar 5ay on- tbe âTth July. The remAiiiing 
Teasels arrived at différent times, botween the last of 
August and the first of , November. Aidera Bhort stop 
at Qibraltar, tbe Nautilus weot aloft, giring coRvoy 
when requiied, letumiag to tlie Rock in lime to m«et 
the ctaninodore lu September. 

Tbe. relief and the homevaid-bouod squadionfi, or at 
least that paA of the fcomer wbich bad tben airived 
and wbM bekiw, and the retum ships under Com^ Bod- 
gers, met at Gibialtai early-in September. The state 
.of the lelationa' with Moiocco being veiy piecarious, 
Ccan. Ptetde deteimined to make an effort to aveit a 
new war, and Com. Rodgeis handsomely conaenting to 
aid him, the ibnper pioceeded to Tangieis with ail the 
force be could assemUe. Hère Jie aucceeded in awing 
the Empeior into a treaty, and in putting a sEop ta a 
System of déprédations, which the subjects of that prince 
had already commenced. The Nautilus formed a part 
of tbe force eifLpbyed on this occasion, and was par- 
ticularly usefol on account d' her Ught draught of 
■water, 

Afler arranging the difficulty with Morocco, PreWe 
made a formai declaiation of the hltxikade of Tripoli, 
before which town he believed that the Philadelphia _ 
and Vixen wCTe ihen cruîsing; though, unknown to 
him, ihe latter had been tempoiarily detached, and the 
Philadelphia waa in possession of the enemy. From 
this time until the sncceeding epring, tbe Nautilus 
-waa employed in couvoying, or in carrying orders 
neceesary to the préparations tbat were. maldng for the 
coming aeason ; but in Maich she formed a part of ihe 
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blocbading fbree in front of Tripoli. In COTseqnence 
oî the capavity of Capt. Bainbrid^, lient. Com. 
Slewart wae the officer second in'rank in the squadron, 
and he was 'consequently kept much upoa the coaat ih 
command, while Preble was canyîng on the begodationa 
hy raeans of which he obtained the gunbbatà and odier 
BUpplieB necceseaiy to tfae attacta he eontémplated. 
In Maich, 1804, wijile the Siren and Nantilns were 
alone maintainîng the hlockade, the two vessela had 
he'en driven to the eastward of their port by a gale, and 
early in the moming, while returning, they made a 
wailike looking brig lying to off the place, with which 
she WBs evidently in conununication. Signal was 
niade to thé Nautiius to stand close in, and watch the 
gnnboats, while the Siren ran alongside of the stranger, 
who was capturcd for a violation of the hlockade, The 
piize proved to be a privateer caHed the Transfer, with 
an English commiasion. She camed 16 guns and 80 
men, and hailed from Malta, but, in fact, belonged to the 
Bashaw of Tripoli ; her papers having been obtaiiied 
thnmgfa thé Tripolitan consul in MalCa, who was a native 
of that island. Thia Tessel was appnised, etjuipped by 
the aqnadron, and used in the war, having had her name 
changed to the Scourge. Owing to certain scruplesof 
• Mr. Jefièraon on the aubject of blockadca, the vesse! waa 
not condemned until the war of 1812, nor were the 
captors paid their priie-money until "Somera had been 
dead nearly eleven years. 

Between the time of the capture of the Transfer and 
the month of July, the Nautiius waa much employed 
by ihe conunodore, going below and visiting différent 
porta in Sicily. On the 20th of that month. Somers 
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8>Ued &om Malta, in Company with the Constitution, 
ibe Enterprise, two bomb ketcbes and eix gttnboatB thU 
iiad been obtoined trom the NeapcJitans, bound ofi* Tri- 
jioli. . On the uriral of the commodore, his whole fcffce 
WBS collected, and ihat séries of ahort'batbriUiant opeTS- 
tiont commenced, which haa rendered the serrice of 
this seaten so remaïkable in the histcay of die American 

A spirit of hi^ emulktion exiated amon^ the young 
CODunanders by whom Preble now foUnd himself svp- 
ported. Hnll waa the oldest in yean, and he had 
h^ly reac^d the ' prime of Hfe, ^diile Stewut, Smith, 
Someis and Décator were ail iiQder five-flnd-fwenty. 
With tba exception of the commodore, no commtnding 
office: WBS mamed, and' moet of them were bonnd 
tcgethei by the ties of intimate friendships. In a Word, 
theii Ures, aa yet, had beea ^roepeioaa; ihs past left 
Ktlle to oomplain-of, tho ^tupe waa fiill rf htçe; and 
there had been little opportunity for that spirit of 
teM^mess. which is so apt to gmèraie quarrels, to 
get possession of minda so free end temperaméats so 

' Tins is the pn^)et place toallude.toa private Etdven- 
tOre «f Somers', about the existence of which Aère 
would aeem to be no idosbt, ^ugh, like aô mach ibat 
belongs to this hitetesting mAn, its détails are inrolved 
îh obeCnrity. ' While at Syracuse, where the American 
Teasels made their principal rendezvous, he was waiking 
in the Ticinity of the town in Company with two hrother 
officers, wben five men carrying awords, who were 
afierwards ascettained to be soldiera of the garrison, 
mffida an attack on the pai^, with an attempt to n>b. 
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Otis rf tbe gentlemen w&b provided witfa b. dirk, liât 
Someisand theotherweretotallyunaimed. The officer 
with the diik lued the weapon so rigoroosly ae bochi to 
bring down oœ nasailant, wbile Somera grappled with 
oDother. In the stmggk Sotneis seîzed die bUde of 
his antagonist's awoid, and waa aeverety eut m the faand 
hy the eSôrts of the roUwr to recover it, bat the latter 
did net succeed, the weapon being wrested fioin him 
and pinnged into bia own body. Thia decidedthe mal- 
tei, the three romaining robbers tvking ta flight. The . 
dead bodies were carried into the town and recognised. 
This adventore ia beliered to hare occan«d wlule the 
Nautilua was afaaent^cn her laat risit to SicUy, though 
it may hare been of older date ; poasibly as old as the 
time when Somera was in the Boston. We think the 
latter improbable, however, as tbe circumatance seems 
to be unknowQ to his nttaiest relatives in this country, 
which wonld haidly hâve been the case had it taken 
place previonaly to his last visit to America. Onr 
infoimation comes from an intimate friend,whoreceived 
the k.tia bàa Somers himself, but who was not at 
Syracuse at the moment tbe attempt to rob occtured. 

A gale of wind prevented the American ressels &om 
commencing opérations before the 8d of August. On 
that day Cràn. PteUe atood' in within a. league of Tri- 
poli, with a pleasant breeze bota the easttfaid. Hère 
he woie ship, with his head oS* the land, aad aignaldl 
ail the vessels to pasa within bail d the G<»istitution. 
As tbe hrigs and schogoers passed the bigata each c<»n- 
mander was ordered to prépare fw an attack. Erery 
thing was pievioualy anauged. and the ardor of tbs 
young men under the orden of Preble being of the ' 
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higfhflBt i^iBiacl«r, in one haai eTCiy man and c»ft were 
ready for lie coatempkted gervice. 

The hniborof Tripoli lies in a gliallow indentation of 
ihe coast, being tol^nblT- protected agaitut easlerlf and 
weflterly gales by the foimadon <^ the land, while ■ 
reef ofiocks, which stretches foi a mile andahalf in a 
DortheBaterlf course, commencing at tbe town itself, 
breaks the sess that loil in from thé noithwaid. Thia 
leef extenda near half a mifej'roni the walls, entirely 
above water, and is of sufficient height and width 
to leceiTe waler batteries, contaimng the Lazantto and 
one (a twcr forts. It is this comm«ucement of the reef 
which constàtuies vhat js nsuajly termed the mole, and 
befaind it hea the harbor proper. At its teiminatian ia 
a i»rrsw opening in the reef which is called thewestem 
eDtrance,.throug^ .Which it is possiUe iàt a ship to paas, 
ihough the channsl is 'nol more than two hundied feet 
in width. Beyend this passage the- rocks reappeu^ 
with interrals between them, thoâ^ lyins on shoala 
wîth from one half to ÊTe and a half ieot of water on 
them. The Une of roclffi and shoals eitends more tkaa 
a mile outside of the western entrance. Beyond its 
teimination is the principal entrance to Tripoli, which 
is of snfficietU width though .not altogether tree from 
shoels. The distance across the bay, from. the notth* 
eastem exbemity of the rocks to what is calied the 
Euglish fort, ou the main kind, is dxiut two thousand * 
yards, or quite withjn the e£Fecti»e range of heary guns. 
In the bottom of the bay, or at the southeastern angle 
of the town, stande the bashaw'a castle, fi woik of some 
size and force. It Ues rather more than half a mile 
' from the western entrance, and sonurwhat more than a 
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mile fonQ t^ outer estiemity of die leef. Thiu aa; 
thiog withia the rocks is commfinded by ail the watei 
defences of the place, nbile shot trom the castle, and 
more especially ûom ihe nalural mole, would reach a 
GODsideiable distance inlo the ofSng. Some artificial 
worka aJded in renderisg the oOTthwestem corner of the 
haibor still more secure, aud tbis place is usnally called 
the galley mole, Neai thia ia the ordinaiy landihgtaiid 
it is the spot that may properly be lermed the port. 

The Tripohtanfl fiilly expected the atlack of the 2d 
of August, though Ithey liltle anticipaled ils despeiata 
chaiacter, or ita résulta. They had anch(»«d nine of 
their large, well-maimed gunbcata jnat outaide of what 
are called the Harbor Rocks, oi the BortheBSlem 
extremity of the reet^ evidently with & viev of flunyiPE; 
the e^ected atlack on the town, which. lyiiig on the 
margin of the aea, is mnch exposed, though the rocks in 
ita front were well gamished with heavy guns. Accus- 
tomed lo canbonading al the distance of a mile, thèse 
gunboats expected no waitner service, more especially 
as a neaier approoch would bring their aasailants vithin 
reach of the castle and batteries. In additim to the 
nine boats to the eBstward, there were five otheis which 
also lay along the Une of rocks neaier to the westem 
entrance, and within pistol shot of the batteries in that 
part of the defences. Within the reef were five more 
' gunboats and seveial beavy galleya, ready to protect the 
outer line of gimboais at need, fonning a réserve. 

Com. Preble had borrowed only six gunboats froB 
Uie King of Naples, and thèse were craft that were 
much inferior in size and force to the generality of thoae 
oeed by the enemy. Eaeh oî tbeae boats had a few 
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NeapoHtans in herto manage lier on oTdtnary occasions, 
but, for tfa.e purposes of action, officéts and crewa were 
detailed frtan the différent veEsels of the squadion. 
Tbeae sis boats were difided into two divisions i tpthe 
comnwtid of one vns asstgned Lient. Corn. SoMers, 
wbile Lient. Com. Decatur led the olhèr. SonerS was 
thougiht to bç tte senior lieutenant of tlle two, though 
Decatur waa at this time actut^ya CBptain,&nd Someis 
himaelf Tnis a master commandant, as well'as Stewart, 
Hull, and Smith, thongh the inteUigence of thèse promo- 
tions had not yet teached the sqtHidnni. The three 
boats commanded by Somen were 

No. 1. Lient. Com. Somere, of the Nautihis. ' 

No. 3. Lient. James Decatui, of the Nautilns. 

No. S. Lient. Blake, of the Argua. 
Decatur bad under bis immédiate oïders. 

No. 4. Lient. Com. Decatnr of the Enterprise. 

No. &. lient. Joseph Bainbridge, of the Enterprise. 

No, 6. Lient. Trippe, of the Vixen. 
Someis had with him in No, 1 a crew from bis own 
8chooner,and Messrs. Ridgely and Miller, midshipmen; 
the former being tbe présent Com. Ridgely. Decatur 
bad the late Lient. Jonathan Thom, wbo was subsequently 
blown np on the nOrthwest coast of ÂmcTica, and tbe 
modest, but lion-beuted M'Donough. Trippe had with 
him in No. fl the late Com. J. D. Henley and tbe late 
Capt. Deacon, boCh then midshipmen. Of ail thëao gai- 
luit yonng men Ridgely ^ne sunrÎTes ! 

It was the intention of Preble to attack tbe eastem 
di-rision of the enemy's boats with bis own flotiUa, while 
the ketches bombarded the lown, and the frigate and 
•doop corered both assanltg wilh their Tound and grape. 
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Widi dûs object in riewi the vhçde force slood. in 
lownrds the pkce ai half-past cgi^e, tlie guolx^te in tow. 
Half ajQ ,hour htex the laUer weie cast offaiid fonned in 
adrimce, while the brigs and schoonera, sizin numiber, 
fanned a Une withoat themi and the ketches begaa to 
thiow thetr sbells. The batteries weie insUuitly in a 
blaze, and the Ameiicaps immediately opened from ail 
theii shipping in retorn. 

Circiunstances had thioivn the-diviaonof.gunboats 
.cominanded by Soraeis to leewaid of that commanded 
hy Decatnr. It was on the right of tl^ litUe Une, and, 
nnder ordinaiy occurrences, il would hâve been the 
most e^waed, being nearest to the batteries and the . 
weight of tbe Tripolitan fire, but Decatui gave a new 
cbamctet to the whole afiâir by bis eitraordinary déci- 
sion and intrepidity. The manner in which this cfai- 
ralnjus officei; led on in, a hand-to-hand confiict will be 
related in his own biography, but it nmy be well to 
State hère that he was sustained only by Trippe, in No. 
6, and bis biother James, in Pfo. 2.; the latter being fai 
enough to windw^rd to fetch into the .eaatemmost divi- - 
aion of the Tripahtan boats, though belongiog to the 
diriaion cconmatided by Somers. No. 6, Lieut. .Bain- 
bridge, was disabled in approaching, though she con- 
, tinued to engage, and finally grounded ai the rocks. 
Deprived of the support of No. 3 by the successfiil 
^ort of her gallant conunander to dose with the eastem- 
most division, and of that of No. 3, in conséquence of s 
signal of recall that was raade.fTom the Constitution, 
which arrested the tnovements of that boat, though it 
was either unaeen or dis^garded by ail the othersi 
Somers found himself fdcaie, witbin the iine of amaU 
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TeaseU, and mucli expoeed to the fixe Of th« leewaid 
dirision of tlie enemy's boata, aa well aa to that of the 
neàrëst balteiy. The atiuggle to windward wm too 
£erce to last long, and Preble fearïh^ thaï some <^ the 
gunboata might be pushed into èïtreme péril, made the 
^gnol of recall, at least an hour before (he firing ceased. 
No. 1 with Somers and hja braTe ciMipanions being ail 
thaï time in the very forlom hope of the affair 8o far aa 
missiles wem concemed. As soon as it had been aacer- 
tained that he could not fetch into the mo«t weatherly 
division of the enemy, Someis had turned like a lion on 
that to leeward, and engaged the whole of thaf diriaion, 
five in DombeT and at least of five limes his own force, 
wîthin piistol shot ; one party being austained by some 
of the reesels ontside, and (he other by the batteries aod 
die craft within the rocks. In cmiseqaence of the direc- 
tion of the wind, the only means, short d" ancHoring, 
that could be devised to prevent No. 1 frcon drîfliiig 
directly down, as it itiig'ht be, into ihe enemy's himds, 
ms to keep the sweeps backing astem, while the long 
gùn of the boat delivered bags of musket halls fiSed 
with a thousand bullets each. In the end, the enemy 
was obliged to make olf, and Someis was extricated from 
his perilous position by the approach of the Constitation, 
which enabled him to obey the commodore's signal and 
bring ont his boat in tritunph. 

Although the extraordinary nature of the hand-to-hand. 
cooflict in which Decatnr had been engaged thréw a 
sort of shade over the effi)rts of the other vessels em- 
ployed that day, the feeUng of admiration for the con- 
duct of Somers, in particular, waa very gênerai in the 
squadnm. Âpait from thé stiuggles with the pike. 
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swoTd and bayonet, his pogidoB whs mnch tlie most cri 
tical of any vease) engeged in the attack, and no maa 
could hâve behaved better than he was admitted to hare 
dtme. In short, next to Nos. 4 and 6, No. 1, it was coo- 
ceded, had most distinguished heiself, aJthough No. 2, 
undei James Decatur, did aa well as the circumstanceG 
would aJlow. One of the beat évidences which can be 
given of the spiiit of this attack is to be foimd in the 
trifling nature of the loss the Americana suâered. Bal 
finirleen pien were killed and wounded in alLthe vesseU, 
•nd of theae thirteen weie on boaid the gunboets. 
No. 4, notwithatanding her gieat exposuie, had mly 
two casuatties. 

The Americans employed ibemselres, hetween the 
8d and 7th of August, in altermg the rigs of the three 
boata ÙiBj had taken in liteiT fiist assaiilt, and in eqitlp- 
ping them for service. They were aU ready by the 
maming of the last day, and were taten into the line as 
Nos. 7, 8i ahd 9. At half-past 2, the ketches began again 
tothiowtheirehe]ls,aàdtheninegimboatsopenedaheaTy 
fire, still in two divisions conimanded as before, though 
ihe enemy thîs time kept his s mail veaseb too îta within 
the rocks to be liahle to another attempt at boarding. 
White No. 1 was advancing to her station, on thïs oc* 
CBsion, ScHneis stood ieahing against her Sag-staff. lu 
this position he saw a shot âying directly in a line for 
bim. and bowed his bead to avoid it. The shot eut the 
flag-stoS) snd on measuiing ailerwards, it was reodered 
certain that he escaped death only hy the timely re- 
movaL The boats were under fire three hours in this 
attack ; one of them. commanded by Lieut. GaldweU. 
of die Siren, having beea Uown up. Between 6 and 6 
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P. M., tKe brigs and sckoonera took the lighter craft .in 
tow, and carricd them beyond the reach of the batteries. 
In this afiait Someis' boat waa hulled by a heaTy shot, 
nnd was ranch eiposed. 

A atrange sail hove in sight neaj the close of this 
attack, and ahe proved to bc the John Adatns 28, Capt. 
Chauncy, last fràm home. This ship brought ont the 
commission aTready mentàoned, aa t^ving been issued 
Bome time previously. By thia promotion, Somers be- 
came a master commandant, or a commander, as the 
grade is now teimed ; à rank in the navy which cor- 
responds to that of a major in the army, and which en- 
tilles its possessor to the conunand of a sloop of war. 
Seveial of thèse commandera were made at this time, 
of lyhom Somers ranked as thé seventh, which was pre- 
cisely the number he had pijpriously occupied>on the 
liât of lieutenants. There was a pecuharity about this 
promotion which ia worthy of comment, and Which goes 
fo show the irregularities that hare been practised in a 
service which is generally understood to be 'govemed 
and protected by the most précise principlea and enact- 

Certainly aome, and it is believed that ail the com- 
missions of commanders, bestowed upon the service in 
lS04, were issued without refemng the nominations to 
the Senate for confirmation. We hâve examined one 
of thèse commissions, and find that it contains no allu- 
sion to that body, as is always done in those cases in 
which a confirmation bas been had ; and the omission 
laises a curions question as to the legahty of the ap- 
pointmeiits. As thâ rank of commander in the navy 
has nevei been declared by law to be one of those 
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t^ora iu which the appointing powei h exclusive be- 
stôwed on the président, or « head o[ a départaient, it 
foUows that it cotnes within the ordinaiy proviaion of 
the coDâtilution. Now, in tdl the latter cases, the power 
of the executive to appoint ia ccaifined to that of fiUing 
TacancJes wbich occur in the recess of the Senate, and 
the conuniasion iasued, even under thia Btrictly consti- 
tutional authority, is raUd only until tbe expiration of 
the Buccëeding session of that Dody. Thus three ques- 
tions présent themselves as to the legality of thèse com- 
missicns. Fiist, that ihe grade of maaters and com- 
mandeis had been mdirectJy, if not directly, abolished 
by the leduction ]aw of 1801 ; and, auch being the 
fact, the constitution giving to Congiess full powers 
to pass laws for the goremment of the aimy and navj^f 
it may well be questioned if the président and Senala 
united had aoy légal right to re-establiah the grade by 
die mère use of the appointing power. Second, "wLether 
Buch a racancy Ëxiated aa to authorize the président to 
£11 it in the recess of the Senate, had Congrees lenevred 
the lank by law, which, however, is bëlieved not to hâve 
been the fact ; and, third, whether the commissions ao 
tually granted, being without jthe advice and consent of 
.the SenUe, could be légal, aflei the close of the suo- 
ceediog session, of that body, under any circumstances, 
Aa to the last objection, it js underatood ail ihe gentle- 
men who received theae commissions continued to 
serre under tbem until .they died, resigned, or weie 



The grave considérations connected with courts mta- 
tial, commanda, and other légal conséquences, which 
unavoidably oâer themselrea when we aie made ac- 
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qaaJnted wkh bo extraordinary a state of ' facts, are nut* 
terially lesaened by the circumstances that ail the geor 
. tlemen thus îrregulariy promoted were officera in tha 
BSTy under iheii former conunJsaiona, and that no rela- 
tive lank was disturbed. Thus, if Messrs. Stewart and 
Hiill were not legally the two oldest conimandérs in the 
service, they were the two oldest lieutenants, and ail the 
other commandera being in the same dilemma with 
themaelvee, their relative ranlc remained precisely as it 
would hftve been had no new commissions been gmnt- 
ed. So also as regards courts ; the judge having a right 
ta sit as a lieutenant, unless, indeed, the informality of 
annexing a wrong rank to the OTders might ïaise a légal 
objection.* 

That so gross an irregularity shoulâ hnve arisen 
tmder a govemment that professes to be oue purely of 
law, excites our wonder ; and Ihis so much the more, 
when we remember that jt occurred in a service in 
which life itself may be the penalty of error. The ex- 

• There are so muiy modes for eïBdiiig the airoplen frovûàooB 
of a written consliiution, when power féela ilself fairaied, thU it 
u Dot cBEf to Bsy in what mumei the difficnlties of this casa weta 
goc over. The réduction law aaid that there aboiili] be oolf oina 
captains, thiity-aii lieutenanla, and ans hnndied and lifty midship- 
men during peau, and aa the country waa at wtr with Tiipolt in 
1604, there waa a ahow of plansibilitr ia getling ovej the force of 
thia particular enoctniBnt. Slill ibe appointmenls of the com- 
mandera were not ta Sll lacancieB undei any comman-aenae con- 
Btruction of iheit nature ; end even admittinff thaï political inge- 
nnitf could lorlure the law of Congiess to bnild four veaieU lilce 
tbose Bctuall; put into the wsler, inlo an obtigalioa 10 ^pMDt 
propei personB to comptind tbem, tbeae appointmenta could hâve 
no validjty afier ihe termination of the next session ofthe SeDSta. 
Of the y^tofilie case webelieve there canbe no donbl. 
VOL. I. 9 
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pkaatkn is to Iw fonnd in the în&itcy of tbe establiah- 
■ments, and in practices in whicb princjples lemaîned to 
be Bettled, ajded by the known moral courage and ez- 
ceeding përsooal papularity of the stalesman who then 
pieaided in the councibàT the repuUic. While Jefifer- 
soa affected, and probably felt, a piofound respect for 
legality, he is knowti to hare used the power he wield- 
ed with gieat pcJitical feailessneBS, and to haye consi- 
deied himself as the head of a new schod in the ad- 
ministration of the goTemment, which did sot alwaya 
hesitate about the introduction of new niles of ctoiduct. 
To thèse remarks, howeTcr, it must in justice be added, 
that no paity or peisonal views could hâve infiuenceâ 
the appointments in question, which, apaR from tha 
iiregularity of theii manner, w^ie certainly recognlsed 
equally hy justice and the wants of the service, aqd 
which were made in perfect confoimity with the nilea 
of promotion as observed under the. se?erest principlea 
of militaiy ptefeiment. They prove even more in lavoi 
of the stalesman, as they show that he did not deaerve 
ail the accusations of hostility to thia branch of thé na- 
tional defences that were heaped upon him ; but lather 
that he was disposed to stretch his authority to foster 
and advaace it, The introduction of a new class of 
TCBsels, too, requJred the revival of a cJaas of officers of 
a Tank propei to conunand them ; and, though we wish 
never to see illegality countenanced in the management 
of interests as dehcate as those of a marine, it is désira- 
ble to see the proper authorities of the country imitate 
this feature of the case, now that the repubhc bas âeets 
which âag officers alone can ever lead with a proper 
degree of dignity and authority. 
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Il WBS the 28th of August befoie anothei sttftck wu 
made tm Tripoli, in whidi Sonen participated. The 
ketches bombarded it on the night of tbe 34lbi but 
finding little impression made by this mode of assault, 
Ccan. PreUe detennined to renew the cannonading. Oo 
tbie occasion Capt. Bornera led one diviaion of the gua* 
boeta, aa befare, wbile Capt. Decatur led the otbei ; tbe 
lattei having ûve of thèse croft undei hia oïden, and 
the formel three. Tbe apprOacb waa made imder the 
oovBi of darknesa, ail tbe boats an^oriiig near the rocks, 
wbere they opened a be&vy fiie on tbe shipping, coattei 
and town. The brîgs and scbooners assiated in tbis 
attack, and at dayligbt the frigate stood in, and opened 
her batteriea. The Tripolitan galleys and gunboats, 
thirteen in aJl, vreis principally oppoeed to the eight 
American giinboats, wbich did not retire until they bad 
expended tbeir ammunition. One Tnpolitan waa aunk, 
tvro more were run ùa ahore, and ail were finally driven 
into the mole by tbe fHgate, 

On tbe 3d of fieptember, a fouith and laat attack waa 
made on Tripoli by tbe gunboats, tdded by ail the otber 
vessels. The Toridsb boats did not wait, as befare, te 
be assaulted off tbe tbwn, but, accorapanied by the gal- 
leys, they plaeed thernselves under Fort Epglish, and a 
nev battery that had been buih near it, vith an intsn- 
tion to dtav tbe American sfaot in that direction. Tbis 
change of dispoeition induced Preble to send Captains 
DecatuT and Somers, with the gunboats, covered by tbe 
brigs and achooners, into ihe harbor'a moutb, while the 
ketcbea bombarded more to leeward. On this occasion, 
Sonera was more than an hour hotly engaged, pressing 
the oiKanj into his own porC 
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Tbe Beaaon wni now dmwing neai a ckee, ood the 
uittoI of reinforcements fiom America had been ex- 
pected, in vain, for several weeka. It waa during thia 
inteiral that a plan for destroying the. enemy's âotiUa, 
as it lay anchored in bis innennœt harboi, was con- 
oeiTed, and prepaiatitms were soon maâe for puuing it 
in exécution. The concep^im of this daring acheme 
bas been claimed for Someia Mmself, and not wilhout 
a share of reason. Theie exîslëd between him and 
Decatur aeingularprofeesional compétition, that w&e 
nevei permitted, howerer, to cool their peiBonal frieod- 
Bhips. The great success (rf the Jatter; in his daring 
amaults, stimulated Somers to attempt some exploit 
eqnally adventuTous, and none better than the one 
adopted then offered. Tbe five attaclca mode on Tripcdi, 
with the vigoTous Uockadé, had prodnced a sensible 
effect on the tone a( the bashaw, and it waa hoped that 
B btow aa appalling as that now meditated might. Bt 
once produce a peace. The delicacy that a commandisr 
. woold natumlly. feel abont pioposing a Eerrice so des- 
pente to a sdboidinate, lendeis it bighiy probable tbat 
the idea originated wîth Somera himself, who tbus se- 
cnred the office of endeavoring 'lo exécute it. It is 
proper to add, bowaver, that Gom. Preble says the pn>- 
ject had lon^ been in coiitemplation, thongb he does net 
e&y who su^;ested it. The plan vas as fc^owa : The 
ketch that had tuiginally been taken by Decatui in the 
Enterprise, ani in wbich he had subsequently carried 
the Pbilade.lphia frigate, was still in the squadron. She 
had been namèd tbe Intrepid, for the brilliant occasion 
on which she had fiist been used, but had sioce fallçn 
titan her bigh estate, havi^ .latlerly been empkyed in 
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bnngîng^vabHraiidiAoïesfKuaMaHa. ThtscnAbadbeen 
cmstnicted fei ft gan vessel by tbe French, in Hmt expe- , 
dition agaiiiBt Egypt ,* Ikan dieir service she bad passed 
into thaï of Tripoli ; had fallea ioto ihe hands of warrion 
ùxm the new world ; hy them she had been used in one of 
tbe mcot briUiaot exploita of naval war&re, and waa nov 
about to tenninate bei career in another, of the most 
desperate and daring Ghatacter. It waa proposed to fit 
up the ketch in the double capadty of fiie^diip and ip- 
lémal, tmd to aend hei into th« inner haiiior of Trip4^, 
hy the western passage, theie to explode in the rery 
centre of the vessels of tbe Turlcs. As her deck was 
to be corered irith misnlea, and a lai^ quahtity of 
powder whs to be osed, it was hoped that t&e towu and 
caetle would suffer. not less than thè ehipping, Tbe 
panic cieated by such an assault, made in the dead of 
nig;ht, it was foodly boped would prodncB an instant 
peace, and, more eapecially. the libeiation of the crew 
of the Fhiladelphia. The latter object was deemed one 
of high interest to the,whole force before Tripoli, aad 
was never lost sight of in ail their opérations. 

Com. Preble having determined upon tus plan, 
SomeTB receired the ordeis to commence the prépara- 
tions -, a duty in whicb be had the advice and assist- 
ance of Decatui, Stewait, and the other commandera 
d* tbe squadron, for ail thèse aident and gallant young 
men felt a common sympathy in bis daring, and an 
equaj interest in his anticipated triumph. The first 
step was to prépare the ketch for the despeiate service 
in whicb she waa to be engaged. With this object a 
small apartment was planked up in the broodest part of 
her hdd, or just forward <^ the principal mast ; this 
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was iBodered as seciire os was believed neceestuy 
BgatDst accidents, Into thia tochd a huodied baneb i^ 
gimpowdei weie emptied in bulk. A It^n ^fraa led ail 
to a eabia window, tbrough. a tube, and, by scsne ac- 
couuts, another was led into the forepëak. A poit-fiie, 
giaduated to bum a certain numbei of minutes, was 
affîxed to the end of the train, and a body of U^^ 
splintered wood waa cdlected in anotber réceptacle 
abafl the magazine, wbich was to be set on-fiie, with 
tiie double purpoae of making certain of the explosion, 
and of keeping the enemy aloof under the appréhen- 
sion of its flamea. On the deck of the ketch, aïoond 
the maat and immediately oTer the magazine, were 
piled a quai^ty of shells of diâèrent sizes with tbeir 
iiues piepared. in the ezpectaticst that the lattei wonld 
îgnlte and produce the usual explosion. The uiunbei 
of thèse shells has been variously stated at fiom <ne 
hundied and âfty to two hundied aiid fiily, the size 
langing fiom niife to thirteen and a half inches. The 
best infonâation, bowevei, woujd seem to place dtq 
. numbei below two himdied. Some accounts gire tha 
quantity of powder as high aa fifteen tbousand pounds, 
which was probably near the tnith. 

Two faoala weie to acccmpany the ketch, one an ex- 
ceedingty fiut rowing fouro^red beat, being lent for the 
puipoie by the Siren, and the other was- a aix-oaied 
outter of the Constitution. The service reqniiing but 
few men, no moie were employed than were necessaiy 
to pull the two boaW. To hâve gone in with a sing^ 
boat would hâve been nnneceasariiy hazardoua, as a 
shot might bave disabled hei, while the chances of es- 
cape were neariy doubied by adding a second, at the 
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sune dme that the addltional men djd not more than 
make an ordinaiy ciew for a Meditenanean ciaA of the 
size oî the Inirepid. A second officer, howcrer, was 
thought necesaary, and Lieut, Henry Wadawoith, of the 
Constitution, Talunteering, hia oflèr was aocepted, Mr. 
Joseph Israël, of Htp same ship, who had just been pn>- 
znoted, waa alao anuoua to be of the paity, but Coin. 
Freble deeming hia assistance unnecesaàry, penniasioa ' 
to go was refused him. Thus ît was intended Chat the 
adveiUurers should be limited to twetve, of whom teu 
were common seamen, one a lieutenant, and the other 
a, coqimandeT, oi Somen 'himself. 
. It now beca^le neceasary ta obtain TOluoteers foi the 
Siren's boat, aod a call foc this puipose was made hy 
Somers on the crew of his qwn Tcssel, the Nautilus. 
Notwithstanding che dfspeiate chaiacteT of the seirice, 
when Ihe want was stoted to the people of this little 
vessel every nuui in her ofièred hjmself to go. This 
compelled their euperior to make a sélection. The 
other six seamen weie obtained from the Constitution, 
and were chosen, it ïs beliered, by Mr. Wadsworth, 
under the superriaicn ctf the ^p's first lieutenant, who 
al that time was the laie Capt. Gordon. The foui men' 
bebnging to ihe Nautilus were James Sinuns, Thomas 
Tompline, James Harris and William Keith ; ail lea* 
men rated. Mr. Wadsworth took with him from the 
Constitution William Harrison, Robert Ckrk, Hugb 
M'Cormick, Jacob Williams, Peter Penner and Isaac ■ 
W. Downes, ail seamen rated also. 

Several days were neceasary to CMoplete ail thèse 
arrangemenls, more especially to equip the ketch in the 
manner described, and the action of dte 3d had taken 
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place even bAct the Intrepid was leady. ScunerB m&de 
oae or two sttempta to go in before the night finally se- 
lected, but they were abondoued ou acconnt of the light- 
" ness of the air. At length there were appearances il» 
and about thé tiaiboi that induced him to think that the 
movements of the fiie-Tessel were distnisted, oad, fear* 
fui of detectîwt, he decided to go in on the night of the 
4th September, jf the thing were at ail piacticabte. 

Several interviews had taken place between Preble 
and Someis in the course of the piepaiatiana for the 
Bttempt. On one occasion the oonunodore bumt a port- 
fire in order to asceitain its tiiae, and when it was con- 
suroed be asked Somere if he thought the boata conld 
get out of reach of the shells within the few minutes it 
was buniing. " I think we can, aii," anawered Someis. 
Preble looked intently at the young man a momeht, and . 
then inquiied if he should hâve the time lednced, or 
the port-fire made shortei. " I aak for no port-fire at 
ail, sir," was the reply, iùmly but quletly expreesed. 

Âfter this interview, Somen expresscd his détermi- 
nation not to atlow hinuelf to be captnred. The ctaa- 
raodoie had felt it to be his duty to point out the great 
importance of not letting so large an amount of powdet 
&11 into the enemy's hands, the TripoUtans being 
thought to be short of ammunition, and ail the circum- 
staoces uniled had a tendency to increase the feeh'ng of 
détermination in the minds of thé two ofRcers who were 
to go in. 'Both were aingularly quiet men in their oïdi- 
nary habita, perfecily free &om any thing like noiay 
déclarations or empty boastings of what* they iutended 
to perform, and their simple announcement of their in- 
tentions not to be laken appeais to hâve made a deep 
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ttBd geitenl impression among theii brethien is 

On the aftemoon of the 4th. September, Somen pie- 
pared to talce liis final depahuie frtnn the Nautilus, witfa 
a full détermination to cony the lielch tnto Tripoli thu 
night. Preriouslf to quitting hia own vesael, howerer, 
^e fçh that it would be proper to point oat the desperate 
nature of the service to the four men he had selected, 
that their seiriceB might be perfectly ftee and voluntary. 
He told them he wished no man h> acccmpany him 
who wouU not piefer being blcrwn up to being taken ; 
that auch iras hîs own de(enninatiDn,and that he wished 
ail wbo went with him to be of the same way of think- 
ing. The boac's ciew gare thiee cheers in answer, and 
each man ia said to hâve separately asked to be selected 
to appty the match. Once assured of the temper of hîa 
Gompanions, SomeTs took leave of his officeis, the boat's 
crew doing the aame, shakiog banda and eipTeasing 
their feelings ts if thley felt aesared of their fates iti 
adrance. This was done in good &ith, aod yet cheei- 
fiiUyi and, of dl the deeperate service undertaken by 
that deyoted squadron, aone waa evei entered on with 
80 many forebodinga of the btal consequencea to those 
concemed in it. E»ch of the four men made bis will 
veibally ; disposing of hia eâects among hia shipmates' 
like those who are about to die with diaease. 

It would aeem that the CŒistitution's boat did not 
join the ketch until it was dusk, When the two ciews 
weie inustered, it was found that Mr. Israël had 
managed lo get out of the frigate and to joia the pvty ; 
whether by collusion, or not, jt is now impossible to say. 
Fioding him (« board, and admiiiug bia détermination to 
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makeoneof thepBTty.Somen consented to \âa wmaining. 
One sccount says he waa sent by Preble wîth a final ta^ 
der, bat it is hanUy probable Somera woold hâve alltnred 
him lo i«nain under aucb ciicunwtancei. He vas 
more Ukely to be smug^d m by meana of die cutter, 
ahd to be kept whea theie wss no- boot by whicb he 
ccold be sent back. The night of aie 4th was not 
particulaily dadc, thougli it could scarcely be acconnt- 
ed clear. The staia were visible, but then wns a hase 
on Ihe water that rendered objecta moie nnceitaia thm 
they would otherwise hâve been. In thia lespect tbe 
light waa favourable enough, aa the rocki could be seen, 
while the téal character of the ketch would not be bo 
likety lo be diacorered, ftom the ahoTe. The wind ww 
light, from the eaatward, but fair. 

Sereral o( Someis' friends viaited him on board the 
Intiepid before she got under way. Among them were 
Stewait and DecatuE, with whcNn he had comm«teed 
his naval career in the United States. Thèse ihiee 
young men, then about twenty-fire each, weie Phik- 
delphia-bred saibra, and had been intimatdy associated 
in service for the last six years. They ail knew diat 
the enterprise was one of extrême hazard, and the two 
who were to remain behind felt & deep interest in the 
&te of him who waa to go in. Somen was grave, and 
entirely without any affectation of levity or indifférence, 
but he maintained hia usual tianquil and quiet mannei. 
After some convenation, he took a ring fiom his ânger, 
and breaking it into three piecra, gave each of his ctnn- 
panions onp, while he retained the third himself. Ai 
the night shul in, thiee gunboats were seen at anchora 
short distance within the western enirance, by whicb 
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the Intrepid was to posa, and Decatnr, who feha atrông 
anxlety for the succeaa ol his friend, admanished SomeK 
to take care they did not boaid him, as it wna the inteH' 
tioD to carrythe ketch some distance within them. To 
this Somera quletly replied that the Tuiks had got to 
be ao ahy that he thought they would be more likely to eut 
and rus on his approach than to adyance and meet bim. 

It wae eight o'clock in the evening before tbe Intrepid 
lijled hei anchoi ; the Aigaa; Vizen, and Nautilus 
weighing and standing in, in company. The night was 
sufficicntly advanced to cover this mOTement, and ail 
four ress^ stood dowa towards' the rocks under their 
canraa. The last person who lefl the ketch was Lient. 
Washington Beed, then firet of the Nautilus. This 
officer did not quit his commander until it was thoaght 
necessary for hïm to lejoioithe vessel of which he waa 
Bow in charge. When he went oï«r the side of the 
Intiepid, aU commnnicatit» betmeen the gallant apirits 
she ctsttained and the lest of the world ceased. At 
that timo every thin^ seemed propitious ; Bornera was 
cheerful, ihough caJm ; and peifect order and method 
preTailed in the littie craft. The leave-taking was 
affectionate and aerioua with the officera, though the 
common inen appeared to be in high apirits. This was 
«bout nine o'clock. 

Tbe Argus and Vlien lay off at a littie distance from 
the rocks to attack the galleya or gunboata, should either 
^tlemi^ to fdUow the party ont on their retreat, while 
the Nautilna ahorlened sail and accompaniod the ketch 
as close in as was deemed prudent, with the especîat 
intention of bringing off the boata. Lient. Reed direct- 
ed the présent Com. Ridgely, then one of the Nautilus* 
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tniilshipmeii,' to watch the ketch's movementa mtk a 
iiig'lit-gtBSS ; and, as this order w»s etricdy complied 
with, it ia almost certain that thia officer was the hiat 
per&on çf the American squadron who saw the Tcssel. 
It was thought ahe waa advancing elowly to the last 
moment, though the distance and the obscnrîty lender 
this fàct a little doubtfuL 

Preble had directed the Siren to weig;h and stand in, 
ahortiy aAer the other vessels left him, and, ÏQ obeyin^ 
the orders he Teceived, Capt, Stewait kepl more in the 
offing than the vessels which preceded him. As the 
direction of the western entrance and the inner harbor 
were known, every eye in this biig waa riveted in that 
quarter in silent suspense. It waa not long befbre the 
enemy began to fire at the ketch, which, by this time, 
was qnite near the batteries, though the reports were 
neither lapid nor numcious. At this moment, near ten 
o'clock, Capt. Slewait and Lieut. Cairol were standing in 
the Siroi'B gangway, looking intently towaida the place 
where the ketch waa known to be, when the latter ex- 
claimed, " Look ! aee the light !" At that inatant a hght 
waa aeen pessing and waving, as if a hmtem were car- 
ried by some person in quick motion along a ressel's 
deck. Then it sunk ftom riew. Half a minute may 
bave elapsed when the whole firmantent was hghted with 
a fiery glow, a baming mast, with ita saits, was seen in 
the air, the whole harbor waa momeniarlly iUuntinated, 
the awful explosion came, and a darkneas like Ûiatot 
doon succeeded. The whole waa over in Icss than a 

* Mr. Ridgelf aigoed h ietter to Preble just two iQOQlba Ister sa 
a lieutenant. He may pOBsibly h»vB beea promoted at the tira» 
the iDireptd went in. 
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miaate; th« flame, Uiei^a^kiiig of towers, tb« meting 
of ships, and even tbe bunting of shells, of wMch mtist 
iell in the water, though some lodged on the rocks. 
The firin^ ceased, and from that inst^t Tripi^ pssaed 
the night in a stillnraa Os profonnd as Ihet in whicb the 
victims of this friglitfdl exploeJtat hâve laîu ùxm that 
fatal honf to thia. 

The Nautilos ahowed lights in hopes to guide the 
retreating boals to her etde ; ail ftyes in the squadron 
looked in vain for the expected signal; a moaning gun 
occasionally was heard from the frigate, a filting kaell 
fer sûch a disaster, but in Tain. No Mie eTer came \iack 
Ùcaa the ill-feted Intrepid to relate the history pf heï 
loss. The Aigus, Vjxen and Nautilus hovered near Ae 
rocks lintil the suit arose,"but nothing waa discovered to 
thiow any light on the maoneT in which the ketch was 
lost. The gun-boats anchored near the pasa had been 
moved; one, it wae thbu^t, had entirely disappeared, 
and two or thre» more were hauled asbore as if 



In tbe American squadron the opinion waS gênera] 
that Somets and his detsrmined compauions had Hown 
themselres up to 'pierent . capture. In the absence of 
- certainty.fiiclswereiinagiae.dtorendersuch adeaperato 
step probaUe if not necessary. It was supposed that 
gunboEtts had advanced to beard the ketch, and that Bo- 
meis had fired ihe train in préférence to fàlling inio the 
faauds of the Tripolitans, oï aflowing them to get po«- 
sessicn of the powder. Such appeara ta hare been the 
opinion of Corn, Preble, who reported as much to the 
goremment ; and tbe countryt receiving jts impreasiMM 
from this source, has long entertained the same idêa^ 
TOL. I. 10 
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Â few, howerer, of tfae more ttonghtful hâve alwayv 
doubted, and subséquent discoveries hâve rendered tliest* 
dcHibts moK and more piobeble. 

Among the American prisoners in Trip<^ ma a 
sorgeoa's miUe of the name éS Cowdery, now thé oldesl 
mxgeaa in the ntLvy, who was permitted to go very much 
at largQ in the town, his professional- services being' 
found useful. From this gentleman, from C^t. Bain- 
hridge's private journal, and from otheî* sources equally 
crédible, the following interesting fact^ bave boen ob 
tained, leaving oo question cS theii accuracy. 

In the first place, neithei the worke, the town, nor the 
Tripolitana tbemselves, appear- lo hâve sufièred any 
injury by the eiplosion. Captaia Bainbridge in his 
~ journal, wheje, he speaks of this explosion, says i— 
*' which uufortunate scheme did, no damage whatever to 
the Tripolitans ; noi did it appear eren ta heare thenx - 
iuto confusion." The besbaw, being desiious of ascei? 
taining how many Americans had been lost in the 
explosion, ofiéred a dollar for each body that could be 
discovered. "tbia produced the desired eâeçt, and by 
the 6lh, the dead nere ail brought up. The boltom of 
the ketch had dtïfUd among the rocks, on the north 
aide of ihe n>und faattery, which is near the western 
entrance, and there ic grounded.. In the wreck, two 
bodies . were found. - The Constitution's cutter, or the 
sii-oared boat, had driited on the beach,a short distance 
to the westward of the town. One body was in it. Six 
more bodies were found on the shore to the southward, 
and the remaining four were discovered âoatîng in the 
harbor. This makes the entire number cf the thirteen 
who were lost in the ketch. Captaln Bainbridge de- 
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scribes tte six dead whom he sbw aa " beiag so mucli 
disfigured, it was' impossible lo recognise any featote 
known to us, or even to distii^nish an officeTfrooi a < 
seaman." Those six bodies were the two foutid in.the 
«preck, and the four floatjng in the haibor. But Mr. ■ 
Cowdery was more sucd^asful . He selected three of the 
bodies as 'those of officers, being çuided by some frag- 
ments of dress stiH remaining on them, and sti]! more 
by the délicate appearance of their hands. As this nas 
jost the number bf the officers who were actnally iost, 
and the Americans' jn Tnpoli were then entirely igno- 
iBnt of the character of the party sent in, it leaves 
scarcelya doubt Ihat this gentleman decidedacciuately. 
Indeed, if ihe pabos of tke hands were noi much 
injured, it would not be easy tomake a mistake in auch 
a matter ; and wiy portions of the dress would be 
almoat as aafe guides. The ten seamen were buried ou 
the beach, outside the town wid near the walls : while 
the three officers were interred in the same grai'e, cai the 
. plain beyond, or a cable's length to the southward and 
èaatward of the castle. Small stones were placed at Ihe 
four corners of this last grave, to mark its site ; but they 
were shortly after removed by the Turks, who refuséd 
to lel what they conceived to be a Christian monument, 
disfiguie their iand. Hère, then, lie the remains' of 
Somers, and his two gallant friends ; and it might be> 
well to instruct the commander of sOme nàlion&l cruîser 
to search for their boncs, that they may be inally incor- 
porated with the dust of their native Iand. Their 
identity would at once he estahHshed by the number of 
the skeletons, and the frieods of the deceased might 
expérience a melancholy confoktion in being permitted 
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to drop a tear over tlie spot în which tbey would be 
finally entombed. 

The &ctB rekted leare little doubt that Corn. Freble 
waa mistaken în, at leost, a portion af bis caojectures. 
ThM no Turics snffered, is shown by the dixeot testiimmy 
of Captain Bainbridge's journal, a record made at the 
time, and (Lat, loo, undei circumstances ivliich wilt not 
well admit of nùstakes. Tbistiuth ia also corroborated 
by olher convincing testimony. Tbose who saw the 
explosion, aaw no signe of Miy vessel near the ketch at 
the time it occuired, nor were the vestiges ,ot acy 
wreck, but that of the Intrepid, to be seea in the baAoï. 
The offîcer who saw the ketch to the last moment, by 
means of the glaas, is not understood to hâve aeen any 
tfaing near her, and the thiiteea bodies found, the pré- 
cise mimber of the Americans kfiown to hâve been 
loat, go to confiim the fact. It adda value to the testi- 
mony, too, that a written mémorial of this very number 
of the dead was made, before the prisoners in [Impoli 
had any information concemiug the force of the paity 
sent in from the squadron. 

Nor is there sufficient leason for supposing that the 
'Americans blew tbemaelves .up, on thia occasion. That 
Bornera went in with a full détermination to put inforce 
this despenUe expédients in the event of ita becoming 
necesaaiy to prevent capture, is beyond dispute ; but 
there is no proof of the existence of thp neceasity. To 
atippoee the match would hâve been applied, cxcept in 
the kst emergency, is to accuse him who did it with a 
waiV of coobesa ; a virtue that Captain Somera pos- • 
sessed in an eminent degree ; and this emergency could 
hardly hâve existed without ^me of the enemy havjng 
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been neat enough fo suffer by the explosion. The whole 
pMty waa accustomed to fire, and it is Bcércely possible 
thaï they could hâve been driveti to thia desperate step, 
by means of injujy received in ihis manner, As ,they 
always had their beats for a flight, when rèquired. 
Tbere was a Tague nimor that most 6f ibe bodies found 
had been peifrâated by grape-shot, and a coDJecture was 
made that the suiriTOrs fired tbo. train, in order to pie- 
rent the Turks frem getting possession of tho powder. 
But the report can be Iroced to no sufScient authority, 
and it is not probable that so many would baye sufièred 
in this way as to prevent the unhart front using the 
beats and the train in the mode originally contémplated. 
But one man was found in the Constitution's cutter, 
and be, doubtless, was the boat-sitter, who lost his 
lîfé at his poat. This indicates any thing but hurry or 

It is also certain that the sphnter-room was not 
lighted, as ils flame would hâve been botb quick and 
biight ; and, with a thousand unions eyes on watch, 
it could notfail tohave been seen, This circumstance 
goes fuither to show, that no gunboat or galley cotild 
bave been apprûacbing the ketèh at the time sbe ex- 
ploded, one of the purposes of thèse splinters being to 
keep the enemy aloof, through the dread of a fire-Tessel. 
To suppose a néglect'of using the aplinter-room, m a 
CBse of peceasity, would ^be to accuse th'e party of the 
same want of coolness as is inferred by the supposition 
of their blowing themselves up when no foe was near. 
Both were morally' impossible, with such a man as 
Somers. Admittîng thaï no Tripolitan veasel was near 
the Inirepid, and étill insisting that 'the train Vas fneA 
10' 
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\fy tbe AmeiicBiie, no leason can be gÎTen wby the pie- 
parations for the flafety of the Utl«r's crew should not 
hâve been used. The Constitution's c«tler was found 
wilh its keepei aloae in it, but of the Siren's boot we 
hâve no nccount. The lattei waa probably akmgside 
the ketch aod destroyed: it roay hare been sunk by a 
fallingshell; or itiDay hâve been priTateiyappioprialed 
to himself by aome Turk. • That oo one was in it, how- 
ever, is shown by the twelve bodiea that were fouud 
out of the boata ; foi, if manned, and a few yards ùom 
the ketch, the crew woiUd hâve been blown into its bot- 
tera, and not inio tlia water. 

Abândoning tbe îdea that the Inlrepid waa inteniion- 
ally blown up, by Somers and hia party, we hâve the 
allemativee of believing .the disaster to hâve been the 
reaull of the fire of the enemy, or the conséquences rf 
an accident. The latter is possible, but, the foimer 
appeara to us to be much the moet probable. The light 
seen by Captain Stewart and Lieutenant Carrol, taken 
in connection with the circumstance that the expksioa 
occurred immediately ailer, and appaiendy at that pre- 
cise spot, ia certainly an incident wmtby of our consi- 
dération, thoiigh it is not easy to see how this hght could 
hâve produced tbe calamity. Accidents are much less 
likely to happen on board auch a vessel, than on ordi- 
nary occasions, eveiy-care being taken ta prevent them. 
As the intention was to fire the splinters, ail caution 
was doubtless used to see that no loose powder was lying 
about, and. that tbe âames should not conununicate with 
the train, escept at the right moment, and in the prop« 
manner. StiU an accident from'this source mai/ hâve 
occurred through eome unforeaeen agëncyi If this light 
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WBs Te&lly on board the ketch it was probably caniad 
&cHn aft, wbere it had been kept under the eye of tke 
officera, to the mBÎD-hatcbt in order to kindle the ipliat- 
ers, a gt^ thaï it vus about time ta ti^e. Comiaodtab 
PreblCr m his o&ààl letter, adreits to thç eiicninstance 
that thisflplinteF-room had not be<n set on fire when the 
ketch bleW up, as a proof thnt the paity hàd been 
inducedtoact onanemei^ncy; for he always Kasoned ' 
as if theyblewthemselres up ; believing thbt the Intre- 
pid waa auirounded, and that many of the enemy -wen 
' killed. Beasoning on the same ciicumstance, with die 
kaowledge we now poeseia that no Tiuka we» near, or 
thàt any siiffered, and it gnea to show that thé eiploeion 
occiured at a moment when it mas not espected by 80- 
merSf who would not bave ne^ected to fire this room, 
iVi any ordinary case. If the accident had its me on 
board the ketch, it piobably occuired in the attempt to 
take âiis pretiminary step. 

But the Intrepid may hâve been blown up, by means 
of a shot irom' the enemy. This ia the moat probable 
solution of the catastrophe, and the one which is the 
moBt coDsoling (o the friends of the' snfièreisiond which 
ought to be the tnoet satisfactory U) tlie nation. C(»n- 
modore Preble Bays, "on enterin'g the harbor aeveial 
shot were fired at her (the Intrepid) fiom the batteries." 
The western entrance, iii 01 near whieh the ketch blew 
up, is "vrithin pÎMol shot of what is called tfae Spanish 
fort, ôr, indeed, of moat irf the works on and about the 
mole. Even the bashaw'scastle lies within&irconiflter 
range of thia spot, and, prepared as the Turks weie for 
any despeiate enterprïse on the part of the Americansi 
nothing is more probable than that they jealousiy 
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iralched the tooTementa of a ressel ihat wss entering 
theii harborafte; dark, neceesarily passing near, if sot 
coming directly fram the American squadroa. Their 
batteries may eren hare been previded wilh hat sket, 
fot any emeTgency like this, Giuiboat No. S, Lieute- 
nant Caldwell, was blown up in tbe attack of the 7th 
Augnst, and that very ciicnmstance would probably 
induce the Turks to make a provision for repeating tbe 
injiiry. A cold shot, bOwever, migbt very well baye 
caused tbe eiplosion. Tbe breaking of one of tbe 
sheUs on deck ; tbe collision with a boit, a spike or eTcn 
a nail passiog tbrough tbe bull, may hare struck fiie. 
It îs possible a sbot passed througb the epUnter-room, 
and expoeed tbe powder of tbe train, and tbat in rtm- 
ning below with a lantein to asceitain what damage bad 
been dooe, the accident may hâve occurred. The moT- 
ing ligbt Been by the' présent Commodore Stewart, 
would favor sucb a supposition ; tbougb jt must be 
remembered thia. ligbt may also hâve been on board 
SMne Teasel beyond the ketch, or eTen on the ehore. 
< Only one other suppoeitiQu bas been made conceming 
tbis melancholy aflaii. It has been thougbt tbat the 
ketch grounded on the 'rocks, in the westem entrance, 
and was blown up theie* to prevent the enemy frcaii 
getting possession of heï powder. Tb^ the Intrepid 
may bave touched the rocks is not improbable, the pass 
being laid down in the most accurate chait of the har- 

, bor, as less than eighty feitbcans wide, with shoal waler 
on each side, the visiMe rocks being more tban double 
that distance asunder ; biit grounding does not infeilhe 

■ necessity of blowing up the ketch's crew. To suppose 
that Someis woold bave deatroyed bimself tbiough 
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rooitificatjon, at findiog tus vessel on shore, is oppwed 

lo leason and probability ; while it is Amag gioss injus- 
tice to a character of siiigular chivaliy and geoeiosity 
to believe he would haye sacrificed his companiops to 
any coosideretioa so strictly seliîsh. 

In thia case, as in ail oibeis, the sirapleat and most 
natura] solution of the diâiculty is the most probahle. 
^U the knowD facts of the case, too, help to auslain 
thia mode of reasoning. Those who saw the ketch, 
think she was advancing. to the last moment, while it 
ia agreed she had not reached, by sevenil huadied 
yards, the spot to which it wos the intention to cany 
her. By thé chart alluded to, one recently madé by 
an EngHsh officer of great merit, it is about eleven 
hundied yards iiom the western entrance to the 
baahAw's castle, and about Eve hundred and fiAy U> the 
inner harbor, or galley mole. Hère, close to windwaid 
of the enemy'a veesels, Somera intended to hâve left 
the ketch, and there Î8 no doubl she would hâve drifted 
into their niidst, when the destructiop must hâve been 
feaiful. God disposed of the resuit differently, for 
some wise purpose of hia own, rendering the assailants 
the sole victims of the enterprise. lE is ooly by con- 
sidering the uttei insignificance of ail temporal mea- 
sures, aa compaied with what Ues beyoad, that we can 
learn ta submit to'these.dispenBaiions,with a just sensé ' 
of our own impotency. 

AU agrée that the Intrepid blew up, in or quite near 
to the western entrance. This .was the resuit of direct- 
observation ; il ip proved by the fect that portions of the ■ 
wreck and some of the shells fell on the rocks, and by 
ibe positions in which the Constitution's cutter ^aâ the 
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bottCHD t^ the ketcli were found. With the wind at 
the enatwBid, the wfeck coùld not hare "grounded on 
the north side of the rocks ocar the round batteiy," as 
is stBted in Commodore Bainbridge's prirate journal, 
had the Intrepid been. any distance within the entnmce ; 
nor woiild the Conatitutiori's boat havë drifted past the 
inteirening abjects to tiie wesCward. The wind had 
piobablf a httle northing tn it, foUôwing the Une (^ 
coast, as is naual with light aiis, and as ia shown by 
the wieck's touching on the north side of the rocks, ail 
of which goea to prOTe, from an ezamination of the 
chart, as well as from the eviilence of ihosê who were 
présent, ihat the accident occurred quite near the place 
staled. Occuning so far ont, with nolhing near to en- 
danger the party, it leavea the moral certainty ihat the 
explosion was the resuit of accident, and not of design; 
or, if the latter, of an attempt of the enemy to desUoy 
the Intrepid. 

Thue perished Richard Somers, the snbject of our 
memoir, and one of the "bravest of the braTe." Not- 
'ffithstanding ail our means of reasoning, and the greal- 
est eâbrts of human ingenuity, there will retnain a 
melancholy interest around the manner of his end, 
which, by the Almighty .will, is for ever veiled irom 
hunian eyes in a aad and sokmn mystery. In what- 
ever way we riew the resuk, the service on 'which he 
went was one of exceeding periU He ia known to 
hâve volunteered for il, with readiness ; to hâve made 
'liis préparations with steadiness and alacrity; and, 
when last seen, to hâve been entering on ils immédiate 
exécution, with a calm and intrepid serenity. There 
was an énnobling motive, too, for undertaking so great a 
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tisk. In addition to the asual inducements of couutiir 
and hotiour, tlie immédiate libeiatioii of Boinbridge and 
his brave companions waa beliered to dépend Qn its 
succesa. E^^aggerated notions (J tiie sufi^ringa of th^ 
PhiUdelphia'a ciew prevailëd in the squadron before 
IMpoli, as wetl as in die couniry, and theii brethien 
in anns ibugbt with the double incentive of duty and 
fnendship. Ten. minutes more would piobably bave 
realized the fondent hopes of the adventuien, but tiiu 
providence of God was (^posed to tbeir «iccess, and the ' 
cause, if it ifl ever to be knoWD to man, muât abide the 
[évolutions tbat await the end of time, and tbe cnn- 
mencement of eieroity. 

In peison, Somers waa a mon <£ mîddle slUui^— . 
tathet below than above it— ^but stout of iiame ; ex- 
ceedingly active and musculaT. His nose #aa inclining 
to tbe aqniline, bis eyes and hair weio daik, and his 
whole face bore marks bf tbe cross of the French blood ■ 
that was said to run in his veins. It is a remarkablé 
circumstance in the careèr of this distinguished young 
offîeer, tbat no one haa any thing to urge againat him. 
He was mild, amiable and.offectionate, bo«h in dispOM- 
ticHi and deportment, thougfa of singukily cbivalrous 
notions of duty and hqnor. It bas been said by a 
writer who bas bad every opportuniiy of ascertaining 
the fiict, tbat when a very young man be fought three , 
duels in one day — almcet at ibe same (ime — being 
wounded himself in the iwo first, and fighting the lasl, 
seated on tbe ground, sust^ned by his friend Decatur. 
Although such an incident could only bave occurred 
with very young menj and perhaps under the exagér- 
ations of a very young service, it waa perfectly charac- 
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lenstic of Somers. There was iioiliing vîndictive in 
thèse duels. He fired but once at each adTersary — he 
wounded the last man — and was himself, in a physical 
sensé, the principal suffeier. The quarrela arose Jrom 
his opponents imputing to him a want of Èpirit for net 
resenling some jdle expression of Decatur's, who was 
the last miœ liring to întend to huit Someis' feelings. 
They loved each other as brothers, and Decatur proved 
jt, hy ofièring to fighl the two last duels fer his friend, 
after the lattef had leceived his first wound. But So- 
meis fbughf for honor, and was determined that the men 
who doubted >him, should be convinçed of their mis- 
take. Apart fioni the error of continutng the a^rs 
aAer the fîist injury, and the gênerai inoral mistake of 
aupposing that a moral injury can be repaired in tbis 
mode at ail, thèse duels had the chivahoue clmracter 
that ahould ever characterize sucb meetings, if meetings 
ofthis nature are really necessary to human civilization. 
" Although it is scarcely possible that a warm-hearied 
young man, like Somers, should not hâve felt a préfér- 
ence for Bome peison of the other sex, it is not known 
that he had any serions àttachiïient when he lost his 
life. Glory appears to hâve been his mistreas, for the 
time being at leasl, and he lefl no one of this nature 
behind bim to moum his early loss. He died possessed 
of a respectable landed property, and one of increasing 
™lue ; ail of which he bequeotbed to thô only sister 
mentioned. 

Somers was tbou^t to be an expert seaman, by 
those who were good judges of such qualifications. As 
a commander he was mild, bnl sufiiciently firm. His 
éducation, witbout being unusual eren in his profeesitm 
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at thu day, had not beén neglected^làong^i he wonld 
not piobably hare been classed among' tke reading mea 
of the service. A chiralrous sensé of honcar, an un- 
mored courage, and perfecl dévotion to tiie service in 
which he was engagea, forœed the prominent pnnts of 
Mb cliaiacler, and as ail w«e actranpspied by greal 
gentleuesa ni mannef and' amiability. of foehog^t ^ 
^peais to hâve been equally belovsd and lespected. 
Tfae ^tsidunent which existed between hîm and Decalur 
had sometbing romantic about it. They were rivais in 
professional dariag, wbile tbey were hosom frienda. ' As 
we bave akeadysBid,it îa by.no meane improbable thst 
the eïpbits of Decatur induced Somers, througb a g«n- 
erous compétition, to engage in the perilous enterprîse 
in which he perisbed, and on whicb he entered with a 
known intentiop of yielding up his life, if nocessary to 
prevenl the enemy'e obtaining the gieat advantage ot 
demanding ronsom for bis party, or of seizing the pow> 
der m the ketch. 

Congress passed a résolution oC coadolence with the 
Mends of the officers who died in ihe Intrepid, as well 
as with those of ail the officera wbo fetl before Tripoli. 
Of thèse brave luen,. Somers, on account of his rank. 
the manner of hiB death, and bis previous expbits, haa 
stood foremost with the countryand the service. Thèse 
claima juatly entitle bim to this high distinctiiHi, Among 
ail the gallant yonng men that this war fîrsl made known 
to the tiatton, he has always maintained a high place, 
and,aa it is a station sealed with his blood, it hss bec<nae 
sacied to the entire republic. 

It is a proof of the estimation in which this regietted 
officer is held, thaï seveial small veisek hare sinbe been 

voi. I. 11 ' , 
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csUed after iùm. Peiry had a Bchooner, which wu 
thus deaiginated, imder iôa ordera m the memonUe 
lOth Septembei, 1813; and a beautiful Uttk brig 
liaa lately beeH put into tfae watei oà tlie seaboaid, 
which ia caUed the Scanen. In ahot, hia naine hai 
paased ialo a wKtchwotd in tfae American luiTy ; and 
as they iriio are fint anociated «ith the annala of a na- 
tion, whethei in unmectionwithits înstitutionB.ksannt, 
ita literatnie, es ita Bits, fonn the geims of ail its fiituie 
leDOwn, it ia probable it wili be handed down to poa- 
teri^, aa one of the brigbt examples which the aspiting 
and daiing in theîi caatttij'a servife will do weU lo 
imitate. 
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AnoMB the matxj bnre Irialunen who, £nit aôd last, 
haVe manifested theii couiage, and shown hov itnuig 
is the ^pnpathy betweea the peapU of ihe» oalirs 
ialond apd tliis conutrjr, the subject of this sketch is 
entitled to occnpy a higbly hcmoumble place, Tberq 
WB8 a short period, mdeed, wheo liis name and serrices 
itood second to none on the list of gallant aeamen wilh 
which the présent nayy of the lepublic coDuneiicad îts 
brilUant ^rber. Thoee w^hose niMaoriea extend w &i 
back ae th« cnnmencenient of the centuiy, and who ara 
fiiinîUai with uval eveats, will leadily lecall how oAen 
tfaey were reqoiied to listes (o hù succassas and his 
deads. 

The fiunily of Ji^ Shaw was of English urigin. 
In 1600, howerw, his 8;niid&theT, as i^cer in the com^ 
miasariat of King Wiljiam's azaty, passed into Iraland, 
on sarrice, wheie he appean to hâve mameâ and ea- 
lablished himself. The son, who was the bther of oui 
sûbjeot, seired aa aa officar in the Ibuith segimeot of 
heary hrase, on tfae Irish eatabUshmeot. He waa 
Bctively and creditabiy employed wilh his legimeat in 
the war of '66, serving no leès thau four yeara in Qer- 
numy. During this time' he waa pieseat at seveial 
battles, inclading that of Minâen. In 1703, thia gen- 
tleniui letnmed toIieW&d, dtntly aftéi nuirying Elirn* 
13S 



■,Gootjl>j 



134 NAVAL BIOSBAPHT. 

beth BoTton, of Kîlkenna. In 1779, ht quitted the 
tinaj aJtogether, retiring to a faxai. The family oT 
Baiton, like that of Shaw, was also English, imd had 
corne inio Ireland with the'anny with wtiich Cromwell 
inraded that countiy, in 1649. 

John Show was boni at Mt. MeUick, QrUeen's 
county, Ireland, in the year 1773, or while his father 
was still in the army, ThCïe were sevêntl older chil- 
dren, and the family becoming nunierous, his stndies 
were neCessarily limited to such an edilcatîon as coula 
be obtained at a country achool.of the Ordinary character. 
The means of proriding; for ao many children early oc- 
cupied the fathei'a thoughts, and, at the proper time, 
the matter was laid fairly before two of the older sons, 
for tbéir own considération. Ohe gf thestt sons wu 
John. This'occuTTed in 1700, when the htd was in his 
serenteenth year. The fàlher Tectnnmended America, 
as the moet proraîsing théâtre for their future eiertions ; 
and the adVice agreelng with the inclinations of the 
youths, John and an eldei bioiher seiled for New Tork, 
which port they reached in December of the same year. 
After remaining a short time in New York, the subject 
of onr sketch pioceeded to^Philadelphia, then the pcditi- 
ad capital and hrgest town of the infant republic. Hère 
he deliTcred varions létters of introduction, and, after 
looking about him a littie, he determined to push his 
fbrtunes on the océan, of which he had a taste in the 
passage out. 

In March, 1791, young Shaw sailed for (he Ëast In^ 
dies, being then neariy eighteen yeare of âge, The 
destination of the sbip was, in truth. China, ail thne 
distant Béas going, in the parlance of seamen, nndei the 



,,Gootjl>j 



. . JOHM 8BAW 125 

genend tiame <rf the Indiea. The fint Toya^ &pp«uc8 
to hâve produced do event of sny putictikr intereit. 
It aerred, howaver, to make' tlte youth fàmiliei with liis 
now professioiit and to open the way to piefennent. In 
the intervals belween hia voyages to Canton, of whîch 
he' Menu to haTe made fonr in the' next mx yeais, he 
was occiipied in improviog himaelf, and in serring in 
cdnnting-hoiues aa a cteik. On the second voyage, the 
ship he nas in, the Bampson, waa attacked by a nnm- 
ber crf Malay prowa, during a (»hn.. This occuned in 
the 8tiKit».c^ Banca, and in the night. The attadc ap- 
peaiB to hâve been vigoions and the situatîcai of tho 
vessel critical. Notwithatanding, she kept up so biislc 
a fiie fiom six four-pounders, as to compel seveial of 
her assaîlants to haul off, to lepair their damages. A 
\mezo ctaniçg, the Sampson was brought nndei cou- 
mand, and soon cleaied heiself from her enemiea, who 
rân fol the islan^ of Bornéo. This was the flist occa- 
sion on which Shaw met with leal service. 

Wbile on shoie, young Shaw had joined àM weli- 
known body of irregular vc^onteera, known as the Mac- 
pherson Bluea. This corps, when its size is considered, 
was piobeUy ihe moet remaricable, aq r^aids efficiency, 
disàpliDe,appeamttce,and the chanoters of ils membera, 
that e»eï exieted in the countiy. SeTcral hundieds of 
the most respectable young men of Fhiiadelphia were 
in its xanka, and roany of the more dietingoished citizens 
did not diadain its semce. It rt^nteered, in 1T94, ta 
much f^nst the insuigents in western Pennsylvania, 
yoùpg Shaw; shouldering his kit aud his. muaket with 
the lest. The tnnps did not retom to Pbiladelphia 
11- 
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nnlil the dose of the yeai, having maiched eaily ïn 
the autnion.* 

la the third of hia royagea to Caiiloa, yooug Sha^r 
was ttie thiid Olîîcer of the sbip, and the fourth be inade 
fls her fiiet offic«r. Thia waa quick pjefeimeat, and 
'ùinishea proof in îtself that his employers had leason 
u> be satiefied with bia application and chamcter. 

four voyages to China gave our young sailor so mudi 
professional knowledge and réputation as lo pTOcure him 
a vexseL Neor the close of the yeai 1797, he sailed 
for tbe West I&dies, as maeter of a brig, retuming to 
Baltimore the succeeding May. This was at a moment 
when the American trade waa gieatly depredated on by 

* An anecdote is related of one of ihe '* citizen soldieis'^ la thia 
expédition which ia wonby of being recorded. Tbe parson re- 
feiTed to wai a Gennan b; binh, of ihe name of Kpch. «od waa 
well knowiL in Philadelpbia, in hia daf . aa a large oiu-door under- 
writer. He died gome len or Iwelve yeara eince, ïn Patis, whither 
be had gono fot the benefii of the cUma'te, lea'ving a fortune' eacî- 
mated at 91.200,000. Mi. Kocb, like ymiDg Shsw, waa a prÎTste 
in tbe MacpheraoD BJues. It fèll to hia lot oDa •lught to be ata- 
rioned aentinel over a baggage- wagon. Tbe weather waa cold, 
raw, etormy, and wei. This Bel tbe sentinal mueing. Aflor ro- 
matning on poel half an bour, he waa heard calling luatily, "Cor- 
pcral of ter guaiti — Corporel of ter giiarli." The corpora] oama, 
and inquired nfaat wbb wsnting, Koch wiahed U> be reUevad 
for a léw minulea, h^ving sometbing to aay lo MacpheratHi. H« 
waa gratifîed, and in a few minutes he alood in ihepreaence of tbe 
gênerai. "Well, Mr. Koch, what îa your pleaaureV' aaked Mac- 
pbanson. " Why, yaneral, I wiA to know what may be ter value 
of dat d — d wagon over which I ma abeetinel !" " Howtha d — 1 
«hould I know, Koch ?" " Well, somet'ing apptaiimalive — not 
te be bartioular." " A ihoiiBand dollars, perhapa." " Very well, 
Yeneral Macpherson, t Write aaheck for ter money, and len I 
will j[o to beta." 
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the FFeoch pmateen, and Mr. Sliaw liad nmch leaMit 
to cotnplain of the trealioeat be received attfaeiihanda. 
Tbfi Spring of 1796, (a the moment of hia letum to 
this country, was [ffeciaelj that when the aimamenta 
ag^iut Franc» wei« in progress, und Mr. Shaw f^ 
BtroQgly dispoeed, on more accounts than one^ to talcO 
semcB- in the in&nt nary. DaJe sailed in the 
Qanges, the fiist reseel out, <m the SSd of May, the 
very mooth when the brig of Mf . Shaw i«)tched Balti- 
more. 

SooD ufter this important eveut, an application waa 
raade to the Nayy Department in bebdf of Mi. Shaw, 
and being sustained by the late Oen, Samuel Smith, 
and other men of influence in Baltimore, he was com- 
miseloned as a lieutenant. Mr. Bhan's place on the 
liât must hare beeu about the thirtieth, thoùgh promo- 
tions Boon Taised him much nesrer to the top. Badgen,- 
Proble, James Banon, Bainbridge, Stewait, Hull, and 
Slerret weie ail aboTe him; «rhile he ranked above 
Ghauncy, John Smith, Somers, Decatur, &c. At this 
' lime, Mi. Shaw was.five and tM'onty yeais of âge. 

Soon aAei Teceinng his appointaient, out subject was 
oïdeied to join the Montezuma 30, Capt. Alexandet 
Murray î a ahip bought into the service, as one of the 
hasty equipmenta of the period. Fitun the date of his 
commission, there is not much doubt that Mr. Shaw was 
the senior lieutenant of this ressel ; at ail events, if he 
did not hold this rank on joining hei, he obtained it be- 
{<ae she had been long in seirice. 

The Mootezuma did not get to sea until November. 
1798, wfaen she pioceeded to the West Indies, the 
NoifoDc 18, Capt. Williams, and Retaliation 13, Lieut. 
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Com. Bainbriiige, aailiog in conipaïiy. While cruising 
off Gnadaloupe, the same moiith, the AmericAos were 
chased b^ two French frigotes, le Volostajre soi l'In- 
svTgente. The B^tâliBâMi wu capluied, end the gbip 
and brig escaped only by the sâdreas of > liieut. Cent. 
Bdinbridgs, wbo indaced the French coimaBiidei to 
recall t'ImniTgente by signa), by exaggeniting the forée 
of the two Americons. The Monjezuma lemoineii ni 
the Weet Indies, (XHivoyiog and crnising, imiil October, 
1799, when she was compelled to come home to get a ' 
new crew, end to refit. This year <^ active eerrice ia 
a reaeel of war, added to the eeamansfaip tibtained in 
his Toyages to Canton, n^e Mr. Shaw a good officei ; 
Gapt. Mnm^ Itaving come ont of the war of the Heyo- 
hition, thongh o&iy a lieutenant in lank, with the répu- 
tation of being one of the most active and best man-oi- 
wai's men of the service. 

Our young Irishman had no reaetm to G«mplain of 
his lack in the coimtry of his adoption. He had now 
been at sea but nine years, and in America thé aame 
time, when he found hiniself feirly enUsted in an 
hanorable service, and in the possession of very le- 
spectable rank. His good fortune, however, did oot 
stop hère. Dûring the late cmise, Mr. Shaw had woù 
the respect and regard of his commander, vho was s 
gentleman of hi^y respectable fiiniily, and who pos- 
sessed considenble naval influence in partîcular, being 
allitd to the Nicholsons, and olber famiUes (^ mark. 
Through the warm recommebdatimis of Càpt. Mumy, 
Mr. Shaw was appointed to a separate ccanmand, and 
was at once placed in the way of carring ont a name 
for himself. 
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The ressel to wUch Li,èut. Com. Shaw was appoiot- 
«d was built on the Ëaalern Sbore of Maryland, and 
wae a tchgonei that was pierced for twelve IcHig sixes, 
a apecies of gUn that preceded (he use of the light cai- 
Tonads. She was called the Enteipriae, end subse- 
quentlf became celebialed in -the service, foi hei extra- 
ocdinary good fortone and manj captures. A few yea» 
lal«r. Porter had her leBgtbened ^ Venice, and pieiced 
ioT two a^QK gnns, and in the end she was conveited 
into a brig, tenninatin^ her caieer, usdei the late Capt. 
Galligher, by shipwieck, iathe West Indîes. In the 
coone of hei aerrice, the Enterprise faugbt nine or tei> 
actions, in aH of which she was either cooipietely auc- 
ceosful, or came off witfa crédit. It was her oSicers 
aod meni too, in a gieat meaauFe, thaï canied the FbiU- 
dçipbia, in the barbor of Tripoli, and Decatur's own 
boat waa manned from her, in the despeiate haud-to- 
Imud conflict that occurred under the rocks before that 
town. In (Hie sense, she was more useAil fhan any 
other omît that ever saîled under the flag. 

Lieut. Cota. Shaw got to sea in the Enterprise, with 
a crew of seventy-sii men on boaid, in Decembei, 1799. 
He pioceeded to the Windward Ishmd «tation. In 
Febiuary, 1800, ou his letum from Cuiaçoa, off the 
east end of Porto Rico, Shaw fell in with the Conslella- 
ti<ui 38, Cc»u. Truxtun, thirty-six Jiours aftei her wann 
engagement with le Vengeance, a ship of la^r size, 
hearier, and more guna, and a stronger crew. The 
CoustellatioD, as is well known,. had been partly dis- 
maated iu the battle, and was now making the best of 
her, way to Jamaica, Com. Truxtun sent the Enter- 
prise toPbiiadelphia with despatches.where she arrived 
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fiftem daya Itier, httving eipcnienced hoKrj giden os 
the coût. 

Lieut. Com. 8haw left the Delaware again, in Harcb, 
hoTittg oïdeTB to proceed ofi* Cape François with de- 
spatchea for Com. Talbot. Haviog âeSvered his d»- 
Bpatche>< he proceeded on to joinCom. Traxtnn at Ja- 
nudcft. Off the eaitem end of the island, honerer, he feli 
in with an English sloop of war, and ascertained that tho 
Constellation had sailed for home, \riien he immediHtely 
haiiled iJp for St. Kitts, the lendezrous of the Wind- 
waid squadron. While ofthe Mona Passa^, workinf 
up towards her stAtion, the Enterprise mw a ^iige hrig 
to the aouthwaid and eastWaid, to which shé gave chase 
with the American ensign flying. Qaining on the chase, 
the latter sfaowed Spanish coliws, and <^ened a fire où 
die Bchooner, when about a mile distant. Lieut. Com^ 
Shaw slood on, keeping his biS until he had got well 
on the brig's quaiter, when, deteimined aot to be âred 
at without lesenting it, he poured in a brouiside upott 
the Bpaniard. Asharpconflictensued/thebrigmount- 
ing eighteen guns, and having heavier métal thtm her 
antagonist. Afler exchtuigiog their fiie for twenty 
minutes Ae Tesaels sepanted, widtout any eiplana- 
tioiu, each being seemingly satiaâed of the national 
cfaaiaeter of the other. This waa the fini adâlr of the 
gallnnt little Enterprise, and it might be taken as a 
pledge of the spirit with w^lich she was to be aailed and 
fought, during the twcnty succeeding years. Both 
veeasis suâbred materially in this combat, ihongh little 
was aaid ofit, even at the time, and it appears not to 
hâve led to any poUtical dissenaion. The American 
went into St. Thmnaâ to refit. 
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In tiie port ol Bl. Tkmiu tiiere hAnP'^l'*'^ ^ l*^ ^7Ûig< 
at the time, a luge EVcoch log^Tt that mounted twehe 
gnni, andis said toliavs had.a ciew.of ahundiedsoula 
on boaid. The conuiiandei'Of Ûàa lugger sent a ciril 
meBBBge to lieat. Shav, juuning an hour when he 
sliotdd be pleased lo inake a trial d' aUeagtli in ths offing. 
As Boon aa this propaaal was mendoned to the crew of 
the American echooner, it ^na accepted with thne 
cheera, and the enevy wbb duly apioised of the fiKt. 

Al the tinw named in the challenge. Lient. Shaw got 
nndei xnj, and atood into the oSag. Hue he hov«-4Dt 
waitii^ ibr his antagonial to txime out. Oboerrii^ that 
the lug^i^ did not h& hei anchor, ha fired a shot ihthe 
diiecticoi of ihe harbour. Thia ugaai waa repeated 
sBveial times, dariugjthe remainder of the dayt widioàt 
prodnciDg any eâèct' AAer dark, the ïkiterpiiae bwe 
np, end ran down to leewud of St. Croix, where ahe 
continned cruùing fot aérera dap ; during which time 
tùte captuied a amall letter-af-marque, and camed her 
into St. KittB. 

Ahei fiUing np hia wal^r and prorisions. Lient. 
Com. Sfiaw aaiUd again immediately. A day or two 
ont, OT in May, 1800, he fall in widi, and broughl to 
acticm a Fiench privateer schooner, called la Seine^ 
anned vith foui gnna, and haring a complément of 
fifly-fonr men. The combat waa ahon, but exceedin^y 
spirited, the Frencfaman maldng a moet despeiate re- 
siatance. He did not yield until he had twenty^onr 
of his ciew Idlled and wounded, and his'aails and rig- 
^ng eut to pièces. The Eiiteq)Tise had a Um men 
hnit ^so. The piiEa «as manned and eent into St. 
Kitta. 
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Two weeka later, tbe EmerpnK beinglo leewaid of 
Qusdsloupe, chased and engaged atiothei privai^tr 
cajkd la Citoyenne, canyingeii guna, and manned 
witb fifty-seven men. Like la Seine, la CitoyeDoe 
beld oui and fought to the laat, refusing to strilce so 
long as a hope of eacape lemained. Wheu ehe «rtiuck, 
it was asceRaîned dut ahe had lost four men kiUed, 
beaide haring eleven men wonnded. Capt Shaw al- 
vays spoke of tfae tdwtinacy of tfae résistance made by 
tbese twD gallant PFenchmen wîtti gieat respect. In 
the two a^rs, the Enterprise had a marine kilied and 
>even men wounded. La Citoyeun» waa ako manned 
and sent into St. Kitta. 

The Enterprise nezt wenl of Porto Rico. Hère 
Lient. Corn, flhaw hec^d that twe American mariners 
were sentenced to death for havlng kilied two French- ' 
men in an atiempt to recapture tbeir veesel. Thèse 
seamen had been twice taken to the place of exe«ntii» 
and reprieved, suSèring, in addkion to ibis cruel trifling 
mnch in the way of ordinary treaUnent. ' In the etrug 
gle in which the Frenchmen felJ, they bad actnaJiy 
Bucceeded, but were recaptured befbre they CDuld reach 
a port. • Shortly ailer ihe Enterprise went into St. Kîtls, 
wheu Lieut. Shaw made known the situation of theae 
captives to ibe American agent for prisonera, and an 
abortiTO attempt was made to obtain their reteqae. The 
a^r waa not finally disposed of, howevei, before tbe 
Enterprise sailed on another cruise. 

Lient. Corn. Shaw now paased between Antigua and 
Desirade, where he made a large three-masted Fr^ich 
Ingger, which he iromediately reci^fniaed as the v«ssel 
that had sent him the challenge at St. Tbcnnas. The 
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EstarpriM'closed jn eXpectadonoT an engagement, bnt,' 
«ger exchangibg ei few Bhat, tbe lugger haoled down 
feer colois. This veasel proTed to be the sftme as that 
wiiieh had sent the challenge, and fnmi the feeUeoen 
of bel leristance, in collection wkfa tHe odier dii:um- 
stances, ire are lefi to suppose some ariiât^ kd'to her 
défiance. On boaid the prim wete a&verfà oSeen d 
the Fiench anny, one of whora prared to be <^ thé «nk 
of a najorgeneral. The Enterptise wént intô St. Kitts 
with the lug$:eiv and no soener did she «irrive thtm 
ï^eut. Corn. Shafr put the général and a DaptB)n< in 
doee confinement, as hoetages for the secUhty of die 
two condemned Americana. Gare was taken to let this 
fact be known at Gmdaloupe, and it had its influence. 

In 'the A'ëan time, Coiil. ' Truitun arrived oh the 
statm, and he supported Mr. Shaw in what he had 
done. Matters now looked bo serions that die genëifi] 
asked permiGeion to be sent, on Lis partie, to Onadà- 
loupe, to arrange the difficuhy ia person. 'Hiè reqnest - 
was granted, and, within the month, he returaed, 
btinging hsck the libeiated Americans in his Company. 
Mr. Shaw's spint and- decisioii obtained for him tnnch 
crédit with the authorities of the period, and were 
âôubdess the means of savîng two brave itien mtich- ad- 
ditional suSèring, if not from ignominious deatha. 

While the affiiir of the condemned mariners was in 
pix^ress, Lient. Com. Shsw did not keep his achooner 
idle in port. She had now becoine a btorite little 
cmiiser, and was seldom at anchor longer than was ne- 
cessary to repair damages, or taken in supplies. In 
June ^e was cruising to leewaid of Oua^loape, when 
she fell in with another privatder c«lled l'Aigle t a Tciy 

¥0L. I. 18 
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fgM tmd destnicdre cruiser, of neoily the Ekttùprise'B 
force, as she cairied (en gunt,' and had .eeveuty-eiglit 
men on board. L'Aigie had eut up both the Engliah 
and American tnde vety extenarely, nor bad her comi- 
mander taij objectionB to engage, aJlhoUgk.tlLe Enter- 
prise was M handled as toleave her no cboice, Tbe 
tessets croseed eacb other on t^posite tacks, the Ameri- 
can to leewaid, bot cloH aboard her mteOiy. Ea^ 
deliveied ber broadside in passing, with-ocmsideTable 
eâèct. Tbe beW of the Enteiprise waa put down in the 
Smolcet and ahe sbot npidly up into tbe wind, tackin^ 
direetly tkthi>reit tbe Frenchman'a wake^ Tbia was 
done 80 quicklyas to enable the AihericAn to diachtuge 
four of ker aii; guna fwrly into tbe enemy's stem, rak- 
ing ber with great e^cl. The enemy was now eri- 
dently in confusion, and hie sehooiœr coamg lound. 
Mi. Bhaw bid tbe enemy aboaid to windward; firing 
but (ne more gun ; or eleven in ail. The Americane 
met vith no résistance, Snding the «sew of l'Aigle 
helow. At fiist tbis cfrcumslance excited surprise, the 
Fiench commander baving eue of the greâtest réputa- 
tions rf any privatïersman in tbe West ladies, and 
being known to be as lesolute as he was akilIfuL 

On examining the state oî the prize, however, it was 
ascertained tfaat a round sbol bad struck tbe Fiench 
commander on the upper part of bis forebead, teax}ng 
away dié scalp, and he lay for dead, on deck. He re- 
covered hls sensés in tbe end, and aurrived (be injury. 
Anothei shot bad pasaed diiectly through tbe bieast, c^ 
tbe first lieutenant. Nor was the fate of tbe second 
lieutenant mucb better tb&n tbat of bis commander. . A 
efaol bad also grazed his hegd, carrying aw^ a part of 
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•àne ear, and mach of the skin, throwing hîmon tlie 
deck aensaless. It vma owing to tbese singular cbsobI- 
ti«) that the men, finding; themgelves without leaders, 
deserted their qoaiteFS when ihe Ameiicims boarded. 

■L'Aigle had thrèe men killed and nine wounded, in 
thia short a^r. Three of the Enterprise's peo{tle 
■weK woanded, but no one waa ilain. The prize vnê 
sent in, as nstial^ and Mr. Shaw immediately prepaped 
for fàrther service. 

la Jiily, tlûa gsUaiit little schooner, then cniising to 
keward of Dominico, fell in with le Flambeau, another 
privateer of note in thoae sees. This Tessel, a brig, 
was every way superioi to' the Enterprise, mounting 
the same tiumber of gune, it ia true, but of heavier 
mêlait and haring à crew on board of <me hundred and 
l«n souJs. She had aiso 4 réputation for sailîng and 
woïking well, and was commuidëd by a brare aûd ex- 
perienced seaman. 

Tbe Flambeau was s^en by die Americans orer 
n^ht, but could not dose. Nejt moming, she vras 
discorered sweeping towaîd them in a calm. Lieut. 
Ccaâ, Shaw allowcd her to approach, until the sea 
bieeze âtmck his schooner, when he immediately set 
eTery thing, and crowded sail in chaae. The brig 
spread ail hér Canvaâ, and both veasels west uff free, 
for some time, with studding-sàils set. The Flambeau 
was apparendy disposed to oWerVe before ahe peimîtted 
tbe Enterprise to corne any nearer. While running, îit 
this manner, at a rapid rate, through the water, the ■ 
Fienchman, 'who was then carrying atudding-aails ou 
both sides, suddenly hauled up close on a wind, bcNud- 
ing bis slorboard tack. The Eïnteiprise did the same, 
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hauliug ap nea^ in her wake. In tiàa mBoser au 
diase contànued, the Enterpiise gaining, natilllie ves- 
Bcla goC within jange of musketiy, when tbe Fkmbeau 
c^ned a. heary èie with that species of anns. The 
Enterprise leturoed the fiie in the game monner, unttl 
cloee aboard of ha enemy, when Lieot. Com. Shaw 
fdged a little oS*, shorleaed sail, and leceiTcd a braad- 
side. This digcha^ was imoiediaiely letnrned, and a 
spirited fire waa kept up for about twenty minâtes. 
Finding himaelf ||tting the woist of- the comb^, the 
Frenchman hauled alliiia sheets âat tA, loâèd, and 
tacked. The Enterprise endearouied ta imitate thii 
manceuvie, but uiUuckily she tniesed atay». There re 
mained no other expédient for Lieut, Com. Shkw.bot 
to trim erery thing that would diaw,.get round as bat 
ae he could, and endeavouT to get alongside of his 
enemy by hiâ superiority of isaiiing. Thia was dons, 
and the Sring re-commenced. The foretopinast <^ le 
Flapibeau had been Wly ïrounded, and men were 
seen aloii endeaTounng to ^Rure it, when, a Saw of 
wi«d Btriking the brig, the spar came down, cxnying^ 
six men with it oveiboard. .As the Flambeau was nm- 
ning away boa the spot where the acudent ha^iened* 
and the E^teipiiae waa tist coming np M it, the latter 
lowered a boat, and saved ail the Ftenohmen. A fenr 
minutes latei, she langed dose alongaide^ her cueiny, 
when le Flambean atruck.* The action lasted foiby 
minutes, and had beeu hotly contested on bo& sides. 

'Thia accounl of the combsl betweeo (ha Enterpiiie md l*- 
Flambeau dlflecs, in BeTeral paniculara, ftom that given by tha 
wriler to hie Hikiory of the Nsvy of ths United States. Tbe ac- 
coont in llie bnai woik wu wrkten boa the Muemsati of an 



,,Gootjl>J 



JÔHM SHAW. 137 

Le Flambean had foity men kill«d and wounded, attd 
the Enteiprise eight or ten. The Frenchmim wes 
huUed lepeatedly, and among other accidents that befel 
him, a sliot passed throu^h hia medioine cheat, while 
the snrgeon wae busy operating on the hurt. The 
prise was camed to St. Kitts, and, in the end, ail the ' 
proceeds weie adjudged to the officers and people of 
the ikiterpiise, as baving captuied a ressel of superior 
foibe^ In the engagement, the EnleipnBe mustered 
éighty-thrae sonls, ail told. 

This waa one of the warmest actions of the war of 
1796. It added Urgély to the réputation of the schooner 
and her gallaAt commander, the setricei of both having 
been unusually brillianl for the force employed. Active 
as our subject had been, he was not content to remain 
idle, howerer, going >b> sea Bgain as soon as he had re- 



in Angiut,' Lient. Shaw, cmiaîng in the Àntigua 
passage, fell in nith another French prirateer, in the 
ni^t. The Frenchman endeavoured to escape, but, 
a^T a chasB of fire houra, the Enterprise got him fairly 
under her guns, when he stmck, This vessel proved 
to bç la Pauline, of sis guns and foKy men. The 
French consul at Porto Bico was a paasenger in this 
ressel. 1a Pauline was sent into Bt. Kitte, like ail her 
piedecessOTB. 

In September, still cmising in the Antigna pasàage. 
Lient. Shaw captûred, after firing a few guns, a lette> 
of-marque, called b Gnadaloupée'nne, a vessel of seren 

ofScer of ibe Eolerprise, wha admilted tbat be Irusted ïllogelber 
tonemory. Tbe pressnl Hccount ia (sken fram memoruiilB made 
by Caplaiii Sb&w hûiuelf, ind is doabtlMi cornicl. 
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■ gaaa and foitjr-fiTie. meo. On lou^ the piize nas 
found the same gênerai offîcei who had been Jaken ïu 
the thiee-masCed lugger and exchanged, and who bow 
became a prisoneTt the second tîme,, to Liieut, Cran. 
Shaw, ia the aame seosou. 

How nxuch longer this tmccesa and aetivity wonld 
hâve continuedr,it is hard to say ; but, by this time, 
the heaith c£ Mr. S>haw wos BoSknaq sererely through 
the influence of the cliomte, and, induced to follow the 
advice of his médical attendantSi he asked to. be reliered. 
The malady was a continufd diarrhœa, and was uot to 
be neglected in that latitude. Highlyas the. actîvily 
of Mr. Shaw.waa appreciated, he waa ordered lo tiana- 
fer the command of the Enteiprise to Lieut. Steirat, 
late of the ConsteHation, and pennitted lo sail for the 
United States in the Petnpsco ^oop ofxWar, wbere he 
arrived late in November. Lieut. Shaw did not reach 
Wasbingtoq unti) eaily in Jattuary, tSOl, where he 
vas peisoually.thaidced by.the Preaidetit for his ser- 
vices. The Secielaiy also paid hJm a eirnUar contr 
plintent. He was pmnised pmnotioii, and actnally 
leceired verbal orders to prépaie to go to Soeton, wheie 
he vas to assume the charge of the Berceau, a prize 
cravate of tiveuty-six gons, which vas a post-càptaln's 
command- Thia arrangement, howerei, Was defeated 
' by the pn^resa of the negotiationg, and a tteaty (£ 
peace was iatified by the Senale the foUowing motUh. 

In March. ISOl, Mr. Jefièrsm's admiaiatratioa cran- 
menced, and the peace establishment laVr, whîch had 
been passed under the govenunent of bis predecessoi 
in office, was now carried into effecL The Berceau 
was restored lo the French by the conditions of the 
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tieaty, &iid, so &T.&ma pTomoting any of infeiv» rank. 
there existed tbe neossBity of disivading the greater 
portitm of ihe g«ntletneii alTeady on the liât of captaiiu, 
Of moie than thirty captaios uid commuiden theo in 
service, but nine of tl^ former lank were to be letaioed. 
The law, bowever, dirocted that tbirtf-six lieutenants 
weie to contins on die iiat, Tbia was a réduction of 
neaily thj«e-louTtba, and it become a sexloug question 
wbo was, and who was not, to be disbanded. 

Under ordioaiy ciiçutusCanceit tbeie îa liltle question 
(bat Mr. Shaw, a.natiiw of a fpredgn cpuntiy, and witb- 
OQt political, support, with- leea Ihan twelve yean' lesi- 
deqce, and not yet tbvee yetire' service iq t^e nary, 
would hare been among thoee who wouldbe compelled 
to retiie. But the cruise of the ^teiprise had been 
far too brilhant to sufibr this injustice. In six months 
that Bchooner had captuted eight piirateeTs end ietters- 
of-marque, and fougbt fire spiritcd actions ; two of which 
were with veisels of ^i+peiior force. In four of thèse 
acttooa sbe had actually captured' her antagràùats, and 
in tbat in vbicb tbe, cnnbataidfi sepaiated-as boI being 
lawfuUy beUigerenla as respects eoch otber, sbe bad 
nobly sustained theiboaor of the flag. Il was imposai' 
ble to overloc^ such sernees,' alid Mr. Sbaw was te- 
rtained in bis propei i&nk. His nsme appeais as Ëiurth 
on the liât of heutenanta, uoder tbe peace estaJl^bnmit 
law, leavÎBg Stewart, HuU, and Stenet abofe him. 

In the Bpring of 1801. the go^^nment sent the 
George Washington 2S, anoed m Jhtlt, into the Medi- 
^rranewa, with the tribuie for Algiers. To thk ressel 
Lient. Corn. Shaw was appointed, as honorable a com- 
mand as could be ctninected with such duty. Aftei 
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delîrering the stores, the ship remained out, conToying 
and looking afler the inteiests d tbe American trade, 
until the foilowing yeai, when she retumed to Amen'ca. 
The whole service occupied «bout a twelve-month ; the 
usual eitent of a cmise in that day, when Crews were 
shipped for ooly a year. On her retum home, the 
George Washington, which had been an Indiaman 
hought into the navy, wna sold and retumed to her 
original occupation. 

By the new ]aw Mr. Shaw was tiow put on lien* 
tenani's half-pay, which, at that period of the hiatory 
of the navy, was only twenty dollars a mcmth. Nece§^ 
eity compelled hîm to ask for a furlough, on receiTÏi^f 
which he made a voyage, as master, to Canton, touching 
Ettheisleof France. On this voyage he was absent about 
eighteen montliâ, returning to the United States in Bep- 
tember, 1804. PreviouBly to ihis, Mr. Shaw had married 
a lady of Philadelphia, of the name of Palmer. ËL'za- 
beth Palmer was of a fiunily of Friends, bnt attacbment 
to the Bubject of osr biography induced her (o break 
the rigid laws of her secl, and, of courae, sulanit to 
betng rejected by her church. ' It waa this msrriage, 
ana the birth of dne or two children, that ctwapelled Mr. 
Bhaw to seek service in the Indiaman juat mentioned. 

During his absence ob the India voyage, or May S2d, 
1804, *the rank of master commandants was restored lo 
the navy,%y thé promotion of the eight otdest lieu- 
tenants. Of course, Capt. Shaw became the fourth officer 
of that renk then in service. This was at the mcanent 
when Preble was carrying on his briUianI opérations 
before Tripoli, and the subject of gunboats was moch 
discussed in the nanl eircles. Early in January, 1S05, 
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Capt. Sfaaw atUresseda ktter to the Seoietaiy, i^iing 
to Cfmy a. âotUla of thèse. cra& into the Mediterranean, 
His idea vtm to build them in time to saiï in Mucb, 
expeAing to be able to reoch the point of opérations in 
the BUficeedjng May. To this oShi, Capt, Shaw an- 
Qexed aTe^uest that the Commodore on the station ahould 
be ùutrucifid l&^ve him the coounand of the gunboaU 
Ije should sncceed in nangating in fioaid the enem/'s 
port. The ânival of Com. PreUe, in this countiy, in- 
duced the govenunent to consuuct the boatSi but Capt. 
Shaw, himielf, was âppoinled to the cotmnand of the 
}(Jm Adams US, and in May be soiled for the Meditei- 
nneaa, baring tbree of the gunhpats in compauy. Oa 
their anival on the statirai, il was found that peace ha4 
beeu aadp, and shoitly aâer the Jc^ Adams letumed 
bpme. The ehip waanowhùd upino]:dfatalyat'Waahr 
i|lgt<fa, ta nhich poit she had arrived in December, aftex 
a enlise of aeren moaths. 

Capt. Sbaw leceired ordeis to rep^ to New Orléans 
in Jattuary, 1806, or the nu^th aAei hie retum borne, 
witb directions to constmct a âotilla of gunboats,'i(!i the 
Beniee of tl^oae natets. This wae the OHimiencement 
at the gtBat gunboqt syatei» in the ceuntry, thpse 
k alreftdy in use haviag been bwlt ibr spécial service ' 
abnnd. llie foUowing winter he was made acquainted 
^th the existence of the plot of Bun. This «oapelled 
him to use KUm^rdioary exeitions loequip a force equal 
to coMinanding the riveri under ciicumstances >of thia 
nstuie. Kaily ia February, be appeaied oïï Nstches, 
ipith a âotilla njouating sizty'OQe guns, and inanned 
with four hundied and fbrty-eight seamen and soldiers. 
The two tietckes. j^Btna aqd Fesunu8,had joîned hùn 
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in Ihe river, composing more thsn a tliiid of tkis (am. 
The aervices of Capt. Biaw, on this occasion, met wjth 
tfae approbation of tfae goremment. 

After the disperaioaofBun's force, Capt.Shsvrtras 
ordered to Washington, and was sent to BichmoDid, as a 
witness on the triai of tlie accused. At the close of Ae 
jeai 1607, he nas commanded to ait on the court which 
tried Com. Barron for the afiàii of the Chesàpeake, 
himng been promoted to the rank of post-captain the 
87th Augusl, preTÎously. 

After the court rese, Capt. Shaw leceÎTed ordeis, of 
the date of May, 1808, to take cha^e of the na^y yard 
at Norfolk. On this station he continued until August, 
1810, when he was aamnanded to proceed, onee locne, 
to New Orieana. On Uiis occasion, he lepured to his 
station by land. On reaching Natchez, he met Gorei^ 
nor Claibome, wfao had been directed to seize Bâton 
Houge. A flotilk of gunboats had been lying ofi 
Natchez some time, and taking command of it, Capt. 
Shaw corered the debarkation of the troopa that eâ^eted 
this pièce of service. 

During the yeai 161 1, Capt. Shaw was piincipally 
engaged in makingr préparations to défend New OrleenSf 
in the event of a war with Oreat ^tain. He exmidned 
ail the approochea to the place, tbough the storm blew 
over, and littlë wns àone by the gorejnment towards 
effectittg this important object. Thèse labi»B, however, 
were of service when the war so suddei^ aad unex- 
pectedly broke ont, the foUowing year. As the enemy 
paid no great attention lo this part of the country untii 
laie in the war, Çapt. Shaw had little other dnty to per- 
forai, while he remained on this stati<m, than to make 
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sucli prepaiatkms. as his iQeaus , and oiàejB aSawfà. 
Among other things, he commenced the construction of 
a heavy block shJp, that subsequenlly was lued in the 
defence of the place. In 18J3, Gen. WilkJnson seized 
Mobile, Capt. Shaw commanding (he maritime part of 
the expédition. Oa this duty the latter was emptoyed 
about three mmiths, liaving a strong division of gun- 
boata and light cruiaers under his ordeis. On this o^ 
eaaion, the navy transported the guns and stores to the 
point, where the tnxq)? erected the work subsequently 
renderéd dislingiiished by the repube of a !&itisb attack 
by water. The comratinication wilh New Orléans, by 
«ea, vras also k^t up by means of the flotilla. On his 
retum to New Orléans, Capt. Shaw vraa much engsged 
in procuring cannoa,Bm munition and gun-cairiag<eB, for 
the defence of diat important place. To obtain the 
latter, a qnantity of mahogany was pifrchased, and on 
this material about forty heavy guns were mounted. 
Thèse gnns Aère subsequently used' by the army that 
repuleed the enemy in 1815. 

In the spring of 1614, Cap.t. Shaw left the station 
and repaired to Washington, at which place he arrired 
eaxly in May. Albr settling his accounts, he obtained 
a short leare of absence lo risit hia friends. Afterdis- ' 
chaiging this domestic duty, he proceeded on to C<m- 
necticut, and took command of the squadron lying in 
the Thames, between New London and Norwich. This 
force consisted of the. United States 44, Macedonian 38, 
and Homet 18. As thèse ships were vigikntly block- 
aded by the enemy, (he Homet akaie was enabled to 
get ont. She. efiêcted her- escape under Capt. Biddie, 
and subsequently captured the Pei^in 18^ but the 
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iwo frigates weie kept in the river until peace ; or 
Maïch, 1815. 

As Boon as the war twminated, the 'United States 
pioceeded to Boston uni^r Capt, Shaw, with orders' to 
prépare for a cruîse in the Mediterrasean. In Sep- 
tember of thé aame year she joined the squadron under 
Bainbridg^, at Malaga. Peace with AJgiers, however, 
had been mode hy Decatur, and, there being no oeces- 
sity for retaîning the large force that was out in that 
distant aea, Com. Bainbridge came home, leavin^ the 
-sttUion in command of Capt. Shay, the tieït senior to 
himself in the Mediterranean. The force left with 
Com. Shaw consisted of his own ship, the United States 
44, Constellation 38, Capt. Crâne, Ontario 18, Capt. 
Elliol, and Erie 18, Capt. Kdgely. The Java 44, Capt. 
Perry, joined him soon after, 

Com. Shaw retained this command nntil the foHow- 
ing year, cruising and visiting the .digèrent porta of that 
Bea, when he was relieved by Com. Chauncy, in the 
Washington 74. Capt. Shaw continued out, howerer, 
Unta November, 1817, irfien he exchanged for the 
Constellation, and came home, that ship requîring 
repairs. The Cwistellation anchored m Hamptoa 
Roada, Deceniber 26, IQIT, inaking the cniise of her 
commander extend toabout Iwenty-eightmonths. Com. 
Shaw got leave to visit his family in PhilâdeJphia, from 
which he had liow been separated, on serrice, neariy 
five yeais. 

Com. Shaw never went to sea again, in command. 
He was shordy aftei put in charge of the Boeton naTy 
yard, where he remained the usual time. 'When re- 
lierred, he wn [rfaoed in command at Chajieston, S. 
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Carolina, a station mthei of bdnor, however, than of 
active duty- September 17, 18SÏ3, he died at Philadel- 
pliia,' wkere he had beeo taken ill ; the place that he 
(x^idered hîs home, and wheie he bad fint esta^hed 
himself on his arrivai in the country, thirty-three yean 
before, Aa Com. Shaw waa bom in 1778, he was just 
fiAy wheO' he died. 

Com. Shaw waa twice married. His first wife was 
ï^izabeth Pakoef, the ûiiaiceress alieady menlioned. 
By this kdyhe had seveial children, ail of whom, but 
two daughton, died young. Of thèse two daughters, 
Elizâbeth, the eldest, manied-Fiaiicis H, Giegory, Es- 
quiie, of Conoecticul, a captain in the'navy, and now 
in command of the Baiitan 44; and Virginia, the 
youngeat, is the wife of Wm. H. Lynch, Esquiie, of 
Virçinia, a lieutenant in the navy of fifleen yeara' 
standing, and laie conunander of the steamer Poinsett. 
By Mrs. Grego^, there aie seven grandchildren, the 
descendants (of Com. Shaw ; and by Mrs. Lynch, two. 
The second wife of Ccan, Shaw was a Miss Breed, of 
Charleatown, Massachusetts, and of the family that gave 
itfi name to the celebrated hiU, on whîch ihe renowned 
battle waa fought, in Junè, 1775. By this lady, who 
still survives, there was no issue. 

Com. Shaw was a man of great piobity and sincerity 
of character. As a se'aman, he was active, dedded, 
and ready. No man was braver, or more willing to 
. serve the âag under which he sailed. As bas been 
said, the croise of the Enterprise, în 1800, if not posi- 
tively the most uaeful, and, considering the force and 
means employed, the moat brilliant, of any that ever 
occnrred in the American navy, it was ceriainly among 

VOL. t. 13 



14B HATAL BIOeBA^HH:. 

tbe moM nsefiil and briUiant. Of itseli^ it ww aafficîeot 
to gire a commander an established leputatiMi. {£s 
Other semcea were of a respeclable order, though dr- 
cumstances neTCT pkced him subseqoently in mtuiOtopfl 
to manifest the rame qualitiea. 

Com. Shav waa a mnn of fine pieae&ce, and liad the 
manly bearing and fiank demeanor of a seaman. Hia 
cbaracter asswered td his exterior. Tbeie waa a waim- 
heaitedneas in hia demeanot tmcaid hia frienda, that de- 
noted good feelings. Few <dlceis wera mne bebved 
hy those vho aerred tmder hinii and he was dÎBpoted 
to deal hoBorably and jostly by aU mankind. 
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JOHN TEMPLER SHUBRICK. 



Thz subject of ou; sketch is the eldeet of foui brothen 
irho haTs seired with crédit and lepulation in the navy, 
aioce the commencement oi the présent centuiy. Of 
thèse brotheis, John, the oldesl. nerei rose higher in 
Tank than to be a lieutenant commandant; William 
3nuiford, the second in senioiity, is the présent Com- 
modoi« Shubrick; Edward Rudedge, the thîid, died 
quite lecenCly, a capt^in, on hia paaaage between the 
Brazil and the Mediterranean stations, in command of 
the Columbia 44 ; while Irvine, the fouith and young- 
esl, ia a commander of the promotion of 1841. It îs 
aeldom, indeed, -tt^ so many memben of a singb 
fimiily aie fonnd in the same prefesaicai, serving eqoally 
with crédit to themselves, asd advantage to tbeir- 
country. 

The &niily of Shubrick belonga to South Carolina, in 
which fltate it bas long been conne,cted with many rf 
the moat distinguisbed namea. We bave only to men- 
tion those of Drayton, Hayne, Heywaid, Hamilton, 
Pinckney, Hony, Trapier, &c., &c., to show the cha- 
rncter of ita connections. 

Col. Thomas Shubrick, the bther of the foui sona 
just mentioned, was an officei of the Révolution, har- 
ing served with distinction in the aimy of Oeg. Oieene 
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during the celebnted soutbem campaign. He wtu 
witti the ktter, in the capacity of on aid, at the faettle 
of Eutaw SpringB. This gentleman was bom late in 
1755| and was coneequently quite young at the Mxn- 
'mencement of the great slruggle foi national indepea- 
dence. He was the seventh child, and the third eoa 
of Thomas Shubrick and Saroh Motte, both of Chailes- 
ton ; the iatter being of the connection of that noble 
wonan who fumished Lee with. the implements to set 
fiie to her own house, in oïder to subdue a British gar- 
risbn. Cd, Thomas Shubrick, the father of our auh- 
ject, momeda Misa Branford, in 177S. Her mother 
waa a Bullein, one of the vaidalions of the naine of 
Boleyn. John was the seventh child and the Mh 
son of this mairittge, baving been bom on Bull's IsIaD'd, 
a ralaaUe estale that bebnged to Col. Shubrick, on the 
IStb September, 1788. His father died at auother 
'estate c^d Belredeie, March 4tb, 1810; his mother 
surrivwd until August, 1883. 

Toung Shubrick waa taught in the schools of 
Chailegton, in the manner usual to boys of his daes in 
life, until thè year 1801, when he waa sent to the caie 
of the Rey. Th<Bna8 Thacher, of Dedham, Massachu- 
setts, accompanied by his elder brother, Richard. The 
BHCceeding year, they were joined by their neit young- 
er brother, William, the présent Commodore Shubrick. 
Under the instruction of this truly kind aud excellent 
guide and friend, he remained until the spring of 1804, 
when he letumed to Charleston, and commenced the 
Btudy of the law, in the office of his klnsman, CoL 
Drayton, so well knowu to the country for his piobitr 
and puUic services. During the time young Shubrick 
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remained occupied in thia puisnit, his ^ogress created 
tlie moet sanguine hopes of his totuie snccess, tboogh 
iHs dispoBÎtiiMi stro^Iy tempted him to engage in m«e 
actire and stirring scènes tlum thoee likely to attend 
the caieer of a 1»mster. By the peiEmaakai of friends, 
howérer, as well ai a sensé of duty, the yonng man 
peiseTeied for two yeara, when Lia fethei yieldedlo the 
wishes of two of his sens, and procnred for them mid- 
shipmen's appointments. The w&nants of the twp 
Shiibricks were- of the same daie, Angost 19th, 1806, 
though theie were more than tWo yeais' di^rrace in 
theit âges. This placed John, the elder of the two, 
and the subject ôf our sketch, in the navy when he wa» 
little mors than eighteen yeara old. With manymi&ds 
aad Eemperaments, this would hâve been conunencing 
the profession somewhat too late, pethaps, though tbs 
edacation previotiBly obtained was of great adranlage 
to one 80 much disposed to acqnire ail usefai know- 
leâge aa this youth. By soMe mistake of the Depart- 
ment, tbe wamuits were ante^ted, appearing as if 
issued June SOth. The ciixuniatance was of little 
moment, nor do we know that it had any influence cm 
the • subséquent pitunctiona of either of the yousg 
gentlemen inteiested. 

From the very commencement of his service, John 
Shubrick'a careerwas maiked by that apecies of fortune 
that seemed erer to lead him where haid knocks were 
to be gÎTen aûd taken. So marked, indeed, was his 
career in thia respect, that, in tbe end, it bogan ta be 
thougbt that his luck would give any ship a dianoe 
for a fight on boerd which he might bappen to serre. 
The first ressel to which the young man was ottached 
13* 
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was the Chesapettke 36, Capt. Oordon, 'whïch Tesael he 
joined at Washington, while fitting for the Medite^ 
nnean station, ta cairy-the broad pennant of Canmo 
doie James Barion. In this ehip he diopped down id 
Norfolk, remained there until she aailed, and was iu 
ber at the tinte of the mémorable attack that was made 
on'her by the Leopaid 60, Capt. Humphieys. In thÎB 
affiiir, those on board the Cheeapeake were piobebly 
nioTB exposed than had the;^ been in a legular engage- 
ment in which both parties were prepared, and con- 
tended under eqvial adnuUagea. 

' On the occasion of hia first hearing a shot fired in 
angei, Shubrick was one of the midshipmen in tha 
division of Lient. Wm. H. AIl^, he who was sa long 
Decatut's ârstjieu tenant, and who was subsequentl; 
killed in command ot tbe Argus. Allen was thîcd lieu- 
tenant of the Chesapeake, a lank that gare him the 
midship division on the gun-deck, a beith that is usua]ly 
called the slaughter-houae, from the oîrcnmstance that 
the fire is genenJly concentrated on the centré of the 
ship. Thedifisionwas particularlylumberedtbut great 
actirity was manifested in clearing It. It je geneially 
known that the Chesapeake could not diacharge her guns 
for want of powder-homs to prime them.with, aa.well 
as the wcmt of matches, or heated bggeiheads. But for 
this unprepaied condition of the .ship, one broadside 
might hâve been fîred, though it is probable a second 
could not. As it was, the only gmi discharged was in 
the division to which Mr. Shubrick belonged. Twq 
powder-homs were receîved fran below, after the Léo- 
pard had opened some lime, when three of the guns 
were primed, betng otherwiso ready; Mr. Allen him- 



,,Gootjl>j 



JOHN T£UTI.ER SHDBBICK. 161 

self gôt a loggeihead froiu the galley, and spplied ît to 
the priming of one of thèse giins, but it was nq( yel 
•miim enougli to cause the powder to explode. He then 
ran to the galley, procured a coal, and with that he auc 
ceeded in dischaiging' one gun. It is doubtful whethei 
tbîsVas before or ailer the order had been giren to hauL 
down the cobra, the two things occumDg ahnoat at the 
mme inatant. Allen and hia officeis were atout to dis- 
charge the othcT two guns, when an order was iBSued* 
to fire no more. The officers worked as well as the 
men, in Iheae critical ciicumstances ; and the bieechipg 
of one of the guns of the second dirïsion was middled 
principally by Allen himself, Shubrick, and the présent 
Ccwomodore Wadswoith, who was the aènior mid- 
shipmaa of ihe division. But two of the ciew appear 
to hâve been al that gun in conaequenceof the jest being 
wounded or absent.* 

* Mr. Wadlworlh, having been a niiiiihipiiiui more thaa ihcee 
feara wben ibe Lsopud attacked (he Chesapeske, vas one of the 
witoesseï eiamined on ihe (rkl of Commodore Banon, whicb 
Sbubrick wss noi, mosi probabtf on account of ihe short lime he 
had been in eerrice. Il witl give the leader some idea oC the un- 
prepmed alale of tha ahip, in the divisioti whenco the only gun WM 
Sied, if we eziracl Bome of tti« questions put to this witoeM, uid 
the sniwera he gave, 

Q. " Whal time sl^Msd belbre you receiyed powder-horna I" 

A. " Aboullwelïe ot fiftean m'inuleB, I suppose, from the com- 
msneement of tha attack." 

The powder of theae horns via the primijig, ^thaul which tha 
guns could not be fited. 

Q. " Had you cartridges in your division, u any time before 
the surrenderl" 

A. " Nol lh>t I.knew of." 

Q. " Had you matches or loggerheads va yoaT diviBionj si any 
lime before the suiyendert" 
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ThÎB wa» a rade encounter for se youDg an o^veiiliiiei 
to meel, almost in the first bour aitei he got lo sea. 
The Cbesapeake sufièred much less than might hâve 
been eiipected, wLeo it îs remembeied tbat she lay 
near a qusrter of an houj, and in smooth water, Tirtually 
Dnresistiug, under tbe bïiadaide of a fifty gun ship. 
Still ehe suffered; tuiviug bad m> less than betweeu 
twenly and tbirty of bet pécule Idlled and wouuded. 
Of this loes, a fsir piopoifion occuired In tbe division to 
which Shubrick belonged.* 

A. "No Iigbt«d mstcbeé, or bot loggerlMtds. Tbe gun we 
firad wufiivdbf acoaloffîre." 

Q. " If foa bad &red Ibe guna, bed ;ou ereir thbig nteemaij 
ta reload and la continue thê fire I" 

A. " We had not in Ihe Jirision." 

Q. " Were anjr men killedtnwoanded in jourdivinaDt" 

A. " Several were wounded, bow muiy I do nol know. Nons 
were kitled immedistely, but one died a shoit lime afierward." 

Q. " SlBlo to the court lo whM gun» tbese wounded men bc- 

A. "Severalof ibemto ibîa gun, F. I don't recoTlecl Ihe roM.' 
This wu (he gun mentioned ta Ibsl at wbïcb ibe three' ofiicen 

* The euriaua in «uch maltera may bave e, deaire lo know the 
eilent of the damage leceived by the Chesapeake ïn thia celebraled 
e^r. The fiting lasled from twelve V> fifleen minutea, in amootb 
water, and wtlhout resielance, the one gun Gred b; Allen es- 

"In Ihe foreaait, four round-shot bolea, twelve grape-ahot 
holes.andlbeaurboaidleech (boit lope) cul awa;. In ibe maînsail, 
(whichmuat hâve been in Ibe braila.aatbe ahip waa hove-io,) Ihiee 
round-ahot bolea, Aillof grape do., and tbe fcK)lr<q>e cul away." 

" Mainlop-uit, one round-ehoc bole; jorelop-maat slay-aaH 
inuch injuredbfgrape-abol. In ibe apars foretop-maat, two twelve- 
poundahol bolea, nbieh haverendered it entirelj' uofî' far aervice." 

" Main-aky-aail-matt eut in Iwo." 

" Tbe aecond cutter laucb injured by s sbot baie, which weni 
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Shnbrick remained in the Chesapeake after she was 
given to Decatui. Late in 1808, however, he w«a 
transfeired to the brig Argus, in whîch vewiel he r&- 
mained, ciuiaing cm the coaàt, under three seTeral com- 
mandera, Capts. WederatTondt, Evans, and Jones, ontil 
early in 1810. As this was a very acliTe little enliser, 
the lime passed in her «ras of great service to onr yonng 
offîcer, as, indeed, waa that underDecatur.in theChesa- 
peake. After lemaining in ihe A^ua neai twenty 
mwidis, Shnbrick was oïdered to join the United BWes 
4tl, which was just fitted out tft carry Decatur's pennant. 
He continued but a few months, however, in thia fine 
&igate, being corapelled to quit her in conséquence of a 
misundeiatanding with another officer, which was neai 
prodncin^ a duel. Shubrick gave the d&Uenge, con- 
c«iving himaelf the injuied piiMy, and ail the arrange- 
ments were made for the meeting, when the a&ir 
reached the eara of the commodore. Decatnr sent for 
tlie gen^men, and demanded a pledge fiom each tbat 
the al^r should go no faithei. This pledge Shubrick 
refused to give, as the challenger, and Decatnr found 
himself lather awkwardly pkced in his charactei of a 
mediator. It woold not do to suSêT discipline to be 
througb and thraugh her, eut both of iux maalB, and three of her 
oare in two. Fim culler elighlty injured." 

" Tweniy-lwo round-ehol in har bull; ihat U to say, twenty-one ■ 
on her ituboud, and ona an her tnrboard aiâe," 

" The fore and main-maste are incapable of being made sea- 
noriby; the mizzen maat badly wounded, but not incapable of 
bemg repaiied oà ahora; ihree atatl>Dsrd, and iwo larboard duId- 
ahipuda, moatarboaidfore-duoudBilwoilarboaidmizien-ahioadl, 
main-top- maal atay, cap, bob-etay, and elarboard mftin-lïft eut - 
away, likewiac tho middle alay-sail eiay. . 

" Killed, 3; badly wouLded, 8; alighily woonded, 10." 
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brow-beaten, on the one boni, wbile his owu nature 
wBfi oppoaed to punishing a young officer for hayii^ 
seneidre feelings on ihe sal^ct of his honoi, ercm 
though thme feeliogs might be a little ezaggeiated. bi 
thia dilemma, he decided on ordering young Shitbrick 
to qoit his ship, taking care to sead him on board. 
another Teaoe) ot his squadion, with the actiog appoint- 
ment of liei^nant ! Theie was a stight eemUance of 
punishment in eending a midjshipinan fnim ihe finest 
Tessei ùudei hia onjen, to die smalleat and least de- 
siiaUe ciafl he had among his croiaeis, but it «as & 
puniafamrait any midahipinan in the servie* would hava 
been rejoiced to receive. 

The vessel to «rhich Shubdck was now sent was the 
Viper, probably the smallent sea-going craA in the navy, 
■t that time. He joined hgr at mîdsiunmei, 1810, and. 
it loay bë remarked in passing, that William Shuhrick. 
was mode acdng lieatenant in the Waap, by Lawrence, 
tixmt the same time; Aa John Shubrick waa born ia 
178S, he got this important Btep in his profession when ilL 
histwenty-aecondyear, and aJïer having been onlyfonr 
yeais in the seirice. This aeems extiaordinary prefe)> 
ment in days like thèse» when a young gentleman is 
çompelled to pass six yeais as a midshipman before he 
can even be eiamined, and frequently as many moie as 
a paased ' midshipman before he gets bis lieutenant's 
commission. The service requirea an entirely new 
arrangement of its grades, as well aa the establishmeiU 
of scanethat are new, in orderto impart to it&eah life 
and hope. About the time of which wfe are now writ- 
ing, Commodore Stewart sent a nephew of hia, the pré- 
sent Capt M'Cauley, late of the Delaware 80, with a 
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J«tter of introduction to Decatur, who had just hmated 
. bis pcnnant in- the United States. Young M'Cauley 
had been made s midshipman a short time previoualy. 
and hftd been ordered to jotn the frigaie. As Decatur 
and 8tèwurt were dose ftiends, the fonnet felt the pi^ 
priety cÂ Baying a few encouraging words to the kinsman 
of the iatter, on his introduction to naval tife. After a 
few gênerai remarks, the commodore added, ." Ereiy 
thing dépends on yourself, young gentleman. You see 
my pennant oloft, there ; well, I joined thia Tery ship 
myself, ooly twelre years since, a mjdshipman, hke 
youiself, and you aee I now cany a broad pennant in 
her." AU this is very ttue, but Mri M'Cauley, wheil 
fae lelated to ils this anecdote, had been a heutenant as 
long Bs Decatur had then been in the navy.* 

In addition to the pleaaure of receiving this acting 
lieutenancy, Shubrick had the satisfaction of being put i 
under the oïders of a. townsman, Lieut. Com. Oadade^i, 
the officer whio ccwunanded the VipCT. The schooner 
cmised alqng the coast south, touching at Charleston, 
and passing into the Qulf of MeTÎco. At New Orléans, 
Lient. Joseph Bai'nbridgejtook charge of the Viper. 

* Decalut enlered tbe navy as a midshipman in 1798. He was 
mule a lienienut in 1799. and a captain in 1801. The first ship 
b» eommanded wm ths ConetitulioD, Old IniiuideB, which vesBel 
wu toroed over Iq hmi by Preble, on qoiuipg the Meditemnean 
command, Seplember, 1604, or aboat six yeaiB after he enlered the 
Davy. In IS05, be eichanged the Coneliiuooii [or iha Congr«M 
38, with RiMigera, and in 180T, he gol ihe Chenp«ake, after the 
K&ir withihe Léopard. In 1810, hevaitransfeiTedla the United 
8UM«, whidi he held uiilil 1814, wben he wsnt to ihe Président, 
and wu ciqitured off New Yoïk. In 1819 he got the Gueniere, 
and ihe Mediterranean aquadron. This waa Ibe laal ship he «Tei 
eommanded. 
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In 181], Sbubrick was tnuisfeTTeâ to the Siren 16, 
Capt. Gordon, one of tbe médium sized brigs, that had 
done Bo œuch service before the town of Tripoli. So 
altentive had the yoimg man been to his duly„and so 
gieal was' fais impiovement io his pisfessioa, that lie 
was soon intrasted with the duties of the firat lieutenanl 
of ihis brig. It ia true he waa not commissioned aa a 
lieutenant at ail, but in that day it was no unosual thii^ 
for a majonty of the ward-ioom offîceis of eyen fcigatea 
to be merely acting. 

An uBpleaaaid a&ir occurred while Mr. Sbubrick 
was dping first Ueutenant's duly in this brig. Some 
rope was mokiug foi the vessel, and Shubrick had 
occasion to attend at the walk, with a gang of handa. 
The superintendept of the rope-walk waa an EngUsh- 
maBi and, in the couiae of the duty, he abused the sea- 
men and ended by giossly itisuJting theii officer. 
Sbubrick was armed, but, unwilling to draw his aword 
on such an opponeot, he caitght up a stick and began 
tb thresh him with it. It seems that the Euglislmuui 
cairied a pistol, which he leveled at Shubiick's head 
and fired. At the moment, the latter had the stick 
giasped wjth both bands, and was in the act of repeating 
the blow. Mis thuiobs were ctossed, and the bail 
injuted them eo badly that both were amputated. Not- 
withstanding this outrage, and the làct that the man had 
provoked and merited the chastisement he received, 
Shubiick refused to pioceed against him, sayiog he 
could not take the satisfaction that was customary among 
genliemen, and he would not lesort to any othei mode 
of atoQement. 

Towaid the dose of the yeai ISll, the Siren came 
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nortb, and Shubrick still leniained in lier. Early in 
181% he received hk commisaton «a a lieutenant, 
hariag now been nectrly six years in the service, and 
haring teached hia twenty-fouith year. 

Lieut Shubrick was now ordered to join the Consti- 
tution 44, C^t. HuU, wbich ahip had just returned 
from Europe, and was receiring a new crew, togethei 
with many new officers. War waa declared a few days 
later, and every nerre was strained to get the shîp 
ready ftn' sea as snon as possible. So hiimed wen the 
epuipments that oae hundred of the ship'a people joined 
her only the night preriously to the day on wbich ahe 
sailed fTom Annapolis. The Constitution was exceed> 
ii^ly well officeied. For her fiist litutenant she had 
Charles Morris, now Commodore Morris, one of the 
very ahlest men the American marine ever possessed. 
Ëven in that day, this gentleman enjoyed a réputation 
very, unuHual for one of his rftnk; while, at the présent, 
time, after filling many places of higb responsibiUty, no 
officer commanda more of the confidence and respect 
both of the service and the country. The Constitution 
had, for her second lieutenant, Aîeiander 3. Wadsworth, 
an officer of great respeclabihty, a brother of the gentle- 
man who was blown up with Somere in the Intrepid, 
and ihe présent Commodore Wadawonh. The thîrd 
lieutenant was Oeorge Campbell Read, the preaent 
Commodore Read, who bas always ranked high in ihe 
service ; the fourth lieutenant waa Bêekmaft Yeiplank 
Hoffinan, who died a captain a féw years since, and 
who was.thonght to be one of the hest, if not the very 
beat division officer in the navy ; the Mh lieutenant 
was Shubrick, and theie was an acting sixth, in Charles 
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Mo^an, the présent Caaanoàore Morgan, who mi 
then yauAg as an t^fxj, but of very excellent mateiiab. 

Thû vas officering a' fiigate in an unusual masoer, 
but thera were so few ships at the time, it is not sur' 
piùiog ai mauy young men crowded in those that dld 
go Odt, A3 could get on boaid them, ot conld get per- 
mission to go. Huit experienced the beaafit of posses- 
ing Buch a quaiter-deck before he had been ont long, it 
being probable the eacape of Ms ^p. a few daya laleri 
waa omng to his haring ao many lieutenanta to leliere 
eadt other, and to keep the duty alive. 

The Ctxurtitutiaa lifted her anchar on the 12th trf' 
}uly, 1812. On the 17th, she fell in with an English 
sqnadion o( five Tesaela, including one ship of the line 
and four Irigalea. The memoiable ch^se that suc- 
ceeded will be lelated in détail dsewhere, tbough it baa 
dieady pnssed into hiatory, aa one of the moet brilliant 
thingfl of ita kind on record. At one time the Coiud< 
tution was so'hard piessed aa to eacape tmly by kedg- 
• ii!^. Thia was done eut of eight of land, and it 
occaaioned do litlle surprise among the Eoglish when 
they diacovered the fàct On the aide of the enemy, 
the boats of five ships were pnt npon two, in order to 
tow them up, in (he calm, and no aiteroative remained 
to the Cfmatitution but the expédient so aucceasfnlly 
adopted. 

It will not be difficuh to fimcy the &tigae and triala 
of a chase of thia character, which laated altogether 
thiee days and nights. The officeis, aa aoon as le- 
liered, threw theinaelves on ihe quartei-deckt sleeping 
in the beat spot they could aelect) no one thinking of 
nndioaamg, or of qnittiug duty a moment bnger than 
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Tràs absolutely necessaiy. Shabrick had his foll shira 
ôf the woric, beiog emptoyed in the Imats ta well as is 
the ship, as belonged to his nmk. In a etmggle of 
this nature, in which ail may be said to ha™ doua 
nrell, no particular praise, howerer, can be accorded to ' 
any indirtduaL Huil himself geneionsly attributed 
much of his extraordinaiy auccess to Moiris and hia 
otlier officers, which was probably well descrved, 
though Huil himself was a prime seamas, and wdl 
fitted for such a scène. 

The Constitution cniised ' a sSort âme after Afe 
escape, and went into Boston. Bainbridge had claimed 
the sfaip, as due to lus laok, and there was a stion^ 
prospect of his getting her, but Huil profited hy strae 
delay and uncertainty, and got to sea again on tho 8d 
of Augusl. This was die cniise in which the Cmuti* 
tution captuied the Guerrière. In that engagement^ 
Shubrick, as fil^ lieutenant, commanded the quarter- 
deck guns, and wàs of course in the midat of the active 
scène thaï occurred in that portion of the ship, when 
the Constitution got a stem board and came fonl of her 
adrersary. He escaped without a wound, and had the 
gratification of seeing the first Britiah frigate krwer hei 
âag, that struck in thkt war. He was sent on board the 
prize, before she was abandoned, and otherwiae waa 
useliilly employed. 

Shubrick had now been in die imvj but hftle more 
than six yèars, and he had actnally been présent at (he 
three most important erents which had then occurred, 
since the peace with Tripoli, ris., the attack on the 
Cheaapeake, the chose of the Constitution, and the 
capture of the Ghierriere ! But' his good f<ntan« did 



,,Gootjl>j 



' 160* 94TAL BIOGS^PST. 

aat end liera. Bainbridge now gai the etiip, and 
P&iker sacceeded Moiris is bis first lieutenant. Wadg- 
worth lefl hei also, goîng wlth Morris, wtio had been 
promoted to the Adtuna, os his fiisC lieutenant. Shu- 

• brick and Hoffman remained in the frigate, the latter 
becoming her second lieutenant, and the former her 

l third. Alwyn, who had been masler in the iate en- 
gagement, was also piomoted to a lieutenancy, and 
became the junior of the ship. 

Bainbridge saikd from Boston on bis cruise, Octobei 
aStb, 1S13, having tbe Homet 18, Capt. Lawrence, in 
Company. The Essex was to leave' the Delaware about 
the same time, and to joiaithe conunodote ai Poit 
Piaya. This junction waa never effected, however, 
and the Constitution stood across to thé coast of Brazil, 
reaching St, Salvador, December 13th. Hère the Hor- 
net WBS left ta blockade an English sloop of war, tbat 
was canying apecie, while the Constitution cruîsed to 
the southward. On the 39th she fell in with and cap- 
tored the enemy's frigate, the Jav^ after a bloody com- 
bat ofneaitwohoura'duralion; tbe porticulaia of which 
are to be found in dut sketch of Bainbridge's Life. 
Aâer deitroying his prize, the commodore went into . 
Salvador, where he landed hi| priaoneis on parole. 

In this battle, Shubrick was statioited on the gun- 
deck, where he did his duty,as usuaL His cust^wiary 
good fortune attended him, for he wks iiot injuied, 
though tbe loee of the ship was conaiderable. Alwyn 
died of his wounds, end Bainbridge hlmself was hiirt 
serioosly, though the danger was fortunately subdued. 
Thia made the third of Shubrick's combats, withoat 
apealdng d the celebrated chase. 
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It wodM seem, now, that Shabrick's kcV begao to be 
nted against that of the Constitution heistilf. Lient., 
now Com. Bfdkrd, was désirons if getting into the 
fiigate, in the hope that she might hare anotber fîght, 
Trhile Lawrence was wiUing to take Shubrick in 
exchange, trasting he wonld bring hia good fortune, and 
certain he vronld bring his good conduct with him. 
The eichange was effected accoidingly, and the Consti- 
tution sailed for home, January 6, 1S13, leaTÎug the 
Homet still blockading the Bonne Citoyenne. AAer 
lemaining ofi" the port alone, eigbteen days, LiiWTence 
was chased into the harbor by the M ontagu 74, and then 
running out to sea, he made seû to the noithward. On 
the 34th of Eebmaiy, the Homet fell in with, cngaged 
andcapturedthoBritish eloopof war Peacoek 18,Capt. 
Péake, aAer a cloae and warm combat of only fîifïeen 
minutes. The result.is wellknown ; the prize sinkîng. 
while Lieut., now Com. Connei, and Midsbipman, now 
Capt. Cooper, were on board of her. Thèse gentlemen, 
and moat of their men, were saved in the Peacock'a 
launch, but eeTerai of their companions, as well aa a 
good many of the Engîish, went dpwn in the brig. 

In this engagement ^ubrick acted as the Horaet's 
fiist lieutenant. Mr. Wahei Stewart, of Philadelphia, 
was on board end his senior, but that gentleman waa ill 
in his berth, and unable to do duty. Lawrence com- 
m«nd«d the conduct of hia new offîcer, and every ooe 
who witnessed it spoke of it in the same terms. ' Of 
course Shubrick remained in the Homet until ahe 
reached home, carrying with hjm a réputation fbr good 
fortune, as well as good conduct, that was very enTiaWe 
in an ofHcer of his rank. He had now bsen four timss 



,,Gootjl>j 



162 NAVAL BIOGBAPHT. 

in Bclion ; thiee timee BUCcessfuUy within the last ei^ 
nuaiths, or wiihiu the seven months he bad been at lea. 
In addition to this, he waa in ihs Constitution's chaae, 
an exploit woith a rictory any day. Thèse weie some 
compensations for ihe attack of the Leopaid, and ao did 
Mr. Shubrick not abne feel them to be, for they weie 
thus regarded by the service and the country. . 

Shubrick continued attached to the Homet for eoioe 
time aAer her retum, and sailed in her, under Capt. 
. Biddle.when Com. Decatur's squadronvas chasedinto 
New London. Preriously to this, ho we ver, an amnsing 
' instance of the' influence of his fortunes on the minds of 
his biother ofEcers occurred. A report was circulated 
that an enemy's bdg was cruising cbse in with the 
easteni outlet of the Sound, and the Argus went out to 
look for it. Shubrick went in her, as a volunteer, hop- 
ing that his usual good fortune might bring on a cnnbat. 
The enemy's cruiser was not met, howerer, aud the 
Argus retumed to sail on her cruise under Allen. 

Finding that there was little chance of getting out in 
the Horaet, Shubrick got transferred to the United 
States, thus joining the ship of , his old commander, 
Decatur, once more. Under this distinguished offîcer 
he continued to setre until near the close of his own 
career. 

The aummer that Com. Decatur's squadron nus 
blockaded in the Thames, Lieut. Shubrick waa majried 
to Elizabeih Matilda Ludlow, a young lady of one of 
the old and respectable families of New York. This 
new connection was fonaed in the height of -a vrar, but 
could not lead our young officer from the (égalions of 
duty. When Decatur leH the United State» and M«ce- 
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donian Ijring in the rivei, where they continued until 
the peace, in order to take tde Président, Lient. Sha- 
biick, in common with most of hîa offic«ra, was trana- 
fierred abng with him. Shubrick lanked aa the second 
lieutenant of this fine frigate, baring Wutington, and 
aubaequently Fitz Henry Babhitl, aa the firet. Babbitt 
waa but a year or two older la the seirice than 1^ waa 
hiinself, and they had already been shipmates once 
before, in the unfortunate Cbesapeake. In tbat frigate, 
Babbitt had been one of the oldest of tbe midahipmen, 
and Shubrick one ofthe youngest. 

The PreaideDt did not get.to sea until Januaiy Htb, 
1615. That veiy night she fell in with an E^nglish 
squadion, conatsting of the Majestic, razee, Endymion, 
Nymphe and Tenedos frigatea. As reaistii^ such a 
force was ont of the question, a long chase enaued, 
tbiring wbîch the Endymion, a heavy frigate, aucceeded 
in getting so neai as lo compel Decatur to eagsge, in 
ordei to aToid tbe hazard of being crippled by hei chase 
guns. A long and bloody action enaued, during whicb 
both shipa aufièred severely, tbe American more particu- 
larly in officeis and'men. Shubrick, as second lieu- 
tenant, ctxnmanded tbe fonvard division of tbe gun-deck. 
But Mr. Babbitt &lJing early in tbe engagement, by 
being bit in the knee by a Tonnd-ahot, the commodore 
sent for Shubrick to supply bis place, and he waa rii- 
tually the first beutenaut of the ship during the lemain- 
der of the trying acenea of tbat day and night. AfWr 
crippling and quitting tbe Endymim, tbe Président 
endeavoured to escape from tbe remainder of tbe 
squadron, wbich now diew near. Tbe attempt was 
uselesB, however, and tbe Tenedos and Nymphe haviDg 
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dosed and coinmeDced a fire, the colon wete lumM 

Tius was the second time that Shubriclc had seen tbe 
American enaign loweied to the Engliah, hut it notr 
occuned iinder circnmBtanoeB âiat raiber added luette, 
than the rererse, to the national flag. If he had aeen 
the eiuign in which he took >o much pride twic« knr- 
ered, he had the conBciousness oi haring seen it compel 
that of the enemy to yield three timea, in actions of ahip 
toahip. 

In this tJoody battle no less than three pf the Ptesi- 
dent's litutenanta were killed, viz., Babbitt, tbmilton 
and Howell. Decatui himself vna injuied; but, 'as 
unal, Sbubrick escaped unhanned. He was carried a 
prisoner t« Bennuda, but na« sbortly after . released \>y 
the peace. Irrine Shubnck, the youngest of the font 
biotheTs, was m board the Président, as a midshipmui, 
on this occasion, and on his firat cmise. 

Although the coontiy, auhstantially, had a lelease 
from the pains and penalties ofwar, in t61S,it wasnot 
to with the Bubject of this sketch. Algiers had begun 
her depredaticns on American cammeTce shortly aAer 
&e Dey fancied the Siigliah power would leave bina 
without any grounda of appréhension âom the little 
marine that had made ao deep an impression on the 
Barbary States, in its confUct with Tripoli . It i«mained, 
tberefore, to punisb this treacherous aggresaion, wbich 
had no othei motive than a wish to plunder. Decatar 
was offered a sqnadnn for this purpoae the moment he 
got home, and he hoisted bis pennant tn die Queniete 
44, a new Irigate that had been buih during the EogUab 
war, and wbich had nerer yet been to aea. .The corn- 
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modora had bectxne too sensible (^ the merits of 
Shubrick to leare him behind, and the latter vrai 
immedialely attaclie^ Co aie Guerrieie, as her âist lieU' - 
tenant. 

. Decatur sailed front New Tork, May 2Ist, for ihe 
Meditenanean, baring undei his orders tluee fiigates, 
and seven sloops, brigs and schooneis, or ten sail in ail. 
The Guemere reached Tangîeis, June 15lh, and com- 
muuioated witti the consul. From thJa gentleman the 
Commodore ascertsined ihat the AJgerioe admirai had 
been 0^" the port only the day before, and that hfl«had 
sailed for Caithagena, in Spain, at . which port be 
intended to touch. The squadron made sail immedi- 
ately, and, withont touching at Gibraltar, it entered the 
Mediterranean. Decainr called out by signal, howeTer, 
in paasing, three of his vessels that had sepaiated in 
heavy weather, and rendezroused at the Rock, by 
instructions. On the 17tb, the Americana came up 
witb and engaged the Algeriue admirai, in a frigate, 
chasiog a large brig, that wa£ in company, on sboie al 
the same time. The .Constellation was the first to en- 
gage, but Decatur soon shoved the Guerrière in between 
the combatants, dliving the enemy from his giïna by bis 
broodside. In making tbis discharge, one of tbe Guer- 
tiere's guns bursted, blew up tbe spar-deck, antl killed 
or wounded fiom tbirty to forty-five men. A lai^ 
fragment of the breacb of tbis gun paased ed near Shu- 
briclf as to bit bis bat ; and still he escaped witbout a 
wound. Sbortly aAer, tbe Algerine struck, aller suâèr- 
ing a fearful loss. 

Decatur got off the brig, which was also paptured, 
and Bending hi» prizes into Cartbagena, he proceeded 
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to A^ers, off which pkoe he arriTed on the 38th. 
Hère he dictated the terms of g jnst treaty vrith the 
Regeacy, both parties sigoing it on the 30th Jnne ; or 
)UBt forty days after the sguadron had left America ) 

This rapid succeas pal it in the power of Decatur to 
give Shnbrick a high proof of the respect and confi- 
dence in which he held hia character. Capt. Lewis, 
of the Guerrière, had been 'married a very short time 
before he sailed, and, now the wai waa ao sowi and 
honorably terminated, he felt a natuial wish to Tetom 
to Us bride. Lient. B. J. Neale, of the Constellation, 
was in the same sitimtion, he and Capt. Lewis haring 
married sisteia. Thèse two gentlemen got teare of ab- 
sence, as soon as ihe treaty was signed, with a viev to 
leturn to America. This enabled the Commodore ta 
order Capt. Downes, of the Epeirier, to his own ship, 
and to give the former vessel, with an acting appoint- 
mem, to Shnbrick, who was directed to sail immediate- 
ly for the neaiest American port, It is nnderstood that 
Shubrick himself was also selected to bear Uie treaty) 
a high distinction under the ciimmstances. 

The Epervier sailed from Algkis early in July, 1815, 
and iB known to hâve passed the StmitH of Gibraltar, 
about the lOth Of the month ; eince which time no cet- 
tain information bas ever been heard of her. There Îb 
a vague rumour thaï she was seen in a tremendona 
gale, in the month of Angust, not &r from the American 
coasl, but it is of a chattcter too queationable to be relied 
upon. The Enterprise, Lient. Kearney, was making 
a passage at this time, and she experienced a heavy 
bbw, which was said to be tremendous a Ijttle lartber 
to the eaatwant of her, and tbe Uuet probable oonjcctnie 
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n, tbat the Eperriet was loM in that gale. Neai'tliirty 
years hâve gone by since the mekncholy occurrence, 
and ail that is certain is the foct that no one belonging 
lo the iU-faied vessel haa erer appeared to tell tbe taie 
of her calaffiity. 

Thta prematurely terminated the career of one of 
the Dobleet spirits ihat ever aerved under the American 
âag. Bhubrick was not quite twenty-aeven when he 
perished, and was juat attoining a rank where his own 
name would become more intimately connected with 
bis aerrices, than could be the case while he*acted in 
ooly subordinate situations. Considering the duration 
of the peace that bas sincé ezisted, it would seem aa if 
he had lived jiist long enough to see ail the reat service 
the profession opened to him, and vanished from the 
scène like one who, haring well enacted his paît, had 
no longer an/ motive fot remaining on the stage. 
With him perished in the Epervier, Capt. Lewis, 
Lieut Neale, Lient. Tamall, Lieut. Drury, and other 
sea ofiîceiB, beaides seventl citizens who had been re- 
cently releaaed from captirity in AJgien, in virtue of 
one of the conditions of the treaty. 

It is jare, indeed, thst any sea officer who is not 
called on to command a ressel, obtains as much repu* 
tation as feO to the share of John Shubrick ; atill larer, 
that any one eo thoroughly deserved it. Entering the 
navy in the summer of 1806, and perishing in that of 
1815, his services were limited to just nine years; one 
balf of which period he did duty as a lieutenant. 
During tbese nine pregnant years, he served in the 
Chesapeake 88, the Argus 16, the United States 44, 
the Vipet 12, Àe Siren 16, the Constitution 44, the 
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Hoinet 18, the United Statea 44, the Preadoit 44, die 
Oueniere 44. and the Epenler 18; ten diSêrenl 
cmisers iu ail, vithout eoumeT&ting Iub second tnm of 
duty in the Uotted States, at a time when she âid not 
get out. We sre not aware timt he had a Aiilough for 
an houT, though he had a ahoit leave of absence aboot 
the time of fais maniage. la thèse nine yeara, besidee 
beÎDg Icept thus on ihe aleit, in ten diSèrent sea'^oinj; 
craft, he was présent at six Tegulai aea-fights, five ti 
which were between vessels ofa force ta heavy as that 
of fîigaces. He participated, also, in the glory of the 
celebrated cbaae ofi'New York, and Joat his Ufe by ooe 
of thoee dire disasters that so often close the seaman's 
careir ; as if Providence designed for hiœ a &te suited 
to the riska and dangers he had akeady nin. 

One cbild, a son, was the issue of the niairiage of 
Lieut. Com. Shubiick with Miss Ludlow. This gen- 
tleman, Edround Templer Shubrick, still surrires, and 
is now a Ueutenant on bonrd the Barîtan 44, CapL 
Gregory. 

Shubrick was a man of mailial beaiing, and of ex- 
tremely fine personal appeajance. In tbeae particulais 
few men were his equaJs. Ue was fire feet eleven 
inches in height, waa well and compactly made, with 
a fnune indicating stiength and activity. His eyes 
were of a bluish gray, with an expression indining to 
seriousnesa ; his hair was brown, and his complexion 
ruddy. la tempérament he .waa graye, with little dis- 
position to merriment; on the contrary, a shade of 
inelancboly wqs not .unfTeijueQtly thrown acrass his 
counlenarkce, as if Pierideace shadowed-forth to him, 
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in meicy, th« shortneas of his tmo^tfod Ùss- ieaifiil ha 
*bH as early I«rmination of his day«. 

Among other «ommendaUe qnalides, Shnbrick poe- 
sessed the gentleman-like attention to penonal neat- 
nesa. Withoat the least propensity to.diess, in th« 
Tulgai sensé, the feeling which aasociatea chanictert 
Btation and appeanoce togethei, yrsa atrong in faim. 
An inBbmce -ia related of his attentioii to such- mutteiSi 
diat occuired undei ciicnmstances to lender it charac- 
teriatic. While serving in theArgus, whicfawas then 
conunanded by Gapt. Wederstntndt, the brig wss near 
being lost off the ipoutli of the Penobscot, in a tnmen- 
doua gaie of wind. Nothing aared the vessel but her 
own excellent qiialities, for it hlew diiectly on ahore, 
and there was a common expectation t])at the vessel 
and crsw would ail go t<^;ether, oa that vdld coast. 
Oïders weie giren to orerhaul ranges of cables, to an- 
choT as a last resort, thoogh no one beliered ihe 
gTDund tackle could oi would hold tm for five minutes. 
Ammg tbe midâhipmen wss FoxhaU Parker, of Tir 
ginia, now Commodore Parker of tbe East tndia squad 
ron. Parker was atlending to tbe caU&s, wh«n EHnt" 
brick, who wa^ also at tfte same duty, quietly retnarked 
to him, that their situation had cansed them to neglect 
thefr appearance ; that they would, in ail probaUlity, 
be soon ihrown upon the.beach, where their bodies 
would be found and interred with the rest of the crew, 
without distinction . By dressing themaelvea in uniform 
thsy w6uld be interred apait, when theii &iends migbt 
hâve the, melancholy gratification of knowing whese 
their lemains were (o be found. At this sugges^n 

TOt. 1. 16 
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Shabiick and Paittar put ^n their unifonns, and waited 
the resuit with composure. PrOTidence caused the 
gale to abate, ànd the Tessel wm sftvei 

The fimmesa or fihubrick, on ail occasions of dnty, 
yna of pioof, thougli the lamb wbs not more gentle io 
the intetcouise of prirate life. None eefred with him< 
without feeling that he waa a raan £tted for high dea- 
tinies. His very character might be said to b&re been 
as nuutial as wu hia appeaiance, asd theiie ia littk 
doubt, had not Almighty God called him away thua 
early, he would hare wim, and decoroualy wom, the 
highest honora of his mauly profession, Enteiiug the 
■errice so late, with an educatiou ao well and thorough- 
bf CMnmeuced, the miud of this young officei was 
more cultivated than was iheu cuatomoiy with aeanien. 
lu a Word, his early death waa a national loea, the navy 
conioining, at the time it occurred, no officer of brighter 
pnunise, or ene fnm whoin the country had more lo 
bop& for, than Jolm Templer Shabrick. Th this hoar 
he is mentioned wjth manly regret by his old ahipoiates, 
and bis nome ia mvet introduced in the navy except 
in tenni of commendation and leepect. 



,,Gootjl>j 



EDWARD PEEBLE. 



The &mil]r of Preble la of long standing in the 
coantiy. The niune appears in the record? of the 
sevenieenth centmy, and is to be referred to the earliet 
émigrations. Thus ît wns that the aubject of this 
sketch and William P. Preble, the Ittte chargé-d'affiires 
«f thia country in Hdland, the gentleman who was em- 
ployed to protect the interests of Maine in the négotia- 
tioDB connected with the noith-eastem boundary ques- 
tion, were the descendants of a common ancestor, 
dioogh qnite diatantly related. 

The fathet of our subfect waa Jedediah Preble, who 
was bom in 1707, at York, in the Province of Maine, 
as the présent atate of that name was formerly called. 
He was the second son of Benjamin Preble, who waa 
the second son of Abraham, who was the aon of the 
emigrant. Abraham Preble, the emigrant, was first 
aettled at Soituate, in Massachusetts proper, where hia 
nome appeara aa early as 1636. He is found in Maine 
aa early as 1646, and died in 1663. It follows that the 
Preblea hâve been Americans for more than two hnn- 
dred yean, and résidents of Maine nearly, if not qnite, 
two centuriee. In 1645, the name <of thîs Abraham 
Preble appeara, in Maine, as an assistant or coundllor 
<rf the governmpnt of Six Perdinando Gorges ; an i^tce 
be heÛ until its dissolution. He subeêqaentty held 
171 
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▼ariona offices of tnut noder the sway of Hassacbasetts, 
haTÎng been one of a cranmission to exercise mauy of 
the poweia ot goremor, afïer ihe juuction. 

Jedediah Pieble appeais aleo to hâve been a man of 
local note and inâuence, liavin^ filled Tarious situalioDS 
of trust and dignity in hls owd aection of tlie countrjr 
This gentJeman is described as a man of fine piesence, 
of great lesolutioo, and of a fixedneas of puipoee that is 
still alludcd to among his descendants, wheaeTei a. 
Birailai tendency ia obaerred among liis posterity, as a 
qualitf iodicating that the paity has inherited " a little 
of the brigadier ;" a rank to which thia gentleman at- 
tained among the provincial troopa c/ his day. In the 
ctunpaign in which. Québec vas taken, Mi. Pieble 
serred As a captain. On the Plaina of Abraham, ha 
WBs quite near Wolfe when he feU, and he waa wound- 
ed himaelf in the course of that celebialed battle. In 
aiat day, waistcoats were wom with âaps that deacend- 
ed aome distance down the thigh, and a bullet stiuck 
Capt. Freble, penetrated this paît of the diess, and 
entered the flesh, cajrying with it, howcTer, so much 
of his différent gannents that the wounded officer was 
enabled to èxtract the lead himaelf, by pulling upon the 
dpth. At a kter day, this gentleman had the com- 
mand on (he Penobscot, occupyîng a place called Fort 
PownuL Previously to fiUing this trost, Mr. Preble 
had risen to the laak of biigadier-general, in the ser 
vice of bis native colony, which, it will be remembeied, 
, was properly Massachusetts. He is aaid ta bave been 
wounded in another of the engagements of this wat 
At the peace of 1763, Gen. Preble waa in command oa 
the frontier just mentioned, When the quanel oc- ' 
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cuired betwe«n' the mother countiy tind hef Noitfa 
Americsn Colonies, Qen. Preble took BÎdes with hii 
native land. He.became so warm a whig thfft he evea 
alxuidoned the Episcopal uhuicfa, to which te properly 
bekmged, because his cleTgyman continuel to pray for 
the king and loyal iâmilj'. Aa this old gentleman did ' 
Dothing by haives, he joined & Congregational church 
on that occasion. About this time he vna dected a 
itiaj(H^neTal by the provincial gov«minent, but de- 
cUued the appoinbnent on account of his advanced âge. 
Gteneral Preble died the year peace vna nade, or in 
nS2, bX the âge of seventy-soren. He lauBt, oonse- 
queotly, hâve been turned -of fifly at the talcing of 
Q,uebec, was fifty^fleven at the peace of *68, and near, 
or quite, seventy at the conmiencement of the Révolu- 
tion. One account, bowever, places the daath of Qen, 
Preble a year later. He Tepresented his lown in tho 
Liegislature of Massachusetts, between the yeara 17S8 
and 1780. Tn 1773, he was chosen a councilloi, and ' 
"n'as accepted by tbe royal governor, though of the- 
popukr patty; several others of ihe same way of 
tfatnking havîng been rejected. Under the Craiatita- 
tion of 1780, Ôen. PreÛe was elected to the State 
Senate, fnm the county of Cumbeiland, and he was 
made a Judge of the Conunon Pleaa in 1782. 

General Preble appears to bave been twice married. 
By hia first wife he had two sons and a daughter. The 
Commodore was the child of a second connection, hav 
ing been bom Augnsl ]5th, 1761, on that part of Fal- 
mouth Neck, in the Province of Maine, which îs the 
site of the présent town of Portland. Of the four bro- 
thers of Preble, of the whole Wood* two were older and 
15» 
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two jonageT tfaau himself. Eben sefims lo hare beea 
tlie eldest son (^ Gen. Pieble by hia second maniage. 
He vna a meichaat ir Boston, wheK he accumulaied 
a considérable estate. His résidence at Watertown 
bas sinçe passed into tbe possession of a Cbina mercbant 
of the name of Ousbing, and is much admîied for ils 
beauties. Tbis gentleman bad two sona, botb ofwbom 
are dead, and two daughteis. Of the latter, one mar- 
tied into tbe family of Amory, and tbe otber manied 
Capt. Ralpb.Wormleyt of tbe Britisb navy. Josbua, 
tbe next son of Gen. Preble, manied and settled him- 
self in Newburyport, Massacbusetts, wbere he left 
issue. Edward, tbe subject of our ipemoir, wtts tbs 
thÎTd son, as bas been mentioned. Enoch, Ibe foorth, 
became a sailor, making bis first voyage in 1779, and 
his last in ISSU. He was a respected sbip-mastet 
tbirty-seven years, baving passed eigbt years, including 
tbe lime he was at aea during the HeTOlution, in sub- 
ordinate situations. Tbis gentleman was tbe lasi sur- . 
viTor of bis génération, in bie own &mily, dying in 
October, 1842, in the seventy-ninth year of bis âge. 
He has leil four children, of whom tbe youngest, 
George H, Preble, is now a passed midehiproan in the 
navy, of tbe date of 1841. We believe this Jast gentle- 
man to be the only repieaentatire of his dùtinguished 
name in the service, contrary to wbat is usual in cases 
wheie one of the bmily bas earned a name, in timcs 
that are gone, under the ensignof the republic. Henry, 
tbe youngest brotber of the whole blood, Uved a long 
time in Sicily, baving been consul at Palerrao. He is 
said to bave been a man of tdste and of cultivated mind. 
This gentleman subsequently settled in Piitsburg, Penn., 
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whem one of lus two dàughters married Thomas, a son 
of the celebrated Joël B»rlow. He died, in 1826, leav- 
iog Oae other child, a daughteri who continues single. 

Of tlie Bisteis ol Pieliie, of tlie whgle blood, one raai- 
lied a Mr. Codman, and another a Mr. Oxnanl. The 
ktter gentleman adhered lo the ciown, in the wai of 
the Révolution. The auaa of this last maniage, how 
erer, wëre American, heart and mind ; one of them, 
Thomas Oxnard, having fitted ont, at MaiseilleB, and 
commanded a privateer, during the last Ëtigliah vrai, 
that he caUed _the Truç-Blooded Yankee ; a vesiel that 
became famous for hei suocess and boidnees. Capt. 
Oxnard manifesied much of the enteiprise and re~ 
BouTces ôf, hie c^ekhrated imcle, <md was eo vnmiij 
gÀjnerican in Ibeling, that, though ezpairiated, at his 
deaih receatly he made a lequest that hia shiond sboi^ 
b« the stars and stripes ! . 

Young Prëble msmfeated the pecuJiaritieB that 
maiked Ma subs^ueitt careeTt at a veiy eacly period 
in life. Fiom chitdhood he was of a qtiick, fieiy tenir 
pçrament ; a quality that fonaed the principe, if not 
the only seiioua bbt on his professional diaiactcf. It 
has been thought that this n^ural fojling was increased 
in «fter-life by the diseaae, dyspepsia, that undennined 
his coostitutioQ. Fic«n <^ldhood, al»»,- he was dis- 
tinguished for résolution, undatmted fiimnees, decisim, 
and an inâezibîUiy of tqiinion, tha lendered it Tery 
difficult to cause him to 'swerre fiotn a purptne. In 
Hâa last panicular, he vas thought to hâve his &ir 
prt^rtion " of the brigadier'' in him. 

Many anecdote» are lalated of the boyhood of young 
Preble, ail tending to prove his OGUiage, détermination. 
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and high temper. On oae occaaioti, bis fether was 
about to go on an excursion to the neighbburing islands, 
with a paity of gendemen, and the boy was dem'ed a 
place in the bont, on acconnt of his tender yeara. In 
order to gel rid' of his importunities, his father gave 
Edward a taak, which it was thought could not poa- 
fiiblybe completed in time, with a premiae that he 
ahould go, did he get througih with it. The boy suc- 
ceeded, and, to his father's surprise, appeared on the 
sbore, claùning the prdcaised place in the boat. This 
was stîU denied hiio, under the preteit thort there waa 
not room. Finding ihe party about to shove off with- 
out him, young Preble, then about ten yeais of âge, 
comioenced hosiilitîes by raaking an attacfa with slones 
picked up on the vrharf, peppering the party pretty 
eSèctuaHy before his laughing father directed s capitu- 
lation. It seenls the old gênerai decided that the boy 
had the "rightstuff" in him, and OTerlooked the gross 
impropriety of the assault, on acconnt-of its justice and 
spirit. This species of indulgence is more natural than 
prudent, and it is probable we can trace in it one of the 
causes why Preble had so little command over bimself 
in after-life. Still it was proper to mabe concessions 
to the boy, as he had right on hia aide, in one respect 
alleaat; thoi^gh itshould not hâve been a concession 
made under fiie. 

A more creditable, and' an equally characteristic, 
anecdote ia lelated of young Preble, while still a school- 
boy. It wouJd seem that hia maater, a person of tho 
name of Moody, was a manof a temperalmostasquick 
and violent os that of his pupil. On i 
Preble had a quarrel with a boy of about his o 
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sud he struck, bis conqwtitor a smwt Uow in ihe fax, 
causing tte blood to flow; pretty freely. Thia was dooe 
put of school, but the sufferer appeared ia ths piesence 
of the master bleeding. Tbe latter was so muoh ex- 
asperated as to catch up the ahovelaud aim a bJow.at 
the oftènder. The blow missed the boy, but fell heanly 
' oa the writing-desk at which he waa ^eated. The caha, 
unmoved, aod finn manner ia which the boy recelred 
thia assault, EÎttmg, lookiii^ with a fearless eye at his 
asBailant, cauaed the paipose of the latter to change. 
He laid down his formidable weapon, eXcIaiming— 
" That fellow will make a gênerai, too, one day !" 

It appeara to hâve been the intention of Gîeii. Preble 
to educate his son Edward for one of the hberal profes- 
3ÏM19. The boy was sent, whik yet quite young, to 
Danuner Acai^emy, wbere he laid thQ foundation of s 
respectable éducation, havii^ made eome pn^ress in 
tbe Ldtin language, when the timea induced.his parent 
to- withdr&w. him frcan school. Ooe version of die 
anecdote just related, makes it occur at thia academy. 
In the year 1775, youog Preble, who was bran in Wei, 
wfu of couiae raily fourteen yeara of âge. This was 
tbe yeor in which the English pursued the folse policy 
of aetting fire to aundiy ^mall seaporta that were eaay 
of accesa to their shipping, and subetantially wjthoujt 
protection. Much private misery was produced by 
thia species of .warfare, and, ia every instance probdUy, 
a désire of peraonal revençe waa added to the apirit of 
apposition that bad previously esisled in tha country. 
Fahnouth, (now Porlland,) Preble'a birth-place, wa^ 
amOQg the towna thus assailed, and it was partly de- 
atroyed. Oen. Preble thought it expédient, on accoont 
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of hÎH expOBëd ponfion in the town, to remore fais ftmily 
to a farm in ils vicinity, where it reriiained eevernl 
years ; and hère' Edward found his friends on hia re- 
tam from achool. In that day anii région, iaborers 
were not to be had for the asking, atid so many of tfae 
yonng men of the coubtty being absent in the anny,.oir 
in private armed vessels of war, Gen. Preble wtia com- 
pelled to take the field, at the head of ail hià soas, in a 
capacity that wub Itss martial than had distingnîshed 
bis' previoas ealerprises'. On a pressing occasion, he 
ordered ail his boys to handie their hoes, repair to the 
proper place, and to begin the humble, but rery neces- 
Bary, business of digging potatoea. Young Edward 
did his part of the duty with many rebéllious repin^ 
ings, untii he suddenly threw down his hbe, dechred 
he should do no more such work, and lefl the lîeld. 
While his brothera were making their calcdlations as 
to what would be Ûie conséquences of the nezt meeting 
between the Brigadier and Ned, the latter was making 
the beat of his way towards what was lei^ of Falmonth. 
Herê ha shipped in a letteiMif-marqne that was bound 
to Europe, saiUng aooil afler. The year in which ihis 
occuned does not appear in sny of our published ac- 
counis, bnt we suppose it lo hâve been as late aa 1777 
or 177^. Preble had long before manifested a désire 
to becotne a sailor, but his father opposed it, though it 
wpuld seem he acquiesced, now the lad was fairly 
shipped, hoping one royage would cure him. The 
voyage was to Eorope, and the retnm passage was 
particularly scvere. AU this had no efiêct «n the 
spirited young man, and Oen. Preble, finding his 8<hi 
bent on the profession, procured the ^pointment of 
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a midshipniaii for him, in the proTÎncial mariue of 
Maasachuseita, which was probably lie most active 
State marine in the confedentitm. 

Tbia appointment occurred early in 1779, and Preble 
was attacbed to a ship that mounted twenty-vix gâta, 
and which waa called the Protectoi. Hîa conunauding 
officer wBs John Foster Williams, who had done a very 
haudsome thing thet rery seaaon, in a brîg caUed the 
Herald, and who enjoyed a high réputation in the 
service to whJch he belonged. PieUe was in his 
eighteenth year wben he jdned tbia ahip, and ail 
accounts renier. hiin a youth of high promise in hia 
profession. He must hâve gooe to sea originally, when 
a Utile tumed of sizteen. 

The Protectoi sailed soon af^er Fiehle joined hei, 
and in Jane of the same year, ahe fell in with, and 
flngaged an enemy's letler-of-maïque, of quite hei own 
Jorce, if not of snperioi ; one of thoee strcogly armed 
Tunning ships, it waa much the fashioo for the £ng> 
lish ta send to sea in that war. This Tessel was called 
the Admirai E)uC The combat between tbe Prolectcs 
and the Ehiff was dose and sharp, andit wonld probably 
bave proved as bbodyas that between, the Trumbull 
and the Watt, but for an accident that befell the Ënglisb 
sbip, which biew up at the ezpiration'of more than an 
bour. Some of the accounts say, however, tbat the Duâ" 
had siruck her colors before the accideiu occurred, but 
this circumstance may be questicmed. The bgats of the 
Protector picked up fifty-five of her crew, who had time 
to'jump OTerboard. The Protector had six men killed 
and wounded in this affiiir. Shortly after the Protectoi 
had a ni nning; fight, and a narrow eecape from tha 



180 HÀTAL -BIOCKAPHT. 

lliamei 33, in which afiiur the En^ish frigate îs said 
to hâve been a good deal eut np alofl. 

Capt. Williama had made several prizes, and he 
retuiuf d to port to Lattd tiis prisonefç. He was now 
otdeied to join the expédition against the enemy's poet 
on the Penobscot, having been put under the orders of 
Corn. Saltonstall, of the United States nary, for that 
purpose. It wae while thos employed, that an incident 
occurred to Prehle, that is worthy of betng recorded, 
more especially aince subséquent erents. hâve ccaifirmed 
its truth. Preble related the aflair aubatantially as fol- 
low! : The Piotector was lying in one of the hays on 
the eastem coast, whiob. bas been fbrgotten, waifing tba 
sbw movements of the squadron. The day was clear 
and calm, when a large serpent was discovered outside 
the ship. The animal was lying on the water qiiite 
motionless. Aftei inspecting it witb the glasses for 
some tinte, Capt- Williams ordered Preble to nuin and 
aim a large boat, and endearor to destroy the créature ; 
or at kast to go as near to it as he conld. The sélection 
rf Preble for such a serrice, pioves the standing he 
occùpied among the hardy and daring. The boat thoa 
employed pulled twelre oais, and carried a swivel in' 
its bowB, besides having ils crew àrmed as hoarders. 
Preble shoved oS, and pulled directly towards the mon- 
ster. As the boat neared it, the- serpent raised its head 
about teB feet abore the surface of the water, lookîngf 
about it. It then began to move sbwly away from tht 
boat. Piëble ptished on, his men pulHng with ail their 
force, and the animal being at no great distance, the 
swirel was dîschai^d loaded with bullets. The dis- 
chai^ prodsced no other eflect than to qnicken the 
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speed qT the serpent, ^ich soon ran ihe boBt out of 

sight. 

There îs no question that in after-Iife, Preble occa- 
sionally mentioned this circumstance, lo a few of his 
intimâtes. He Avaa not loquacious, and probaWy sttw 
that he waa relatiog a fact that most persons would be 
diaposed to doubt, and self-respect prerenEed his making 
fréquent allusions to it. Wben it is lemembered that 
Preble died Icmg before the accounts of ihe appearance 
of a simîlar serpent, that hâve been promulgated in this 
country, were biought to light, it aSbrds a aingulai con- 
firmation of the latter. Preble stated it as his opinion, 
that the serpent he savr was from one bundred to'one 
hundred anci fifly feet long, and ki^r than a barrel. 

This account of the size of the serpent undoubtedly 
. seen by Prehle, is in singular accordance wilh that given 
to the writer by an intelligent officer of the navy, more 
than twenty yeara since. On that occasion the serpent 
was seen quite near by, for fully an bour, and once was 
viewed undér water, as it passed beneath the boat. 
The writer's informant said it was his opinion that the 
anittia] was nearer one hundred and G&y than one hun- 
dred feet in length, and he suppoaed him to be of the 
size of a wîne-pipe. 

There appeara an indisposition in the human mind 
to ocknowledge that others hâve seen that which chance 
has concealed from our owp sight, Travellers are dis- 
credited and derided merely because ihey relate facis 
that lie beyond the circle of (he common acquisitions ; 
and the tenu of " traveller's stories" has ils origin more 
in a narrow jealousy, thaa in any prudent warioess of 
cxaggeration. The provincial distnwts the accounts of 

YOL. I. 16 
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the inhabitant of the capital, while self-love induces 
even the former to déride ihe marrels of the countrj'. 

As respects marine serpenta, they are well-known to 
exist, the inerest physical tyro living being femiliiir 
ffith the fact that ihere are water-anakes. This being 
admitted, the philosopher should hâve, no difficulty in 
beheving, in iheii substance, the accounts that hâve 
been published of the appeamoce of one or more sea- 
aerpents on the eaatem coast of thia country. The 
animais of the océan are known to exceed those of the 
land in magnitude, and the différence in size between 
the boa. constrictor, or the anaconda, and the one hun- 
dred and fi^y feet of the sea-serpent, is not sa great as 
thaï between the mammoth and the whale. 

Thcre hâve been accounls published whicb 'would 
give the reader reaapn to suppose that Preble was cap- 
tured in the Protector, by a frignte and a sloop o£ war, 
in a cruise that succeeded the one in which the action 
with the Duff took place. We conceiye thia to be true 
only in essentials. The Protector formed a part of Sal- 
tonstall's squadroo, as has been mentîoned, and fell into 
the enemy's hands, in common with mostof the restof 
that aimajnent. That Preble was made a prisoner, is 
ont of ail doubt, and we suppose he was Iaken in the 
Penobscot on that occasion. 

The young man was sent to New York, and became 
a prisoner on board the well-known prison-ship, the 
Jersey. After a time he was placed on parole, how- 
ever, and a letter from General Preble is still in exist- 
ence, in which he cautions his son not to violate hia 
Word, "not to slain his honor by attemptîng to escape." 
It would seem that Preble was not excbanged, or released 
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for & Iqng dme ; Uiougli the inâuence of pa old brotjier 
officet of Ma fiitliei's had beeu exerted in hia behalf, 
and conltibuted lo lender bis captirity less iiksone.* 

* Nothing will ^n • batUr idra of tbe notiom ibat oor ; out^ 
man imbibed from hii educUion, thnn to copy > leiter wiiiten by 
Gen. Prebls u> bû Kin, while the latler nu b prlioaer m New 
York. 

Faltwutk, JMly lltA, 1781. 

Dnut (^CLD ; I noencd your &Tor wiih gieat ptcanue ind 
■Bti^cliaa, (o find yon met wilh ao mocb kindnen uid ihendib^ 
from Col. TyDg and lady. I hâte wrate him mf icknowledg- 
meiita on ihe subjecl, and bope tbu yonr fntora eonducl will be 
mcb u to reoder you in «nue meuare worthy ihetr forther notica. 
At'yon an idmiiiad on abara, > Itrar jkniad ail tba officsra of 
llie ahip, Dever ataio your honoi by atlempting to make yonr 
«■cape. I ahatl do evary ibing, and punue cvery nieaautè, thac 
afiôrdatlie leBBtproapeclof ancceu, toget yon Bichtnged in a jui- 
tifiable way. PreaenI your mannna'a and my beat complimeiita ta 
Col. Tyog and l8dy,,Biid tet iham know Madame Rom waaia 
goodheabb yestenûy. Bealwayaon yourgaaid againal lempta- 
tioD*, OT giving ibe leaal occaeion to aoy that haa abown yoa 
favoTS, to cba^e you wilh a bieach of trust : ba kind and obligiog 
to ail 1 for oo man eror doea a deaigiied iignry te anothar, wjthoat 
doingB greaiar lo hinaalf. Lac reaaoa alw^a gorem your thoughta 
amd Bctiooa. Be aura aod write me at ail opporiuDiuea. Your 
mamma, brolhera and aiitera join me in preienliag Ihetr lore (o 
yon, and wiahing yon a apeedy eichange. I am your rèady friand 
and afiàctiooate fatfaet. Jioiduh Psui,i. 

Thia Ictter ia creditable to the falher, abd oontaina one eaulenca 
(hat ta fiill of sound morality, ezpressêd wilh the (enanaaa ef as 
apopfathegin. Tbedala of ihia letler, bowever, thtowa a littla doabt 
orer a portian of Preble's career. The eipeffitum lo tba Penob- 
■cat occurred in July, 177?, and tbisletteriadated Iwo yearalaler. 
Now.inaBI of lb« crewaof cbe TeasaU iaken ascaped ihraugb ibe 
wildernesB, and il ia poaiible Prsble wai Bmiing the numbei ; elaa 
ha.muatbavereniaiiiedacBpliTe Iwo eolin yeara. One varaion 
of hia life says, be waa iaken at aea in the Fnitactor, but tbat Aip 
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On beÏDg reetored to his Uberty, Preble was receired 
on board the Winthrop, another state cmiser, aa her 
first lieutenant. This vessel was commanded by Capt. 
Geoi^ Litlie, subeequently of the United States navy ; 
an officer who had been fiist lieutenant of the Protector, 
and the gentleman who afterwards captured the Ber- 
ceau, in the wai of 1798, whik in conunand of the 
Boston frigate. There ia little question that oor young 
adrenturer made great pir^ress in his profession iriiile 
under the ordeis of two such expert seamen and discreet 
commandeis as Williams and Little. 

The expldt that gave Preble an early réputation for 
daring and présence of mind, occuired in this his fint 
cruiae in the Winthrop, The Americans captured a 
skiop off Penobscot, from the crew of which they leamed 
the positicai d* an aimed brig. that had preyiously taken 
the sloop, and sent her out manned to cruise fixe coast- 
ers. Capt. Little detennined to cany' this vessel by 
snipiÏM, as she lay at her anchors. Prepaiatitas 
were made accordingly, and tho Winthrop stood inio 
the bay under favorable circumstances. Preble, as first 
Ueuteoant, waa to lead the boardera, who were selected 
with care. His porty was to conaist of forty men. 
The enterprise succeeded ao well that the Winthn^ ran 
alongside of her enemy, and Preble and the foremost 
of his party threw themaelvea on the decks of the Eng- 
lishman ; but the Winthrop had so much way on her 
in closing, Aat she shot clear of her enemy, leavîng 

was destroyed in ihe Penobscol, endl canfind noiniee of Freble'fa 
baving beloDged lo more chan three vesnla during the wbt of the 
RerolatioD, tîz., the Letter-of- Marque, ihe Pioteciar, and the 
H^nthrop. 
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PreWe with only fourteen men among the eijeinjr. It 
is said that LitUe called out to Iiis EeuteDant to know if 

he should aend him more men, and that Preble cooHy ■ 
answered, " No, he had too many already." At any 
rate, he carried the hrig, securing her ofiBcers before 
they had time to gain the deck. In the ezaggeiated 
accounts that hâve succeeded, it haa been pretended that 
this prize nos a vesael of war, and that ehe was supe- 
rior in force to the Wînthrop. Neither was probably 
the fact, though the exploit waa Hufficiently creditablo 
aa it really occurred. That Pieble waa inferior to the 
force actually opposed to his amall party, there ia Uttle 
question, and it is certain the whole affair waa conduct- 
ed with great akill and spirit. Aa the prize lay under, 
not only the guna of the Enghah works, but even within 
reach of musketry, the enemy opened on her, and Pre- 
ble had to work out to aea, with hia amall party, under 
a brisk 6re. In this he succeeded, os ably as he had . 
done ÎD the attack, without sustaining any damage of 
moment. 

The reader who is ' ftmiliar with ihe exploits <^ 
Trippe, wîll £nd an incident in the life of that gdknt 
officer, while serving under Preble's ordera, that sin- 
gularly resemUed this whîch occurred to Preble him- 
seif. 

Àlthough tbere is now some obscurity throwa aroond 
the particulars of this affiur, the name of the vessel 
captured appearing in none of the clearer accounta of 
it, there is no question that it waa a very galknt ex- 
ploit, and obtained for both Little and Preble mnch 
réputation in the naval circlea of that day. Preble 
probably owed the raiik he subsequently obtained in thé 
16* 
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nary of the republic to the cool courage lie manifeated 
on thia occasion, united lo his conduct and gênerai good 
character. Among the old gëamen who lived at the 
close of the laat centuiy, it waa oflen. mentioned in 
terms of high euiogium. 

Mr; Preble remained in the Wintkrop until peace 
was made. During thia time he saw much service (m 
ihe coBst, tfaat cniiser being actively empbyed, and 
doing a vasl deal of useful duty. She captuied a good 
many vesseb, and was paiticularly destructive to the 
small privateers, of which the enemy employed so 
many, more especially to the eastward. There can be 

, no questioç thaï our youog man's professionai charactei 
waa fonned in the Protector and the Winthrop, 

At the peace of 17S3 ail the naval aimaments of the 
country were suhatantially suppressed. Some of the 
Statea, it is true, maintained a sort of guarda costas, 

' each govemment having ils own revenue laws under 
its own control ; but thèse were few în number, and <rf 
small acconnt. Prcble was discharged, in common 
wilh mosl of his brethren, and waa compelled to tnm to 
the merchant service foi employmént. As OUr young 
man was now ia his twenty-second year, and waa pos- 
sessed of ao much character and skill, he had Ultle diffi- 
culty in obtaining a vessel. At one cinie he was in the 
employmént of a gentleman in North Carolina, though 
he appears to bave passed the fiileen year? that suc- 
ceeded the peace in aailing from and to diâerent parts 
of the globe. 

In 1798 the quasi war with France commenced. 
Preble's prédilections for the navy slill remaining, hig 
wishes to enter it were gralified by hia receiifing one 
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of the ■fire Sist commissions ibat were gninted to lieu- 
tenants. At che commencement of the new marine, it 
vaa detennined thBt ench lieutenant shoold be named 
for his particnlor rank In each veesel, and that cbe 
relative nûik of the wbole service should be determined 
by thoee of the respective commanders with wbom the 
junior olRcers were required to serve. Preble was in- 
tended for the first lientensnt of the Constitution, a po- 
sition that wouldi hâve lefl him the second on the tist 
of lieutenants in the entire service, that being the plaCe 
Corn. Nicholson beld on the list of captaJns. Foitu- 
nately for Preble, peï'haps, he did not like hia captain, 
and'he eucceeded in keeping ont of his ship, for he 
was plàced in command of the Hckering, a brig of 14 
guns, which was first commissioned for the revenue 
■ service* There "were six of thèse smaU cruisers ein- 
ployed on, ihe Coast at this time, ail of which were 
under the command of officers who properly belonged. 
to the navy. The names of Preble, Campbell, Brown 
and Léonard were among thera, and they aU appear to 
hâve received the commissions of Leutenants com- 
mandant. 

The Pickering wss attached to what was catled the 
Windward West India squadron, having its rendezvous 
at Prince Rupert's Bay, and cruising as fai sonth as 
the Island of Tobego. Barry commanded this force, 
which, in the course of the year 1796, consisted of 
twelve vesseb, inclnding two frigates. 

Preble appears to bave made two cruises in the 
Pickering, in the course of the years 17B8 and 1799. ' 
We canDOt discover that any service worthy of being 
mentioned ©ccuired in either, At the dose of the year 
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1799, our officer was jnwmoted to the mot of çaptain, 
appearing to hâve passed over that of master cotn- 
mandaDt, aod he was apirainted to coinmand the Essex 
32, tben a uew sbip, aod just gettin^ ready for her ârst 
cruise. The Pickerin^ was gireD to Capt. Hillar, was 
sent to the Guadaioupe statioa, and was ioat at sea, aU 
handa pcrishing. This appointment of Preble'e ie, in 
itself, an évidence of a just appréciation of bis cha- 
racter, aince l»th the rank and the shi'p be now obtained 
were a httle beyond bis claims on. the bcots of date of 
commission. Rodgere, wbo had been Trustan's first 
lieutenant, and wbo ranked him one as a captaio, got 
<Hily the Maryland sloop of war. It is a fact wortby of 
notice, that Little, Preble's fïrst lieutenant in the Pro- 
tector, and bis commander in the Wiuthiop, ranked 
him by only two on the list of captains, as ît was es-, 
lablisbed in 1799. . Bodgers waa the' only uame be^ 
tween tbem. 

The Essex waa deetined lo scManpony the Congress 
38, atso a ^ew sbip , on a cruise as fai ^st as Bataria, 
to meet and give conroy to the homeward-boiind India 
and China ships. Capt. Sever, of the Congress, waa 
the senior of the Iwo captains tbus employed. The 
Congress and Essex sailed on this cruise, then muoh 
the most distant tbat> any American émiser had ever 
attempted, in the month of January, 1800. A few 
days out, the sbips encouatered a heavy gale, and ket 
sigbt of each other. The Congress was dismasted and 
retumed to pon, but the Essex made better weather, 
and continued on ber course. Preble perserered, 
doubled the Cape, and reached bis port of destination, 
where he proceeded to cany out the objects oftbe cruise. 
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It WBS hJB duty to coUect a conToy of the valnaUe 
homeward-bound sMpa that were expected i6 pass the 
Straits of Sunda, giving notice of bis piesence, and 
ciuisii^ himaelf, in the interval, against the enemy's 
Torere. Âfter remoiaing BereTal months in Uie Indian 
seaa, he collect^d a convoy of fourteen sail, wilh whJch 
he left Batavia, ia the month of June. No opportunity 
occurred for distinguishing himaelf in tbis cruisot be- 
yond the accuriite and complète man'ner in vrhich 
Preble executed his ordera. One small Prench ciuiser, 
ont râ the laie of France, was chased off fiom the con- 
Toy, biit sbe escaped under her swâepa in lîght weather. 
NotwitbstandiDg the magnitude of his charge, the ralue 
of wbicb amounted to many milliona, Pieble passed 
every thing in safety, and came intp New York in the 
autmqn.' As eailing in convoy is dull vork, it was 
near the cloae' of the year wben the Easex reached 
home. Peace naa soon afler made with Fiance, and 
the abip waa paid off. It is wortby of a passing re- 
-mark, that tbis shîp wàs tbe firat American inan-of-war 
to carry tbe pennant round botb Capea ; tbat bf Qood , 
Hope, under Preble, as just related, and tbat of Cape 
Hom, under Porter, in 1813. 

Tbe bealth of Preble had sufièred materially in Uiis 
cruise, and be oeeded repose. Hé was oâéred the 
Adams 28, theh fitting ont for the Meditetraneata, but 
feit himself bonnd to décline service at the moment. 
It is mucb in fitvor of tbe impression made by Preble 
at Washington, tbat he was retained at the reductitai 
of the navy, in 1801, tbough no opportunity for distin- 
goishing himself- had occurred, and notwitbstanding he 
vas abeeiU at a most important moment, on so distant a 
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craise. At that time fl)ere were twenty-cight captaina 
D& the lîst, and aeren cammandeTS. The last weie aU 
dischaiged ; but twelre of the foTmer weie at fiist re- 
tained, thongb the kw diiected that the uumber should 
be reduced to nine. fteble was the twenty-fiist cap- 
tain befoie the leduction, and the ninth aâer it was 
actually roade. James Baxron, Bainbridge and Camp- 
bell were bis junîois. As Dale and Traxtun both le- 
aigned the sBcceeding year, Barrydied in 1803, amd 
Marris w^ dismissed, without a triai, hy Mr. Jefierson, 
in IS04, it brought the Ijst down to raie leas than the 
nnmber contemplated by the law, and lefl Preble the 
fiflh ia rank in the service. At this time Stewart was 
the senior lieutenant, and ought to bave been promoted, 
undei the piovisioiM of the réduction law, early in 
1804, though he did not receive that act of justice 
until twQ yeais later, haring been made a, coaunander, 
however, without law, ïs ]804. 

There may bave been an additional reason for Pre- 
ble's declining the Adams, as he was manied in 1801, 
being Iheifjust forty years of âge. The woman of his 
choice w«8 Mary Deering, or Dering, the çmly daugh- 
ter of Nathaniel Dering, of Portiand. This is an 
ancient and honorable name in Massachusetts, and we 
présume this lady was- of the old stock; al any rate, 
ehe b known to hâve brought her busband a considér- 
able accession of fortune. Preble was now at ease in 
bis circumstances, and migbt bave been . excused for 
quilting a service that offered sô few inducements to 
remain in it ; but he loved his profession, and, fortu- 
nately for his own réputation, be deterroined to coi^ 
tinue in service. In 1803, believing his bealtb to be 
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safficienfly re-established, he reported hiniselfas fit for 

duly, and asked for service. In May he was attached 
to the Constitution 44, Old Ironsidea, as the ahip îs now 
affectionately called, whicli was then lying aX Boston, 
and was about to be<£tted out for the Meditcrranean 
station. • • 

TheTripolitan war had'been misferably miamanaged 
BÎDCe the peace with France. This waa partly owii^ 
U> the narrow policy that reigned ili the national légis- 
lation; in some slight degree, perhaps, to the inexpé- 
rience of" certain officers employed ; but mosl of ail to 
the exlraordinary instructions with whicb Mr. Jefferson 
hàà sent his enlisera to séa. As the Constitution veste 
the power to déclare war in Congreas, and that body 
had not dîrectly exerciséd this authority in connection 
with Tripoli, the gove'rnment chose to act, in its légal 
relationa, as if America were nol at war with the Ba- 
shaw, though everybody was willing to allow that the 
Bashaw was at war with Amerîca ! In conséquence of 
thèse pecuiiar views of the restrictions imposed by the 
Constitution, Dale had left home with instructions that 
compelled one of his small vessels to release an enemy's 
CTuiser, afler she had handsomely caplured hei in a 
warm and bloody action. According to the earliest 
notions of international rights, as littf ted by the Fédéral 
Conalilution, an American man-of-war possessed the 
natuial right to défend bérself, but not the conventional 
right to bring her assailant, When faîrly overcome, inlo 
'port, unless bj' Act of Congress ! Had Mr. Jefferson 
eiercised the reasoning faculties he certainly posseased 
in no amall degree, he might bave seen ibat the right 
to capture ahips on the high aeas ia purely an inter- 
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national, sud Dot a mère national rig;ht, aad tbat one 
nation can, to ail intenta aqd purposes, make wsr, 
though tbe eonaent of two raay be necessaiy lo re- 
establish peace. He made the capital miatake of anp- 
posing that the Grautitution, in prescribing restraints 
on the povrera of tbe Berrants of the public, also cod- 
templated lestrictioDB on tb& rigbts of tbe nation ; il 
being material for eveiy people to possess the pririlege 
of defending themselveB on equal tenns, when assailed. 

The indécision and uncertainty tbat such feeble and 
unstateeman-like constructions of public law threw over 
the operalious of Dale, and, to a ceitain estent, orer 
tbose of Morrïa, had emboldened the enemy, and left 
matters very inuch,- in 1803, where they had been 
found in 1601. A better feeling, howerer, began to 
prevail at Washington ; and it was now resolred to 
carry on the war with more of Bpirit and décision than 
had hîtherto been raanifested. With this view, Preble 
iras ordered to hoist a broad pennant, and to take 
charge of the squadnoi intended to assemble for duty in 
the Mediterranean. This was a bappy sélection, and 
might be taken as a pledge of the succesB that was to 
follow. 

But it was a &r easier thing toi the republic, ir. 
1606, to résolve hryely in a malier of thîs sort, than to 
carry out its resolutions with niilitary promptitude. 
The equipment of a single irigate was uot always an 
easy thing, and the collection of a squadron, though it 
were even small, was a measure of serions moment. 
In some respects, however, the service, was on the ad- 
vance, and care had been taken to conslruct seTeral 
small ctuisers.aspecies of vessel of which there had been 
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bnt onè in the navy siiic« ita lut reduccioa, and viàth 
vmp psrticulaily needed foi the purpoees of blockading; 
close in. The force that waa put under the orders ef 
Preble, on tbis occasion, consisted of the foUowing Te^- 
sels, viz :— 

CoDstitutiDD 44 — Com. Preble. 

Phikdelphia 38— Capt. Bainbridne. , 

Argus 16 — Lt. Com. Decatnr. 

Siien 10 — Lt. Com. Stewait. 

Eoteipriae 13— Lt. Craa. HuU. 

NautiWia — ^Lt-.Com. Somere. 

Vixen 12— Lt. Com. Smith. 
Thèse weie ail fine vesaela of their respective classes, 
and they weie stQg:uJarly well commsfided. ItisUne, 
the five [ast weie of little uee foi serioue attacks, but 
they were the besl crait that could be constructed f«r 
the blockade of a town like Tripoli, As wns usual in 
that day, aud in chat setrvice, they sailed &oiu home u 
each got ready. The Enterprise was already ont on 
tbe station, wheie she had beau kept foi scxne time, 
being a vessel not to be apared. HuU was in chaigç 
of her. but he being the second lieutenant in the navy, 
as reapecta rank, Decatui was to carry the A^us, a 
much heariet vessel, eut to that officer, and to take the 
Enteiprise In exchange ; an allégement that was sub- 
sequently effected. 

Of the Tessels bekmging to Preble's squadion that 
sailed from home, the Nautilus was the firat that got to 
sea. The si^ooner arrived at Oibialtai, July d7th, 
1803. The Phikdelphia reached the same place An- 
^ust 24th. The Constitution, wearing Freble's pei- 
nant, lefï Boston, Auguat 13th, aod ^e ancb(»ed oâ" the 
TOL. I. IT 
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Rock, September ISth. ' The Tixen came in two diys 
later; theSirenOctober jBt,8iid theAreTiswasdetained 
nnlil NoTember lat, 

Am the Philadelphia preceded the commodoie by 
nearly three weeks, Bainbridge, acting under hia ordeTS, 
lost no time at the Rock, but commenced operationf by 
CBptuiing B Moorish cruiser that he fell in with offCape 
de Oatt, and wbioh had' begon to commit déprédations 
on ihe American trade. Retunnng first to Gibraltar 
with his prize, this officer proceeded alofl, aÔer cruising 
a short time in qiiest of a Moorish Irigate tbàt vas said 
to be just without the Stniits. On her passage up the 
• Mediteiranean, the I%ilade^>hia must hâve passed the 
New York 86, Gom. Rodgers, and Adama 28, Capt. 
Campbell, coming down to meet the relief sqoadron'at 
Gibraltar. Thia left nothing before Tripoli but ihe En- 
terprise, Lt. CtHD. HulL Soon ailer the Vixen go( 
theie, and wàs joined by Bainbridge în the Phila- 
delphie. 

A little incident occuhed, shortly after the arrivai of 
tha Constitution at the Rock, that it may be well to 
relate. The strict discipline of Preble, and his occa- 
sionally ungovernable temper, had made him any thing 
but personally a farorite with his officere. While aU 
admitted his abilltieS as a commander, there were few 
who did not complain of hia temper, whîch, beyoud a 
■question, was rendered worse by the pecuhar disease 
(tf whlch he was the victim. ' One dark night, as the 
'ship was near the Straita, she was suddenly found to be 
quite- close to a sttange ressel of war. The Constiti»- 
ticHi must hâve seen the Etranger lùst, for she went lo 
qaaiten.and was ready to engage by tbe time she had 
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doB^ Tfae baSing dow coaunenced, both vessek 
appearing ta fat more anxious to.ask questions thon to 
answer tli«ni, Vsxed with tbie delay, PreUe ordered 
the naine of hia ship and of lus countiy to be cotiunu<- 
nictied to the other Tessel, and to dem^d thoee of th« 
atnmger, irader the petmlty of getting a shot, if tbe de- 
mand wens lefttaed. The stna^r oosweted that ha 
would retum a broadside for a shot. Thîs was moia ^ 
than PieUe could beai g h» Bpiang up into tbe mizen 
rigging hinuelf, to^ a Uumpet, and called eut ma 
elear, stning vmce, "ThJs is the United States ship 
<janititutioa 44. Cran. Edward Prebb. I am about to 
Iiaii you fnï the last time ; if you do not anawer, I sbali 
giveyou a broadside. Whot ship is that T Blowyoui 
matohes, boya !" The stranger now uiswered — " l'bis 
ia his Britsanie Majesty'a ship Dounegal.-a lazee of 60 
guns.'* Pr«hle declared he did not balisTe him, and thirt 
heshould^tick by bim until lanuingt to makecertain (^ 
bû chai«£ter. A bpat, however, soon came iiom the 
gther ressel to ezpWin. The stranger was the Maid- 
atone firigate. and tbe Constitution had got alongaide of 
htt Bo unexpectedly, that tfae delay in answeiing and 
the felse name faad beea giTOB' te gain dme to dear 
ship, and to get tJie people (o their guna. 

The spirit and fifmnew manifested by Preble, <Hi thîs 
«ccaaioa, pr^duced a great leTolutioD in bis &vor, amraig 
the yoanger officers in paiticular, They aaw be could 
be as prompt with an Ënglish ship of war as be was 
with them, and tbey had a saying, " If the old man't 
temperiswrong,bisfaeanisTigbt." Such an incident, 
in that day, when Engknd mu neariy what ahe claimed 
to be, '*misti!«n of Ihe seas," would ntake a strong im- 
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piewion. It ma not consUeted &■ ttiSe "to 1)eaid tlio 
lit» in his den." But Preble had strrM in the Revo- 
Intion, utd, whilé he kneW that an Eoglish ship was 
uaually to be reapected, he aJso knew thaï ahe nas &r 
fi^oiti being învinciUe. It is a proof of the infla^ice of 
the cnirent Kteratnrë and néwapaper opinions of the 
day, that ttU the old offieers of the BcTolutioir had a fa 
less exalted idea of English prowess, at the ccxnmertce- 
ment of the warof 1813, than the bulk of the popoJatioD. 

Preble met Rodgeis at the Bock, as haa been meii- . 
tioned, with two frigates under his ordets. The 
Nantàlos, Lieut. Corn. Someis, which had been giving 
cônvoy alofl, abo came in and joined. The Mate of 
things with Motocco was euch as to demand immédiate 
attention. There îs little question that the Barbaiy 
powers played into each other'B hands, in their wan 
with Christian states. In ail theii prerious opérations 
against Tripoli, the Americane had be«i diverted from 
the main object by the movements trf the Moors^ and 
the Adams had been kept below, a l<mg time, cruising 
in the Straits, to watdi the cruisets of the Emperor, 
and two Tunisians that were lying at the Rock. Pie- 
ble resolved lo leare every thing in lus reai in a settled 
State, and he made his dispositions açoHdingly. 

Allhongh Cbm. Rodgera was the senior officet, he 
placed lus ships at his siucessor's disposai, in the 
handsranest maniier. The Constitutii», New YoA, 
Adams and Nàutilos went into the Bay of Tangiers, 
acCordingly, October 6th, and Preble immediately pre- 
senced his demanda. He had an' interview with the 
Empeior, in person, and the negotiations, conducted 
with modération and &mnees, resulted in a renewal of 
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th^tiea;tf oflT66i. Itisnomoreth&njiutiGeloBodgerB, 
to say that liîs agencer in thia prompt demoiuitratioa was 
both libéral wd impottaoL He was consulfed, and 
joiued bfioit and hand in ail that was negotiated and 
doofi. 

This important duty performedi Bodgara saUed for 
home^ and Preble gave ail hia attention to his important 
duties up the Mediterranean. Wbile he had been at 
Taogien, and during the time occupied about the 
St^ls, aérerai d his small Tessels had anived. 
Nearly his whde force, indeed, waa coUected at GJb< 
laltar, with the exception of the Philadelphia and 
Knteiprise. As ths reasela aloft were commanded by 
Bainbridge and Hnll, not only waa the single offîcer (£ 
his own ranlc absent, but the two oUeat men of lus 
squadron also, It waa under such oîrcumatancee that 
Preble cauaed his commanding officers to meet him, to ' 
leiiberate coi future opérations. Tliis council, conse- 
quently, conaisted of Preble bimself, Stewart, Decatur, 
Smith and Someis. To thèse was added CoL Lear, 
who had long been empbyed in Afrïca, and who had 
certain powera to treat, at the proper .moment. The 
four gentlemen of the serrice, who thns met Pieble, 
almost for the fiist tinie, were ail young in years, and 
they beld a rank no bighei than that of lientenante. 
Pieble had been rery little known to the seirice, daring 
its brief existence of five years, wbich was ail it then 
poBsessed, his East ludia- cruise having kept him much 
ont of sight in the French war, and bis want of heaith 
since. Of his six oommonders, four, tÎz., Bainbridge, 
Somera, Decatui and Siewart, were ail Philadelphia 
seamen; Smith was from South Carolina, and Huit 
17' 
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aloDO wBs fhm New England. In addition to thèse 
ciAiunutancea, the commodore's réputation for severity 
of discipline and a hot temper, waa so weII establiahed, 
as to produce Uttle ctmfidence and 'sympathy between 
thèse young; men and himaelf. The former fought shy 
at the côuncil, therefore, lettîng the commodore hâve 
ihtngs Tery much in his own way, They foncied it 
waa their office to obey, and iiis to plan. 

Afier his lieutenante commandant had wjthdrawni 
Preble and Lear remained alone together in the Con- 
Btitution'a cabin. The former seemed thoughtfiii and 
metancholy, leaning his head on his arm, tbe latter 
resting on a table. Lear, obeerring this, ioquired if he 
were nnwell, " I h^re been indiscreet, Col. Lear," 
answered Preble, rainng himself up to aosner, " in 
accepting this comm and. Had I known how I was"^ 
to be supported, I certainly ahould hâve declined it. 
Oovemment bas sent m^ bere a parcel of cbildren, as 
commandera of ail my light crafl." A year later, Lear 
reminded Preble of this speech, and asked him if he 
remembered it. " Perfectly well," aaid Preble, arnihng, 
'■but the cbildren tumed out to be g<ood cbildren." 

Preble now sent 'off some of his small resaeta, the 
Vixen going up the Méditerranéen (o relieve the Enter- 
prise. He visited Cadiz in the Constitation on duty, 
and relumed to the Rock. On the ISth November he 
gave a formai notification of the blockade of TripoH, off 
which town he supposed Eainbridge then to be, httviny 
the Philadelphia, Vixen, &c., wjth him. On the 13lli 
he sailed for Algiers, where he put a consul on shore. 
He then proceeded to Malta, which port he reached on 
the 2Tth of the same month. Hère he was met by 
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ktten fiom Bambn<^e, communic^ting the -disheaiteii- 
iag intelligence of the Ices of the Phil&delphÏB. Some 
TumoTs of thia disaater had been heaid lower down ihe 
HâlitenBoeBii, but it wae hoped they woald prove not 
to be true. Tbis ebip had'ran on n reef in chaae, and 
had been compellnd ta haul down her colon to the Tri- 
politan gunboatB. To render the calamity stilt more 
poignant, the enemy succeeded in getting the frigata 
f^, and had carried her in trinmph into their haxbor, 
wheie ahe now lay lafely at anchoi. 

Frebië keenly felt this loss in several points of view. 
It WBS commencing hia opérations agtùnat the Bashaw 
with mùch the most aerious reverse the in&nt navy of 
ihe repubtic had then ezperienced. Although he could 

, bave no direct personol coosActiou with the a&ir, it had 
occuired wîthin hia otxnmand, and more or lésa of the 
misfoTtunes, as well as of the succees of mîlitary opera- 
tiona, ia given by the world to bim who is at the head 
ai af&ira. Then, in loeing Bainbridge, be loat his only 
captain, and the man of ail others to whom he woutd 
n^uTally turn for counsel and support. ' The frigate, 
tnoreover, waa avery important port of hia force, and 
her losa was, in fact, tbe one thing thst moat impeded 
his attaining' complète success in his future opérations, 
Undet ail' the circunistances of the case, the kînd and 
considerate manner with which he treated Bainhridge 
does his heart much honor. Had his unfoitunate bn>- 
ther in anns been his brother in blood, Preble's letters 
and conduct, in ail respects, could not hâve been more 
friendly or délicate. That Bainbridge feit this, is ap- 
parent in his own correspondence, and it is probable 

- iheae two brave men bad a juel appréciation of each 
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other'a intrinsic worthi in coaseqaeoce ot this coromcn 
misfratmie. Every thing that lay in Pwble's power 
nae dcme to alleriate ihe mSenngB of the captives, and 
tbe utmoet attention appean to iiare beea beatowed m 
ail their wanta, so far as the cmnmand of fnnda and the 
exercise of a distant authontycould go. InawordiDO- 
tlûng vas oraitted that it lay iu the commodon's powei 
to perform. 

Preble, howevei, was not a man to waste his time ia 
uselees regrets. He sailed immediiUely for Syiacnse, 
which port he reached on the 28th. His object in go- 
ing Into Sicily wos to estabUsh a point of readezvoos; 
and to open negotiations with the anthorities of that 
island for certain aids that he now feh would be neces- 
sary for executing his plans. While thèse pieliminaiy , 
steps were in progiess, the cominodore disposed of his 
force in the beat manner to protect the trade, and sailed 
for Tripoli m the Constitation, haring the Knterprise 
in Company. The vessels quitted Syracuse on ihe ITth 
December, and on the 33d the schooner, which wsa now 
uanmanded by Decatur, captured B.ketch that was cai^ 
rying female slaves from the Bashaw as a présent to the 
Porte. 

Preble had a double object in going off Tripoli, i» 
that occasion. By ehowing his force before thetowu 
he encouraged the captives, and he gare his euemies 
reason to respect him. But the principal motive was 
to reconnoitre the place in person, in order to direct his 
future movements with a gieater degree of intelligence. 
An active correspondence was kept up with Bainbridge. 
who suggested many uaefiil hints as to différent modes 
of annoying ihe eneniy. One letter of Bainbridge, 
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bearing date Deceraber Kb, certainly' waggegteà àte 
practicatâlity of destroying the Philadelphia, as she lay 
at her imchori in the harbor of TripcJî. PreUe bore tdl 
tfaesé things in tniad, and he examined'the poeiticm of 
the ship, th« castle, batteries, &C., for hiibaelf. When 
he l;ad been off the port a few days, it came on to hlow 
heaTily from the north-easi, and he vas admonished 
of the necessity of quitting that inhoepitahle coast, in 
tfaat which wss the worst month in tfae yeal. Tbe 
Constitntion and Enterprise according^y letumed to' 
Syracuse. 

It is probable that the tkmght of destroying the Phil- 
adelphia was first snggested by Bainbridge, though it 
faas been claimed ibi both Prebte and -Decatur. It is 
bot unhkely that such an Mea sbould su^est itself to 
diâèrent ininds simukaneously. It is certain that Pre- 
ble did not lisk any of his offîcei}) and men in such an 
enteiprisei'wi^out calculating ail ita chances. One of 
PreUe's chaiacteiiatic traits was the great care he be- 
Stowed on aU his prepai^oos to insure «uccess. It 
Tvill be seen, os we proceed, that he waated no tjme in 
useless parade, bat^ on the contrary, having taken à 
look at his enemy, he paid hira no unnecessary visita 
until he was ready to go to worit in eamest Twîce 
, more ooly did he see Tripoli, nntii he came wiih his 
wliC^ force to bombard the place. AU Ûie preriona 
commandeis faad cruieed, more or less, in &ont of tbo 
town, occasioDally engaging a baitery, or assanlting 
stnall convoys, and, in one instance, in making an 
abostive attempt at cannonading ; bat Preble did none 
ofthis. He asceitained bis wants, supplied the defi- 
ciencie* m the best manner he could, and when the 
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mmoent amred, lie applied bis meuiB with aniotelli- 
gence aiid actÎTity that showed be possessed the qudi- 
dea of a great ccanmander. The world, wlticit teea 
little beytHid victory oi: defeat, Beldom fully apprecîMes 
ihe csre, forethaught and laboT with. which amuin^iita 
are made, paiticttlaily at distant pointa and with im- 
^eriect means. 

To whomsoerer may bélong the crédit ofwuggeadng 
the plan of barning the Phiiadelpbia, to Preble bek»^ 
the ment of aasuming the reapimsibility of o/dering iCt 
as well as of pointing out as many of the détails as was 
consistent with a discreet exeicise c^ authority, in an 
a&ir of such a nature. Wheii tbe scheme woa origi- 
aally ogitated bctween him and Decatur, as was pn> 
bably the case while they were, for the fiist ttme, oS 
Tripoh in company, the latter ofieied to todce the al- 
tempt with his own scbooner. This Preble thougbt tM 
hazardoua, and be tumed hia atjentien te thé ketch 
wbicb bad fallen into his handa in tbe làte^cmislii 
The advanta^s ofièred by the possession of tkis ressel 
were Eot to be thrown away. 8he was of Medile^ 
ïaneaa rig, and Meditenanean construction throtighoot, 
and mig^t appeai in the offing witboot exciting any 
distrust as toher intentitsis. Ail this was foreaeen by 
Preble, and his instructiuis to his eubordinates met, 
with great piecision, the veiy oontingency which oo- 
curred wben this nicely arranged plati was cairied inlr 
exécution. 

When every tfaing- was ready, Preble issned his 
orders, Pebiuary 3d, to Stewait and Decatur, and tbose 
two gallant c^cera sailed immediately. If it were a 
trait in Preble to make erery provisica to itume sne- 
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i another to enter infbt aS Ab liopes and 
r of ihose wiio were embaiked in the enter- 
prises he had directed. He waa calm to the eye, but 
he feh -the aimety natuial to his tempérament, while 
the brig and ketch were absent. The delay was much 
greatei than had been anticipated, in conséquence of a 
gale â wind, which drove the adretitnreis from the 
meuth of the harbor îteelf, where they had anchored, 
and nhere Decatur had sent a boat to examine the lit- 
tle entiance.to the poit. The uncertainty tasted tnore 
than a fcutnight, t^e twd vessels being absent fifleen 
di^. At iength the loag-expected craft hove in sight, 
snd Prebié soon <faad the ;pleasuie of aeeing the signât 
oT success âying on board the Siren. The SicilianSi 
who were bIbo at war with Tripoli, received the cdn- 
querors with as much delight as th« Aroericans them- - 
selvee, firing soluios aud readJng the air with shonta. 

Thia Bucceas was of great moment to the future pros- 
pecta of Preble. The Turla, though known to be in- 
diâërent gunners, &nd no very excellent seaiùcu, were 
of stuidy frame, bold enough in bottle, and had featful 
Teputations for their prowess in hand-Co-hand conâicta. 
Svery sea offîcer was cautious about lelting thèse 
bloody-minded aabreurs gel over hia plank sheer ; but 
hère had DeQatur met him at his own play, and proved 
that the Christian was the betler man. Then the 
stigma of the Irigate's loss (for in war misfortune ever 
leares-a reproach) was wiped out by the gtdlant man- 
ner of her re-capture, and her subséquent destruction. 
Among tboee who understand that it takes a man of a 
certain degree of military résolution even to order an 
cnterprise of this daring, Preble'a connection with the 
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BUack on the PhilAdelphia waa fiilly appreeiftted. It 
18 highly probable tbat hia own eqnally gallant expHt 
in the Penobscot wos piesent to hîs mind when he first 
ihougbt of tbis enteipiise, and inâuenced him to décide 
in its &Tor. 

As the seaBon wos adrancing, and the important 
point of the destnietion of the Philadelphia waa dia- 
.poeed of, Pieble now began to ttum hia attention atili 
more eamestly toward maldng his preparatitms for the 
approaching aimimer. He sent Steirart, in the Sirao, 
again off Tripoli to Uockade, haring Somers in the 
Nantilus under his orders ; aod thèse vessela were, in 
due time, relieved by othets, so as lo maiotaiD a f<Hce 
st ail tUnea before the town. On the ad of March the 
cpnUnodore took the Conatilution to Malta, where he 
had business of importance, and, ihe run being short, 
on the Slst be went off Tripoli the second time. While 
te waa there, the Nautilus captured a man-of-war buili 
brig, thaC pfetended ta be an Ënglish piivateer, but 
iriiich in tnith waa a Tripolitan, asd waa intended to 
cniiae againat Americans. Pieble sent her ta Syra- 
cuse, wheie she was appraised, manued, and put into 
the aerrice, by the name of the Scourge. She nos 
given to Lt. Dent, who had been acting captain of 
Preble's own ship.' On the 27th, a âag was sent 
ashore with letters for the prisonera. 

Aller remaining.a few daya before Tripoli, again re- 
connoitering, Preble sailed for Tunis, though not with- 
«Ut eiperiencing another rery heavy gale of wind, 
anchoring before that town, with the Siren in compony, 
April 4th. The reader will better understaad the ar- 
duoua nature of Prebb's duties, when he is reminded 
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tliat hé was now left vrich & single iiigKte and six email 
vesBels, liia prize included, to hold in checlc ail the 
BaFbaiy powen, which weie more or leas leogued lo 
gether, and to cary on the wai with Tripoli. He had 
awed Morocco by lus early coune, but Tmiis was rery 
troublesome, and ntenaced a «frar &om day to day. 
His immédiate predecesBor in command liad been given 
a force of no lésa than are frigates and one sinall ves- 
sel to perfonn the same dnty. No better idea can be 
fiinned of the naUue of the.cadmodore'B duties, tmd of 
the. ene^y with which he dischtu^^ed them, hdwerer, 
than to give a bief snmnHiy of, fais moTemenits at thîs 
jaoctuie, as wellas of theii objects. 

It has be«a seen that Preble reached Tunis on the 
4th of ApriL On the 7th he sailéd, in a gale of wind, 
and reached Malta on the 12th. On the 14th he lett 
Maltai and next day went into Syracuse. Hère he 
WOB detained ^re days, sailing again on the 20th. He 
touched Bt Malta on the 29th ; anchored.once more at 
Tunis, May 2d ; left it next day for Naples, where he 
arrived on ihe Ôth. His business at tbis place was to 
obtoin gua-bo(Us fi» attacldng Tripoli ; the negoiiation 
baing Bucceasful. Preble procurtng an erder fiom the 
King of the Two Siciiiea for both bomb vessels and 
gun-boats, on the 19th he sailed for Messina, where he 
anived on the 26th. Hère he selected two bomb vea- 
selsandsiz gnn-boots. The latter he manned imme- 
diately, and, on the 30th, he sailed with them foi Syra- 
cuse, getting in next day. Ijearipg the Sicilian ressela 
to be altered and equipped, Preble sailed again from 
Syracuse on the 4th of June, and anchored ai Maha on the 
6th ; on the 9tb he again sailed for Tripdi. The ob- 
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jeCt of this third viait ma to trebt for the libération of 
the prisoners, preTÎoWy to commencing seriotls opéra- 
tions, it being unceitain what nught othérwise be the 
InfluêDCe on their tate. The efiorl was fruitless, but 
supplies were sent to Bainbridge, whoae condition waa 
much alleviatéd in conséquence. 

Mr. O'Brîen had heen sent ashore, to \reat for ran- 
Boia, on the ISth'June, and on the I4th Preble saïkd 
once more for Timia, with the Argus and Enterprise în 
Company, The consTil hàd sent him information that 
theBey was in an ili hmnor, and^eq^iTed'lookingafter■ 
The cesselfl reached Tunis Bay on the 19th. On the 
23d, Preble, aàtisfied his visit' would produce tts e^ct, 
sailed for Syracuse, touching at Malta onthe 24âi, and 
arriving on the 35th. The B8th was employed in 
sending' money and clothing to Bainbridgei and on the 
39th he sailed for Messina, arrivii^ July Ist. On the 
8th the Nantilus left Messina for Syracuse, with the 
two bomb Tessels under convoy, and on the 9th the 
Commodore foUowed, in thé Constitution, which ahip 
got in the day she sailed. July 14th, ï^ble saited 
from Syracuse for Malta, with the bomb Vesaels and 
guu-boats in cdmpany ; where he anchored on the l*h. 
Hère he completed his arrangements, and sailed witlt 
every thîng he coald bollett for Tripoli, on the Slat, 
arriving in dght of the place oR the. 36th July, 1804. 

By recuning to thîs .brief account, the foUowing ré- 
sulta will be discovered. Between the 2d of March 
and the 25th of July are one brtndred and ibrty-five 
days ; in this interval Preble put to sea nineleeii difièr- 
ent limes, as oAen reaching his point of deelinatitni, 
besides calling off Malta once, without ancboriog. 
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Althonglt bè actuttlly brought up on evetj one of t!ies6 
enlrances inio harbois, his visita to Tripoli escepted, 
on which occasion the ebip wbs usudly kept free of die 
gEOund, he pasaed aeveaty-foui dayg at anthn, qnd 
oeuly aa nuny under his canvtis. The «venge time 
of bis stops in port w&s lésa thon foui d&ys ; bis long- 
est détention was at-Molta, fourteen dajrs, wbere ha 
Vent for supplies, and when be was not the mast» of 
hia own time. Deduct this détention, as in ^t ongbt 
to be done, to form a pn^er estimate of tbe cbaiactei 
we wish to exliibit, with ten dap paased at tfaptes, 
oegotiating for tbe gnn-bo&ts, vrhea be liad to Trait for 
the movcràents of loyaltfi aitd bnt fift; days \rill re- 
main for nineteen visits to port, or less tban tbieedays 
for each visil. It may be queetioned if auy sbjp of tbe 
Oonstitatioti's size was ever more actively employed 
on duty of a simitar nature. - We know of no better 
IBnstratioa of PreUe's Beat character, tbm this bistory 
of the movements of hb ship for those fotir mont^ and 
abalf. Décision,' combinaticm, energy, unWearied ac- 
tivtty, and a clear txnilprebension of ef ery one of hié 
duties, are apparent in ail be did; Nor was tbe main 
ol^, of bpMing the Tiipditans cranpletely in cbeck 
tbe wbile, foi^otten. Their town woa vigorously 
bbckaded tbe whole time, and when Preble arrived 
with his aaaembled force, the people were abeaây be* 
ginning to feel the eSects i^ baving their «mmerce 
destrojred. 

It ia wOTthy of ^lerk, that Preble reBoited to no 
E^mriouB warfare, in al^ hîs prebminary measnies. On 
his severtd calls oS Tripoli, he had spécifie objecta in 
Ttew.-alid thèse he accompli^ed witboot any menaces 
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or parade. We cannot find thtf the Coiutitution érea 
scaled tier guna against the place, or that Preble ËreA 
a single shot at the enemy, from bis own ship, until Le 
came piepared to mak e wbi oa a scale as large -ai the 
ineans fumshed by hi> own goremment would at ail 
permit. It might be odded, even lai^r, aa be bad 
mateiially iocteased those means by bis own resourcësi - 
while be waa on ibe station. 

Pteble found bknaelf, on thé S6th July, befoie Tri- 
poli, wîth &Aeen sail, including everything he conld 
collect, riz., one frigatg', tbree brigs, tbree scboonen, 
two bomb Tesaels and six ^n-boots. On estimating 
tbis fotce, it will be found-that tbe Ameriçana bad at 
Gommand aîx long 268, twenty-two long ^ie, a few long 
l%-pou&deT8 on the Constitution's quaïteiHleck and ftffe- 
caatle, with sometbing like twenly light chase guns, 
eountiDg bH in' broadside. In otfaei words, it'was in 
Preble's power to biing about tweùty-eight long beavy 
guns to beat on thé castle, batteries, &c., at once, frith 
sometbing like twenty long light guns, Ge, Ss and 128. 
Tlie carronades could only be of ose aa against the 
«lemy's gunboals and other ciafl. The li^ 26s men- 
tioued wcre guns procnied by PreUe in SicUy, oïd 
wei« monnted in the Conalitutioa's wust, Ihiee of a 
aide. Altoget^ei, the AmeiiconB bad 1060 soi^ pré- 
sent. 

The meana of the Basbaw weie infinitely mon fiq^ 
midable. In addition to tbe advantoge of fig^ting be- 
hind aolid masonry, he had 118 {^isio baitery, moat 
of which were beavy, and nineteen gun-boats, that of 
thernselres^ tiuew a weight of shot almoet equal to tha 
liigate's broadside. la addition, be had a brig, two 
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achoonên and two buga gaUeys in the poit, ail of xt^ldi 
were aimed and folly rnanned. As ftii men, however, 
there was no want of them} the Ba^iaw's tioops, in- 
cluding: ail sorts, amountîng, «s was thonglu, (o a num- 
ber betweeit tircnty and thiity tlunuand ; a large f<nco 
luLTing been coltected ftwn th« iateiioi fc? the defence 
of the place. 

Preble was not able to ccme to' an anchor nntil the 
28th. This was harily done before it came on to blow 
fresh frcHn the northward, and the whole squadion was 
cfMnpelied to weigh, and to claw oS* shore. It was 
tbought at one time the gan-boata would bave been 
towedunder, but luddly tbe wind hauled, a circnm- 
Btance whkh allOwed lésa eail to be carried. The wind 
conânued to freaben, proring hdw wisely Preble had 
acted, and, on the 31st, it biew fearfully ; so Tiolently, 
indeed, aa to take the fiigale's reefed courses out of tha 
bcdt-ropes. There would ba.Ye been no bopes for the 
misérable little crait that had been obtained in Sicily, 
had not the wind contiaued to haiil, until jt made tbe 
coast a weather-«hore, wbich gare them Bmooth watet. 
On the Slst, the weather moderated, and the Commo- 
dore was enabled to coUeol his scattered vessels. 

Owing to ail thèse disadrantages, it waa August Sd, 
before Preble got t^ain in tent of Tripoli. By that 
time the enemy had sent two dividona of bis gim-boala 
outside of a line of rocka that stretches from the liole 
entiançe of tbe harbor quite near the galley-mide, for a 
mile (liagonally to seaward. No part of this reef, how- 
erer, lay beyond conptete protection from tbe fire of ail 
the woMj:», so far as that fire vas effiaent in itself. Aa 
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haa been m'enfiimed, thèse ciafl weie sepamied in two 
divisions, one lying neaj the eBsteia, or main Nitniace 
into the harbor, which wos ia a great measure fonoed 
by thèse rocks, aided by a naturai iadentatiaii in the 
coast, and the othei acta the western or little entiance, 
BO oflen mentioned, and which iiaa since become mémo- 
rable from the explosion of the ketch Intrepid, which 
subseqnently occutred at, or near, tfaie point. A tbird ' 
division lay just within the toclts, as a resenre, bnt ào 
placed as to beable to fixe through their openinga. The 
galleya were there alao.'- Thèse two divisions lay aboat 
half a mile asunder. There ia no question that the 
Tripolitana, judg;ing of the future by the past, fancied 
that thts disposition of theii âoating force would keep 
their vessels inside from suSèring by the fire of the 
^irierican shippin^. Their galleyg and remaining gua- 
boata lay just within the reef, quite wilhin sapporting 
distance. Preble did not-anchor, but a little after noon 
he laid hia own ahip'a head oS shoie, distant abotit a 
league from the town, and showed a signal for ereiy 
thing to pass within bail. Each commander received 
his ordera according to pievious instructima, the whole 
duty being Conducted with singuki regularity and pré- 
cision. The smali vesselâ manned the gun-boets and 
btxnb veasela, and in one hour every thing and erery 
body were reported ready. The Craistitiition theii 
woie ronnd, and stood in toward the town, leading the 
whole squadion. Half aa hour later the gun-boets cast 
off, and foimed in front of the sea-going crafi. This 
waa no sooner done than Preble rnade the signal to en- 
gage. £veTy thing «dranced, ibe gun-boats covered 
by ihe light cruisersi and the bomb vessels began to 
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thiow sheUs. The l«lteries replied, and then tke 
smallei sh^piug' on both aides joined in. 

Preble had otdeTed Decatur and Somers, who com- 
manded the American giun-boata, to atlack the diviaioi. 
of the enemy that lay neai the main or eastem entinnce 
tQthe haibor. Theie weie aix' large gun-boate at this 
point, aad they were the bithesi to windward as well 
as the mosl temoCe fipofa support, though quite within 
range of shot firom ail parts of the Works. 

Decatur's dirision of "boats, three in number, being 
to windward in the American Une, coald fetch into the 
point aimed, while one boot belongiog to Somers'» divi* 
sion did the same ; but Somera himself in one boat, and 
Lt. Bainbridge in another, both of the leeward dirision, 
weie not able to close to windward, and they tnmed on 
the enemy to leeward. One of Decatur's divisions, 
however, did not close in conséquence of some mistake 
in a sig^l. Tbe deaperate and remarkable ccaiâict 
that foUowed among thèse gun-boats hae been abeady 
■ described by us, and will be again in our sketch of 
Decatur's life, with farther détails, and we shall conse- 
quently pass oyer it hère. It is knciwn that three of the 
Tripolitans were boarded, and brought ont of their line, 
whUe the remaining boats were driyen in behind the 
rocks under the corer of theii own batteriea. 

While thia bloody hand-to-hand conSict waa going 
on close in with the tocks, the brigs and schooners en- 
gaged the division to leewai^i, and the division inside 
. the rocks, assisted by Somers in his single boat, who 
had no other means lo prevent his vesael trom drifting 
in among thç enemy, than to keep a few sweeps back- 
ing her off, ihrowjng giape, canialer and muaket-balla 
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The vxorapmyaig pinte will give b totenbly BccorBla notion of 
tUa dar'B worh. No. 1 il thaConititadonboreto; No.Sarstln 
American brigg and Bchooners ; No. 3 ïs Someisj No. 4, Bain. 
bridgB ; No. 5, Decalur attacking Lhe enemy ; No. 6, Tripolilsn 
gun-boatàj No, 7, Tripolitui gallarB, Îlc. The bomb kelchea 
weie loo fti lo ihe weatward to be broagbt mio the plaie. 
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the tfholb time, in ahowen, upon the Taries. Once or 
twice the division inside manifeated an intention to pass 
thiough the opening, and corne out to the assiHtBnce of 
their brethren, but tbe giape and canistei of the biigs 
and schooners as okea drore them hatA. Theae move- 
ments-were distinct and methodical, and easb time the 
repuise was the reault of signala from Preble himself, 
who did hia duty nobly t^at day aa a ceitunander-in- 
chief, having hia eye on ail paris of the liDe> and 
neglecting nothing. The Constitution was engag«d 
early, end ber owa fire iras kept up with a vigor that 
bas often been the anbject of piaise. Bhe seeined to 
control the fight, moving along jast withiQ range of 
grape, as the deity of the combat. She silenced ail the 
aeazeT batteries as she passed tbem, though they opened 
again as soon as she was out of lange. We bave heaid 
a gentleman, wbo was then one.ofthe prisoneis in Tri-' 
poli, describe ihe enthusiasm exciled smong tbem by 
tbe dajing and cool manner in which PraUe handled 
fais own ship on this occasion, l^eybad bot a sin^e 
window, in iho caatle where they were confined, which 
oomniau4ed a viçw of only a part of the scène of action, 
tbe end of the ncka Trhere Decatni engaged being out 
of a^ht^; but they beheld enQngb to £11 them aU with 
exultatioaanddehgbt. . WhentheConstitutionwasseeQ 
atandigg in, she was. delibenttely shortening sail, with ' 
the men on tbe yards, and eVery thing going on ae re- 
gularly as if about to anchor in a friendly pcHt, Then 
she edgedolfand let the Turks hâve it. In tbo course 
(rf ihe action, the sbip suffered a good deal, principally 
aloft. Prebîe himaelf had a very narrow escape, a shot 
coming in tbrough a stem-port asthè frigate was wsring, 
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Sst dûs was the time wben the Tuiià vcated aD ÛtâX 
spite on bei, and then is little doobt it wonld imve eut 
the Commodore in two, haà it aat strodc the breech. of a 
quartef'deck gnn, and broken into âa^oents. Luddljr 
it did DO other dama^ than to vound a mmine, though 
tbe fr&g^nentu fiew about a quaM«Mleck tbat was filled 
with raen. The ship had a beavy aba thnragh her 
maiamast, and ber main-iojral yard sbot awaf. She 
met with a gqod deal of other damage, thoogb it wm 
principally aloft. 

AAei corering the letteat ot hia bomb-Tess^, giiB- 
beats and prizes, with the GonaCituEkffi, Prable hauled 
off among tbe last, and rendezrousedi with ail his force, 
beyobd tbe range of shot. tiii commandeis then le- 
paiïed on boord the âag-sbip to make their lepoitar 
ijeceive their orders, and to leam, it> that centre (^ in* 
telhgeDce, the incidents and casualtiee of the day. It 
wae now that a stene occnzièd which it will not do to 
pus orerin silence, inaamnch as it ù cloeely connected 
with the pdraonal cbaracter of the subjact of this me^ 
moir, delin^ating bis good, as w^ as his bad qualities. 
Preble had made his disposition for thia attack wifh gKOt 
oare and préparation, and he anticipated lîoni it ereti 
more impartant results than it had actuaUy produced. 
In placing six of his gon-boats so near the eastem en- 
trance of tbe haibor, while the reat were either within 
the leef, of balf a mile distant) his enemy had made a 
reiy judiciotis disposition of bis force, to contend against 
attaeka similar to those which bad hitherto beeti made 
on the [dace in tbe courae of this war ; but one that waa 
very injudicious, when opérations direcled by Pieble 
andierecuted by Decatnr weie to be lesisted. The 
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«RiunodoK felt eure of seiiiii^ ail thèse baaU, and tbere 
is littie question thaï bis hopea would bave been realized 
but for unfoieseen accidents. Bomeis had got a littie 
bx»iu to leewaid, bis boat was an todiSèient saileri and 
lie and Bainbridge w«re prevented fnm fetcbiog; into 
this dirision, and w«re carapelled to engage to ieeward, 
BS bas beeo aeen, wbicb they did în the most gallaiit 
masser. A thicd boat, oue thm belangcd to Decatur'B 
own divisioii, did not cloee at ail, engagin^ at a distance ; 
h«i coninandei jostiiying bia couree on a subaaqnent 
inqniry, by showing that a signal of recall had been 
made from the frigate. Such s signal had actaally 
been hoisled by miatake, though it waa only for a 
moment, and it is probable the &ct served to increase 
Preble'a dissatisfection. The six gun-boats procured 
fnm the NeapglitanBwere of only twenty-fire tons each* 
tuid wère fit for nothing but harbor duiy, while tbosè of 
the Tripolitans wei« much larger, and vere built to be 
Wed nm tbe coaat. Thua, those tfaat were compelled 
to lemain in tbe oSng were ooilt prîncipally to reniain 
inside, whîle those (bat weie compelled to remain inside 
would bave done perfectiy well in the offing. The. six 
boats mentioned woujd, conseqnently, bave been a very 
important acquisition to the blockading and assaulting 
forcé; and Preble, properly appieciating the daring 
and enterprise of Decatur aiid his companiCMis, believed 
that in sending bia hz email boats against this ^vision 
he would become maater of the whole of it. Thèse 
boats, loo, were the only tropfaies of his viduay, the 
eâèct of his aitack on tbe batteriesi and the rest of the 
shipping, being less apparent and less captivatiag to the 
piblic eye. 



,,Gootjl>j 



316 HAVAL BIOOBAPH'T. 

Decfttar's exploit, in ilgelf, waa one of the most eztia- 
ordinary and brilliant in naral annala, bat it had obtained 
onljr hatf of the anticipated succesa. As a commander- 
in-chief Pieble looked to résulte, and in thèse hb had 
been keenly disappointed. It is probable, ihoreoTert 
tbat bis mind and aeoses had been too much occUpied 
irith the odier portions of the atiAing scène of ÛM day, 
to leave him niaster, by meana of bis ovm obseTvationg, 
of the précise difficulties with Trhich Decatnr had to 
contend, or the Bupremely g[a]lant manner in wbich he 
had ovetcnne tbem, 

Preble waa in the frame of mind ihat such ciicum^ 
stances would be likely t6 produce on a tempérament 
naturally sa fiery, and Vrith that teropeiament undoobt- 
edly much aggravated by the disease wbich so sood 
after terminated bis life, when Decatur appeared on the 
quaiter-deck of the Constilutïon to report bis acts, and 
tolearn the news, Uke moslof tbe rest of the command- 
ers. The yoaag man was in a roundabout, or in his 
fighting geai, jnst as be had corde out uf the combat ; 
htB fece begrimed with powder, tnmed to the teetb, and 
with bis breast covered with the blood that had flown 
fiom a wound RceiTed îd his ceLebrated enconnter with 
the captain of one of the two boats be bad taken, almost 
as it might be with bia own hand. At euch a moment, 
Decatur waa the centre of observation of ail on tbe qnar- 
ter-deck of Old Ironsides. He approached Preble in k 
quiet way, and said, " WeU, commodoie, I bave brought 
yououtïAreeof thegim-boats." ToDecatnr'sastonish- 
ment, and doubtlese to tbat of ail who witnessed tfais 
extraordinary scène, Preble seized his young subordi- 
nste with bolh hands by the collax, ahook him violently. 
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«a ane.wooM shidceaBà^ading boy, ind cried biltarly^- 
"Ay, âï, why did ytra not bring ma more^' At the 
iKxl ittetant Preble tumed, and diMppeaied in bis own 

. The whole thing had been bo suddeu, was so very 
di^Tent from what ererybody bod enticipated, and w&s 
at a. cbaiacter so rery unnanal for ibe quaiter^eck of 
a ahip of war, tbat ali.ivfaowitiieEs^ it were aatoimded. 
Decatur bimseif waa Btiongly eicited asd indignuit, and 
it ia aaid hs mada a spostaneous marement witb one 
band ibr the diik he wore in fais boacm. Tben be 
Afdered bis boat, and was ^Mut to qatt the Bhj[), Had 
fae been pennitted to kare the Coaadtution in tbat 
frame of miâd, il is probable fiaa conséquences of n réry 
iinpleasant chaiacier wonld bave Ê^oind. Decatur 
vraa tben a captain in rank.thoug^ he did not leam the 
fact until four days later, and bis equ^ty of commisaion 
wonld' bave been vËry Uk^ to render the dîSedlty 
more seiious. Down to th&t moment, bowereri he bad 
been accustomed to regard Preble as cne mneh fais 
superioi in degiee ; and it is not easy to impress on 
laymen the influence that lank poesca ee s in the military 
profeesioiifl. 

Tbe older officets présent crowded uoimâ Decatnr, 
and entieated faim to pause, and abore ail not to leave 
Uie Conscitutioii at that moment. They reminded bim 
of the notoriously fiery temper of tbe commodore, and 
aœured him that no one vould be more sorry for what 
had just occurred tban PreUe tunself, as aoon as be re- 
coreied bis aelf-poaaession. They called to his recd- 
lection that, to use their own expression, while they 
" deepised him foi bis temper," they ail respected the 
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commodore'a qualities u a cranmabdei, and ercn fais 
justice ia hi« cooler tncaneiUs. Decatuiwaa stjll in 
Buspenae surrouiided by Ma ftiends and old meaamates, 
when the cabin ateward came to aay, " Corn. Preble 
wiehed to aee Capt. I>ccaiur below." After a mo- 
ment's heaitation, Dacaini «omplied, aa indeed he was 
bound lo do ; sncb a requeet being uaoally conaidered 
aa an order (m boaid a nùn-of-war, coming froni a svt- 
perioi to an inferior. In a few minutes, an officer who 
could présume ou bis rank, and who felt uneaay at 
leaving the two together, deacended alio to tbe cabin. Hé 
found Preble and Decatur ierttfd very omicably, within 
a few feet'of egîcb otber, both ailent, and both in teara ! 

Explanaliona and apolc^es had donbllesa been made 
by Piebte, and irom that mommt ail Tras foigotten. It 
ia 10 the crédit of both parties, that the occunence ap- 
pean lo bave left no ranklin; in the breast of either, 
each ever aller doing fuU justice to the meritof the otfaer. 
Decatur, indeed, waa one t£ Pretde'e warmesl finends, 
and Bo conti&ued to the hour <^ the laUei'a -death. 

Notwithatanding the attack of the âd August fell 
ahort in its résulta of Preble's expectations, there is lil- 
tle doubt that it produced a deep impression on the 
Turics. The gun-boeta -of the latter trusted ihemselTes 
no EQore outside of the reef, and they got to be\eo shy 
that tbey would retire as «xai as they fbund the Ameri- 
can beats coming within the nmge of muaket-baltsi 
The Basbaw peiceived that he had a vigorous leader 
to oppoae, and hia notions o5impunily, hring where he 
^ in hia costle within maaHve walls, were materially 
impaired. 

As fer Pmhle, he puiaued hia .opérations with cha- 
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ittcterisdc vigor. The 4th, 6dk sod Stb, frei^ eio- 
ployed in allerin^ the lig of the captured boots, and in 
preparing them (o be brought into Une for futuie sei- 
tice. They were nombered 7, 8 and 9, and gi7en to 
Lts. Crâne, Caldwell and Thom.' Early on the morn- 
ing of the 7th, Preble made a signal for ait the light 
vessels to.wèigh, when thej proceeded to take stations 
that had been pointed out to them respectirely. The 
action did not commence until half-pagt two, when tha 
mortar vessels and the gun^^xtats opened on the bat- 
teries and town ; the latter irith good eflêct, thon^ the 
bomba, from Bome defect in their filling, asweli as&Dm 
the bad qualities of the recels, nevei appeaied to bb 
of much service. The Tripolitan g^leys and gua- 
boata made a demonatTation toward' paaaing the racks to 
corne out abd attack the American gun-boats, but tha 
latter were coVered by the Sires and ViTen,! while tha 
frigate, with one or two of the other TesaeU, lay to 
windward in a position to ojeiawe them. On one oc- 
casion this day, Stewart in uie Siten manifested an it^- 
tention to close with the en^ny'a gaBeys' without a 
signali for which he aAerward received a stern rebulce 
from the coœmodore, who was disposed to h(Ai hia 
whole command in hànd, like a akilful coachman ma- 
naging his team. It was ahnost as nnsafe ta rush iato 
the fight without orders fixnii Preble; as it would hâve 
been to run away. In a word, he was a commander-in- 
chief, and did ail the* duties of that teaponsible station 
as œueh in battle as at any other time, . 

It waa in this attack that No. 8, Lt. Caldwell, Uew 
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hàd Juted ooly an hour, but it had no eSect whatever 
on Freble's opérations. Every thing proceeded as if 
no niek calamJty.had occuired, and it dîd not in the 
kart IsBsen the weight of the American fire. He ai- 
lowed.the action lo continne two hours bager,'whenf 
Iheir ammunitimi being expended, he called the gun- 
boats qS by aignaL This was a haid day's work for 
thoM who were in the gun-boats, the latter aufièring 
cmisideiably, 'bssides ioaing one of their numbei by the 
explosioD. That evening Prebie wea joined by th^ 
J<^ Adams 28, C^, Chauncy, dii;ect îroca home. 
lliiKBhip, hcn^Ter, could not be breught wiihin range 
ctf the balteries, haying plaoed her guns in bei holdi 
and the carnages in othér vessels, in ordei to convey 
stores (0 the squadrctt ohr^y on the station. 

The arrÎTal of the John Adams produced a short 
pausQ inPreble's activity. Since the ttro attacks, the 
■Bashaw; had become atftre dispoeed to treat, and PieUet 
4n consequfiacQpf.lsaisin/thTOUgh his despatchea, ihat 
« Btrong. aquadion wouJd be likely to appear in a few 
days, thot^ht it wquld be mote in confonnity with liis 
duty to renew the negqtiations. The leeult, however, 
was not foitunaie, The Baahaw had conunenced 1^ 
denttudjng a Ihousand dollars a man, rânaom, and the 
cuatonia^ tribiite iç future. He now fell in his de- 
manda to âve hundred dollars a man, ransom, and 
waire^ the daiin to future tribute alu^thei. Pteble 
would not accède to eyen theae terUis, as he hoped the 
appeataace of the. relief aquadron would compel the 
Tripolitans to make peace on ihe conditions usually re- 
c(^[nised by civilized natîcins. , 
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During this informa tnice, Pïeble haj a -iery nar- 
low escape. . On the night of the Qth, he weDt on 
booid the Argus, and ditected Capt. Hull to run close 
in wlth ihé rocks, in order that he miglU reconnoitre 
the State of fhe port. This was done, hut the vessel 
hèiag seen, waa fired at by the batteries, and a heavy 
shot taked her bottom for several feet, glancing uader 
wattr, and ripping the plank out for half its thickness, 
An inch or two of variation in the direction of this 
shot, wonld hâve sent the brig to the bottom in a rery 
few minutes ; the injujy having been between wind 
and water, and of a nature that scarcely admitted of any 
remedy at the moment. 

Pieble waîted in rain for the appearance of the 
squadion, which Chauncy had told him he mjght 
houriy eipect, until the I6th, when he determined to 
renew hia opérations with the means he possessed. 
DespatchiDg the Enterprise to Malta, with directions to 
bave water sent to the squadion, he oïdered Decatut 
and Chauncy to recotlnoitre as close in as waa prudent, 
iii boats. Thèse officers fbtind that the gua-boats and 
galleys of the enemy were moored in a line betwoen 
the mole and the castle, so as to form a defence to the 
inner harbor, or galley-mole, being âanked and other^ 
wise s'upported themselves by the worics. An atlack 
vroûld hare been made the day that succeeded thia re- 
connoitering, but a gale of wind coming on from the 
northward, the squadron was obliged to quit ita anchors. 
When it had obtained an offing and waa lying-lo, it 
feil in with the supplies from MalCa, and learned that 
DO intelligence had been received from the expected 
reinforcement, This lasl infonnation cauaed Preble 10 
19' 
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decide.that lie would iconlinae bis opejatioiu with his 
own limited meaoB. 

It waa the 24th, tiowerer, befbie the weather pei^ 
mitted the squadiou lo st&nd in again tovaid the towii. 
The Constitution anchored in the eveoing jufit withont 
the diop of the enemy's shot, and sent her boals to tow 
tfae bomb-TeBsek to theii stations. Shelia were thnnm 
moat M* ihe night, the enemy not returaing a guu. 
There is no doubt tbat the vessels were anchored too 
fâr oW frwn their ot^ect, ^d that few of their r"""!** 
reached the points aimed at. 

On the 2Sth, Preble issued hie ordeis for a combiiied 
Bttack by his whole force. On this occasion, the Com- 
modore determined to lear^ his bomb-vessels out ofthe 
afiÈiir, and to go ta work with solid shol, and as close 
aboard as he could get. The gun-boats proceeded to 
their stations, by midnight, so that they were sooo dose 
in with the rocks at the eastern enlrance, where they 
had a partial protection under the leef, nell sssured 
the enemy's ^ma^ craâ would not daie to- corne neer 
them, after the lesson they had leceired in the a&ir 
of the 3d. The gun-boats were covered by the ArgiM, 
Siren, Bnterprise, Vixen, and Nautilus. Hère tbe 
former anchored, aod opened a heavy fire on the ship- 
ping and works. At daylight the Constitution weighed 
and stood in, the enemy's bfttteries immediately tuming 
most of tbeir attmtiou on her, as the lai^est and mœt 
formidable of their assailaots. Preble found his own 
eight gun-boats quite closely engaged with the siiteen 
that were left to the enemy, as well as with their gal- 
leys, and apprised that little ammunition remained in 
his own âotilla, he ordered it, by signât, lo withdràw, 
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whîle ba «ccupied the attention of its loeà with hk tnvn 
sliip. The frigate sotm saok one gun-boat^ diore two 
onahore and acatteiud the lest. 

Preble did not iaol off when thia important aerïicô 
was rendered, but atood on untij he was within musket- 
shot of the mole, where he faacked his top-sail and lay 
near an honi, gîving; and taking, unti] ail lus amall crafl 
were salely out of harm's way. Thi^ was piobably 
t}t« hotteat aSôir that had yet ocçuned. Ail the ves- 
sela were moie or lésa injuied ali^ oui nmny grape 
stnick the frigate-; still the latter had not a man hurt ! 
The Constitution toat ehrouds, back-etaya, tiuases, 
apnn^tays, lifla, and ^ gteai deat of lunning ri^ing 
was eut, while ber hull received very little damage. 
The Tripc^tana suffered a good deal, apd, among other 
aocidents that happened on sh&re, Capt. Bainbrïdge wae 
neai being killed by one o£ the ahot (^ his countrymen^ 
which penetiated his prison, coveiiog him with stones 
and débrii. 

No further attack occuired unlil the 3d September, 
the intexval having been empioyed in préparations. 
The enemy had not beeft idle, bw had got up three of 
their hoUia whieh had been eunk in the pieTÏous a^is, 
and had added to their ineanB of defeace in othei re- 
spects. Thejr had alao leamed stMne lessona.from ex- 
périence. Instead of remaining in front of the lown 
to airait the assault, a positicai whîch IocAl erejy shot 
that mieaed them into the place itaelf, they got under 
way the moment they saw the Americana in motion, 
and worked ap to the weslher side of their own harbor, 
under Fort English aad another battery in its neigh- 
borhood, where they had also the benefit of eome ex- 
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lensJTe ehoals to protéct them against tke brigs and 
schooners, ' 

This new disposition of the enemy's force compelled 
.Preble to make a corresixmding change in the dispo- 
sition of his own. The only point fevorable for'bom- 
baiding was more to the westward, while the enemy's 
fiotilla lay to the eastwari. The cominodore~ deter- 
mined, there/ore, lo send ail his Hght vesaels to engage - 
the Tripolitan flotilla, while he undertook the office of 
covering the bomb-veasels on bimaelf. It haring been 
flscertaJned thaï the range of the mortais was leas thaa 
had been supposed, the two regaetA were ant^red 
nearer than on the fomer occasions, which lelV them a. 
gooà deal exposed to the are of the batteries. 

Decalur, who was now a captaîn, Commanded to 
windward and presaed thé enemy cloeëly. The Tripo- 
litans atood his assault until the musketry began to (etl, 
when they letired more up the harbor. A part of the 
American boats presaed the letreating âotilla, while the 
rest, covered by the brigs and schooners, engaged the 
Works to windward. 

Preble now stood in with ihe frigale to cover hia 
mortar vessels, and running quite near the rocks he 
hove to, at a point whence he could bring his broad- 
side to bear on ail the principal works ; but, at a point 
also where no tess than aeventy guns, principally those 
that were heavy, could, and did beai on hira. The 
fire of Old Ironsides on Ihîs occasion greatly suipasaed 
that of any previoua atCack, and was quite in propM- 
tioQ to the exposed position she was compelled to oc- 
cupy. Preble threw more than three hundied roond 
shot at the eneray, beside» qnantities of grape and 



,r-tK><ii>j 



EDWAKD PBEBIiE. 326 

outùter, befin* be left hia positùm, haTing pnvimSly 
directed tha atnall.Teaaels to retire. 

In tke ftffiiir of the SA, tha gan>boatfi vkk an faonr 
in acticn, daiing whicb time they thiew îaai hondred 
lound Bhot at tbe enemy; areraging amoDg the'eight 
. ibe hige nomber of fifiy sfacX foi each gim. Wbea 
the American squadron retumed hone, a Spanish 
nominal six-andrtwenty, that belonged to ooe of tbe 
Tripotitan prizeB, was abown, whicb was said to bave 
beea loaded and âred in tbis action near seventytimes. 
as fiut aa ît could be aponged, rammed borne, and 
toocbed off. Tbe smtll vetsels ail soâ^ied moie or 
lesB aloft, as a matter of couiee, and tbe Argus received 
amae damage in faer hull. Tbe bomb-vesseU were 
mncb crippied : oné oTtbem was neai sinking, and abe 
had ail her rigging eut away. PreUe nas macb 
pleased witb the conduct of tbe whob squadnm in Ibis 
afflÙT. 

Tbe Constitution was nnicb exposed in tbe a^r ef 
the 3d Septembai,' and sbe did not escape alu^ther 
with impuoily, thou^ ît was wondeifiil that sbe was 
■0 little injured. Her oVm heary are probablyvakme 
pTDtected ber from TCiy serions datl^ge. Wben it is 
ranembered that sbe was c^posed to quite double the 
Bumbei of guns sbe could beneif bring to bear in broad- 
side, and tbat tbese guns were fought bebind masoniy, 
tbe readei will at once undentand tbe odds witb whicb 
sbe had to centend. Altbough sMae récent events that 
bave occuned in confficts betweea the âeets of the most 
dvilized Dations of Enrope and the water batteries of 
semi-dnlized, if not of aenû-baibarous nations, may 
lead the pubUc mind astiay on such matters, no tmths' 
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of (his nature are better estaUished thaa die iâct« that 
ahips cannot fîght forts where Uien ia a jnst pn^itîoa 
between tbetr respective forces, as well as «qoality ia 
other respects, aod that forta cannot etop sbJps uadsr 
stmilar circumstancea. 

In addition to this geaerat tnith, Prebte t^ oUiged 
to fight bis sliip uoder marked ditadTantagea. Tfae 
power of a ahip in conâicta wjth batteries on the abaxB, 
is best exbibited iwben she can lie so cloae as to eoable 
her concentrated fire to tell, and it is for tbia i^uon that 
the seamaR always wishes te get his vessel as near to 
the work he is to attack,.aa posBJble. Could the Con- 
stitution bare been placed in cloae contact tvith atty 
single work in Tripoli, there is little qijeetioa. that the ' 
close discharge of the tbirty guna she iben çanied ia 
bnndaide, would bave soon demolished tbat particular 
work, wbile tbe enemy coirid hâve brought onl; some 
eigbt or ten guna, at most, to bear on her. But sev6nl 
leasons eiisted why Prebte could not pnrft by this 
peculiar mode of securing advantogas to vessela. It 
would not bave done to risk bis single sbipi aitti^ed as 
he WB9 at sucb a distancé fnsn home, in so cloae a 
Btruggle with an enemy so povrerful. Then tbe reef 
80 oflen mentioned, reduced bim to the necesaity either 
of c(»Qing to very dose quartets vritbin it, or of givii^ 
the çastle. Fort Eugliah, and the otber batteries qf the 
Tripolitans, the great advaniage of oannonading bim at 
the distance of about a tulle ; the veiy range for shot 
that sucb worka would chocee in repelling an attack 
from a ahip, since tbeir own missiles would penetiate 
wood, wbile tbose of the vesael would produce a very 
diœiiuahed efTect on atone ^alla< In addition, a vessel 
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at that dietance, lying in front, would ptobably be ex- 
poaed to laost of the fîre nf the place, at the same 
moiDBnt. 

0$ the 3d September, the Constitution receired the 
whole fire of Tripoli, while ^e small vessels were re^ . 
liriag, and il is good cause of surprise tbat ahe hauled 
oS" herselt with ao little loss. Aa it waa, three shella 
paa»ed through hei canvast one of which hit the boll- 
nipe of tbe maintop-soil. and nearly tore the aail in two. 
Her TÎgging, botb standing and runniog, was much eut 
by shol, as were her sails generaliy, Most of.the 
damages, ^howe ver, were'tempoiïiily repaired durii^ 
the height of ihe action. 

Preble had now been just a mMilh befcve Tripoli, 
with his whole force. During this brief spaCe'he had 
made no lésa than âve attaclu on the place, four of 
which produced serions impressions. His own ship 
had been three times hotly engaged, rendering the most 
material service. Under (trdiuary men. this would 
hâve been thought sufficîenily active service of itsetf, 
but it would never hâve aatisfied Preble, had it been in 
Jiis power to do more. The tirae between the 7th and 
the 24th August, rather more than one-half of this 
month^ was toet in fruitless expeclatlon of the squadrou 
under Com. Batron, and by the occurrence of a gale 
of wind. Thua, in point of faot, so fiti as the énergies 
of the man were concemed, thèse five attacha should be 
considered as having occurred in fourteen working 
days. Even allowing time to repair damages, afler Ihe 
attack pf the 7th, seventeen or eigbieeD of thèse busy 
days would be a libéral allowance. We dweil on thèse 
ciicumslancea, as they aie dosely connecled with 
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PreUe'a chofacter, and demonstïate ita ene^jr. That 
it belonged to bis true character, ia further proved by 
the pause he tnade when Capt. Chauncy's arrivai gave 
him reason to suppose a stnmg reinforceiuent was near, 
for which he waited wilh patience, as laoat condncire 
to the true interests of tis country. Many officeis 
would hare beea aioused to renewed exertione, by the 
wiah of eamiag ail the laurels they could, previously to 
being superaeded ; but no sach motire influenced Pre- 
ble. On the contiary, he restroined hjs natmal diepo- 
sition to act, îoz the good of ail, and only reeumed the 
ofiènsire when he found that the fine season was fest 
passing' away in idlenesa. We see much to admire Îq 
Preblc's shiort career as a commander, but we see no 
trait wliich so diatinctly shows that he was goveraed 
purely by high and noble motives, as thia pause in ihis 
otherwise ceaselese activity of mind and movement, 

By référence to our dates, the reader will see that 
the two first attacks on Tripoli occurred within four 
days of each other, and the thiee last witliin ten. 
Even while making thèse last assaulta on the place, 
Preble was meditaCiug the bold and serious project of 
sending in the Infernal, as the ketch Intrepid was not 
unaptly teimed. '^e shall not go oVer again the dé- 
tails of this melancholy enterprise, which bave already 
been given in our sketch of Somers, but conSne oui^ 
eeives in the présent article tô the more immédiate con- 
nection of DUT subject with the event. 

The project of aending in a vessel like tbe Intrepid, 
to explode in the ianer harbor of Tripoli, in the midst 
of ail the shippingi waa doubtléss Preble's own. It 
wa3 admirably conceivéd, and the préparations for it 
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f^re made «ith the utmwt caie. The kecch had 
anired from Malta with a cargo of fiesh water, while 
tbe squadron was blown înto the offing, and she was 
no Booner discharged than arrangements were com- 
menced for ihîs imponant service. 

Preble gare much of lus own time and attention lo 
. the equipment of the ketch. Sfaners was with him 
repeatedly on the bnsine», and not only did Preble use 
much caution in iàsuing bis instructions, but hé ezpert- 
mented peisonally, witb poTt-firea and oth^r meanfi of 
fiiing tbe train, in order (o make sure that ail the cal- 
culations were strïctly accurate. 

Erea in recording thia, the saddest of ail ihe exploita 
w yet connected with American tiaTal enleipiise, wo 
shall be eicaaed toi diiecting tbe attention pf tbe reader 
to Preble's untiring activity. Tbe last assault on the 
town had been mada on tbe 3d of September ; the In- 
trepid was sent in on the nigbt of the 6tb, making, in 
truth, six attacks in a mouth and one day. The 
country knows, that it wf^ hoped the rësolt of thia àt- 
tempt would b;e to coerce tbe boshaw to treat as wkh 
an equal. Duriug tbe forty yearâ that hâve eince rolled 
by, no new light bas been thrown on the cause of the 
disaater. It ia a secret with tbe brave thirteen who 
Toinntetared to man the ketch, and who periahed to a 
man in the catastrophe. 

It ia certain that Preble, in hia officiai nanative of 
the éventa before Tripoli, a wetl-written, manly, and 
seaman-like communication, it may be said in passing, 
^ves it aa hia opinion that Somers and bis party blew 
themselves up, in order to pievent falling into the 
-hands of the enemy. He thought that one of tbe 
VOL. I. 30 
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laj^eGt Tn'poHttin gan-boats waâ missing nezt moiqiqg, 
and the people of the port were sean hsiiliag cm ehoite 
thEee others that appeared to be much sliattered. Frefp. 
tfiese ciicumstanees, Preble infeïred tbai the iaig» boat 
liad boarded the kqtch; aad that ihe otheis were ap- 
proaching to atutafn her, when Soima^ in cooiontàtj 
with a resoluticai pie.7iowly axpressed. btew himself 
np. PrebU leit the station 30 sobaaftqr the «ccunenqe 
of the e«nt itseir, as to Ifave hitn Utile opportunity to 
aecertain the ffiCtSi Bnà his leport waa Eoade eut aa sot^ 
as be got to Malta. 

There is little doubt that \he explosion of the {ntiepid 
was the resnlt of an accident, or w$a pnxJuûed by the 
shot of the enemy. The batterie» were fiiing lA the 
time, and the Cimatitutioii keeping well in the offing, 
to pterent auspicion, the shot from a gui\ innde tbe 
keUi might very well hâve hit its, objeci before its re- 
port leached the frigate, not having a tenth of the dis- 
tance ta go. Thèse circiimstances may ha»e blendod 
the two reports, that of the explosion aud that o[ the 
gun, in one. Some untoward accident may hâve oc- 
caned inboard. Had a shot pasged through the ketch 
and hit a nail, or a boit, it might very well hava pro- 
■ duced an explosion on boaîd a vessel into which powdet 
had been started in bulk. Tfae gun-boal that hlew qp 
in the action of the 7th August was ptobably etruck by 
a c<^ shot, although Preble natuially enough supposed 
it, at the time, to hare been a hot shot ; there being no 
othei proof that the Tripolitans used hot shot at ail. 

But the journal of Bainbridge sets at restthe ques- 
tion, so far as the loes of the enemy was concenied. 
He says disdnctly that the esploeion did no injuiy 
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wliatéyer. He' then enumeratefl the number of thé 
dead, and the pteces where ihey were found. "fliè 
dead weré just thîrteen, a^irespondihg exaclly With 
tlie nuAilfel o'f peraons in tbe ketch. Freble had in- 
tended that number to be only twelve, viz,, two officers 
atid ten'raen; but a thinl ofBcer, Lieut. Israël, smùg- 
glèd himselT on boaid the ketch, increa^ng the party 
by one. Now Bainbrid^ recôrdEd ail thèse parlicu- 
lars at the'tirae, and hefore he knew any thing of the 
charaçter of the ketch, who were in her, or any thing 
beyond the facta of the loBs, and the finding of thé 
Iwdies. HadanyTurksbeenkilled, thejrbodieswould 
sl^o hâve been found ; but thjrteeti alone were aacer- 
tained to hâve been destroyed. It is tnié that the 
bodtes could not be distinguished, some of them scarce 
rétaining the vestiges of humanity, lendeiing it diffî- 
cuk, in some of the cases, to say whether the auSèrei 
weié a Christian or a Mahommedan ; but the exact côir 
respondence of the number found, wilh the nnmber 
known to Imve been in the ketch, and the well àaceF- . 
tained tact ihat the Intrepid had not reached her point 
.of destination by'sevcial hiindied yards, would aeem to 
dispose of thé question entirely. I*reble was mistaken, 
, beyond a doubt. No Turk was injured, nor was any 
&mage done fo the shipping of the port. The gun- 
boata that were seen hauhhg up, were probably - 
Alinaged in the attack àC the preViôus day, and the one 
that bad disappeared mayhave shiAëdherberth, asoné 
locks the stable afler the horse has been atolen- It is 
possible that one of the boals nearest the ketch may ' 
hâve been auûk, but none of the prisonera in Tripoli 
appe&T to hâve heard of any damage whatever, that 
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waa dpne tbe eueiuy. A^ Dr. Cùwêxiy, in puticnlaz, 
WM permitted to go a good deal at large, and even 
Bainbiid^ got very accurate information throug'h the 
Danish Consul, it is hordly possible any seriouB damage 
could hâve been done, and. they oot leam it. ' 

Pieble's anxiety was iulenae, tbe whole of the night 
oT the 4th. On the moming of the 5thi however, his 
narrative-journal conunenceB with the foUowing cha- 
racteristic paragraph : " We were employed in sap- 
plyîng the gun-boats witb ammunition, &x., and 
lepairiQg the bomh-vessels for another attack," &b. 
The weather compelled him to relinquieh this design ; 
and on the 7th, the aeason showed so many évidences 
of ils character, that he ordered the guns, mortan, shot 
and shells to be taken ont of the Neapolitan ciaft and 
his prizea, and sent the vesaels themaelves to Syracuse, 
thu9 eâectually bringing the attacking aystem to adoee 
for that year. The John AdamS) Siren, Nautilua, and 
Eaterpriee, were sent to tow thèse craâ into port, leaT- 
ing Preble, in the Ctsistitution, with the Argus and 
Vixen in compuiy, to maintain the blockade. 

It ia impossible, to say what the lesources and energy 
of a mind like that of Preble's might hâve dictoted, had 
he remained long, with even this diminiahed force, near 
his enemy. Something he would hâve attempted, be- 
yond a question, though wë hare no due to his inlen- 
tioos, nor do we know that any were yet formed.' On 
the lOth September, or quite a month later than Preble 
had been induced to ezpect him. Corn. Barron hove in 
«sight, in the Président 44, having Ihe Constellation 38, 
Capl. Campbell, in company. Theie being now a 
senior officer présent, Preble qailed on the ISih for 
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Malta, where he soon after relÎDqniahed the coramànd 
eî the CotutJtution. 

Had tb«'tirrangemeiita for sending tbe reitiforcement 
been hiade aftei the govemment iras apprised of E'reble's 
spirited opérations befoie Tripoli, it'is probable some 
lAeans wonld bave been devised to leave him still in 
Gommand. The thing might hâve been done, easily 
enough, thongh thé excuse for sènding a senior captain 
wds the smathieBs of the liât. It is more probable that 
the sobcitations ôf officers al home, and the influence oî 
that principle whicb is so active in the country, rotation 
io t^ce, and which is sufficîently vicions as practised 
in civil aSiirs, but which is fiital to any thing like mîli- 
tary snccesa, on a scale large enough to meet the wants 
□r to stiisfy the pride of a gieat nation, weie at the 
bottom of the change. When Rodgere assembled hia 
whde force in the bay of Tunis, the succeeding year, 
thenthe laigest squadron that was ever colFected under 
the flag, he had but four captains présent, including him- 
self ; and by substituling the name of Preble for that 
of Bodgers, tbis force could bave been commanded by 
oneof thèse officers as well as by the bther. Tlie three 
junior captains, James Barron, Campbell and Decatur, 
wçre «11 younger than Preble. But thèse Ihings weré 
noi thought of at the time, and two seniors were sent 
out to the station, a ciicumstance that induced Preble 
tt> corne home. He accordingly sailed for Syracuse, in 
the Argus, which place he reached on the 24tb 8ep- 
tember. Finding Decatur hère, he ordered him to 
Malta, to take cbài^ of hia owii frîgale, feeling a deep 
gratification in being abie to bestow so fine a ship on an 
t^cer who had so briTliantly distinguished bimseif. 
W 
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Preble had Btilla gieot deal to4obefine lie leftthe 
Heditemnean, though reliered from hia command. 
HÎ8 accounU were to be eeltled, and they occupied him 
several weeka ; capecially as ttxe duty carried liim to 
Maha, Syracuse, Measina, and Falenao. Banan, tao, 
had occaeioç for hia serrices. Frebts had gcoe cm 
board the John Adams 28, Captain Chauncy, late io 
October, and having closed up hia a^intat PaJeimo, 
he sailed foi Naplea, December 2d, in order to Bsceitam 
if he could not obtain additional and better vessela, iioia 
tbe Neapolitan goremmenti for the enaulng seaacm. 
The negotiation biled, and be sailed. for home, Decem- 
ber 33d. The ahip called in at Gibraltar, and -riailed 
Tangiers, in order to aee if ail lemained tnnquil in that 
qnaiter. Finding notbjug to detoin him, the commo- 
doce proceeded on, anchoring at New York, Febniaiy 
. 26th, 180S. He rcpaired to Washington, with aalittle 
delay as possible, which place he leached the day oT 
Mt. Jefieiaon 's second inauguration, oi March 4th, 1805. 
Thus lerminated the cetebnUed croise of Preble, aller 
an absence from borné of only one year, six months and 
twelre days. Ita opérations baving been atated aiready, 
with sufficient minutenesa, it ramains only to add a few 
paitjculais, and to apeak of its eSects, not only on the 
country, and on the Barbory Poweis, but on the civi- 
lized world. On the country, the effect was to induce 
it to love and cherish its marine, of which it now became 
justly pioud. It WBS something for a nation, whosa 
political independence had not been acknowledged but 
cme-and-twenty years, ta carry oa a war four thouaand 
miles from home, and to make so deep an inioad npon 
what had been ihe settled policy of Europe for âges. 
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Preriously ta Preble'a quiuing his coaunaiid, the ba- 
shaw WBS willicg to relinquisti ail claims lo tiibute, for 
eTer, and, in the pegce th^t ahortly succeeded, this relie 
ni a barbaious policy was tatally abandoned. Tunis 
submitted to a eimilar provision, the aame year, and 
AlgieiB foUowed on the firet occasion. There ia no 
question that tbe gênerai abolition of tribute, and of the 
ayatem of making alavep of Christians captured in -vm, 
WBB but the direct conséquence of ihe vigoT and spirit 
manifesled by ï'reble befbre the town of Tripoli. The 
Pope, whose coaata were peculiarly expoaed to ravagea 
from the corsaira of Africa, and are lined by towera 
built eipressly to repel theii inroada, publicly déclare^ 
.that the Ameiicans had done more to suppiess the law- 
lessness of the Barbarians, l^a ail the rest of Christen- 
dom unjted ! 

The efièct of Pieble's discipline on the navy vas in 
the highest degree benehcial. No complainls were 
made of veseela uot doing their duty, in preaence of 
. the enemy, 88 so often happens in naval warfare. Hia 
squadron got into no confusion, and no excuses were 
heard of a want of préparation. He had inspired his 
âubordinatea with sucb a spirit, ihat the signal for battle 
waa looked for with eagemesa i and, once flying, every 
man knew hia atation, and he occupied it with certainty 
and despatch. Preble conunanded his squadron ; and 
so thoroughly waa every man in it sensible of thîa fect, 
that his overseeing eye was sufficient to ensure obé- 
dience. In this particuhir, no naval force was probably 
ever in better condition than the little squadron under 
his orders. When Preble left it, it was hke a band of 
brathcrs ; but, in a few months, it was torn to piecea by 
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&ctionG. It ts true tfaat a portion oî thèse c 
might hâve been the naturel conséquence of bringing 
together men ftom difièrcnt squadrûiA, but there is no 
question that Preble had the faculty of impartîng to his 
inferiors, such a sympathy in hia own ardent désire to 
advance the duty on which he was employed, as to 
place country before aelf. Nothing could be less alike, 
in thia respect, than the squadron Préble lefb behind 
him, on quitting Tripoli, and that which wna to be found 
there six months laler. ' 

The efièct produced on the Barbary Powers, îiy Pre- 
bfe'e service before Tripoli, as it was connected with 
the tieaties that aucceeded, bas already been idcident- 
ally mentioned. 3ince the year 1804, a trifling instance 
to the continry duiing the war with En^and exceptedi 
Ihe American name and American rights-have been 
respected on aU of that inhospilable coast. The ice 
was broken, and the Turk had leamed to respect ths 
pTowese of a distant, and, as he had imagined, a feeble 
people. England herself had not so great a name araong 
thèse semi-barbarians, aa that Prelde had purchased &f 
hjs country. 

It is proper to mention the loas with which Preble 
efi*ected so much. Between the 3d Angust, when he 
. fired thé first gun at the Tripolitans, and the 4th Sep- 
tember, when he may be said to hâve fired the last, ihe 
Ameiicans had only ihirty men killed, and twenty-four 
wouaded; making a total of Sfty-four cesualties. 
AmoDg the slain Were one master and c<nnmandei, 
four lieutenants, and one midshipman. Among the 
wounded, one captain and one lieutenant. Compared 
to the magnitude of the services peiformed, and the re- 
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avita obtained. thia may be token as a demomtratica) of 
tbe pradeuce aud .judgment mauifested Jo conducting 
the di&reat attacks. 

Wlien Pieble leA the station, the officera who had 
serred ubder him addiessed to him a letter, that was 
intended to convey theii high sensé of his character and 
serviceB. Such letters are ufually impiopeT, aud, in- 
deed, ought not lo )>« feceived ; but this originated in a 
generous motive — the fact that Preble had been auper- 
seded in conuoand appearing to cail for some teatimony 
iioin that quarter. The communication was short, but 
i( said ail that such a document could well say. Pieble 
waa not only not lîked at the commencement of the 
ciuise, hewBs ahnOBt hated, by many uader hÎB ordeiB) 
on acoouut of the hotness of his temper, and the tight- 
nessoftheband he heldoverthem. But if Preble were 
passionate, he was just. The merit of every man was 
ohseirèd, appreciated, and rewarded. Cdupling this . 
high feeling with hia military qualitiea, respect had 
ripened into esteem, and it may be questioned if the 
Commodore îefï an enemy hehind him when he sailed 
from Syracuse, the Tripohtans ezcepted. The letter 
in question was aigned by one captain, (Decatur,) fonr 
commandera, two lieutenants commandant, twenty-iouT 
lieutenants, five maafeTs, eight auigeons, five puisera, 
thiee marine officers, and the only chaplain theie was.* - 

* The natnei of ibs aeùîot office^ hare app«Med Bufildeolly oAen 
in ibis skelch lo reader ihem faïaîliar, but ths reader mij Uka a> 
know who vsre (bo younger lieulenants ihal aerveâ uiider Preble 
io (bia war. The; and cheir aubeequant fitee were aa followa, vil. : 

Gordon, died a caplaùi, I61T. 

Tathell, do. do. 1815. 

Elbert, died a lieuienaM, ISIS. 

MoiriB, now a coinniodore. 

Reed, diod a lioulenacl, ISIS. 
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At Washington, Prebk wb£ consulted hy the govfléfr' 
ment, and he recomraended it to build suitable b(»n^ 
ketches, and to cause some heavy gun-boota to be caa- 
stracted, especially in référence to ihe prestmt war. 
Both were done ; the dnty of superintendiog the build- 
ing of the kelchea being aasigned to himself. On in- 
qaiiy, finding he could not get the betches Teady in 
time for the ezpected opérations before TiipoU, he whs 
flutborized to purchase two sabetaotml ressels, and bave 
them fitted wjth mortars ; <thtis eXtending his dutyagaînat 
the enetny lo this country. The bomb-ressels and gun- 
hoats were sent ont in the spring of 1805, and afl bmt 
cme airived in safety; though peace was conchided 
pïeYiously to their leaching ihe station. This peaee^ 

DexMfi died a communier, 1618. 

Bennet, died a liauleoant, ISIO. 

Ntcholaon, lesignad, 1810, 

Lawrence, kiUea a captalD, 1813. 

Bunbtidge, died • caplabi, ' 1834. 

Thorn, blown un, 1810. 

M'DoTuugh died a commodore, 182S. 

Canall, icaigned a commandei. 

Maxwell, died a lieulenant, 1806.. 

BurroWB, killedamaatercom. 1813. 

SpBoce, diad a captsin, 1837. 

Van Schaick. reaigned, 1807. 

Trippa, dieda Ueuteituilcom. IBIO. 

Crans, oow a commodoie. 

Reed, died a master « 

Eid«Blf , DOW a c< 
, lïard, Teaigned, 

Haswell, £>. 1810. 

Maieellm, died, 1810. 

ThiM, of iheM tweniy-four lientenants, wbo seired under Pre- 
ble, between ihe 3d AiiguBl and tbe 4lb Seplember, 1804, onlj 
Ibiet remain in the nary, and onlf Ihiee aie believed lobe linng. 
Among the liât oT names tbat eigned ihe leltei to Pcebla, we csn 
discoTer but one moce (Stewart) tbat hae not departed for the otber 
world. Il ia much tbe eams eveu witb ibe midabipmeti, nol oae 
now remaining in service, ùnleas it be tbe présent Commodora 
Caaain, wbo waa tlienan acting maatei. 
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il shoald Derer be forgotten, was the conséquence c^ the 
spirited operadona of the summer of 1804 ; the. Tiipo- 
litans not deeming it'prud«tit to awail the résulta of the 
opérations of a force so much larger, in the suinmer of 
1806. 

Preble had receîved much kiodness frora Sir Alei- 
ander Bail, oae of Nelson's captains, who had been 
mode gOTernor of Malta. This excellent officer, and 
amiable, man, had espressed a wish to procure two 
fishing-amacks, of the American build, and Pieble took 
this occasion to purchase two, which were carried to 
Malta, and ddivered to the admirai, who received them, 
not as présents, but by paying for them, at their original 
coat. 

Preble had a proper sensibility on the subject of his 
being superseded, as well aa a just appréciation of the 
worth of Sir Alexander Ball's good opinion. He 
accordingly sent to that officer a c^y of the letler he 
had receiTed from the secretary of the Navy, wherein 
that high functjonary explained the neceatfty, or what. 
he conceived to be the necessity, of sending to the Me- 
diterranean two captaina senior to himsel/. In reply to 
Preble's letter. Bail aaya — " I hare communicated this 
to ail I know. They join me in regretting that an of- 
ficer whose talents and professional abilities hâve been 
justly appreciated, and wbose manners and coiaduct 
eminently fit bim for so high a comtnapd, should be 
remored ftom it." , 
k In another letter, in reply to a communication of his 
thanka for services received from Preble, Bail says — 
"I beg to repeat my congratulations on the services 
you hâve rendered your country," &c. — "If I were to 
ofièi my humble opinion, it would be that you bava 
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done well in not purehasing a peace witi money — a 
few brave men hâve been sacrificed.but iheycouidnot 
hâve fallen in a belter cause ; and I conceiTe it better 
to risk tnore lives, than to submJt to terms ifaat might 
encourage the Barbary States to add fresh demanda and 
instdts." 

Preble'a eiertiona and services were not forgotten 1^ 
the nation. Congress voted him, and, through him, to 
the oiSceia and men wlio bad served ander his orders, 
their solemn tbanka. It also voted a suitable medal in 
gold to tbe Commodore, and swrards to various oSceis, 
who bad ■ dÎBtinguisbed themselves in tbe diffèrent 
a&irs. As tbi's resolution waa approved by the Presi-, 
dent, March 5tb, 1 805, on tbe day aAer F -eble leached 
WasbInglon, it must bave been so timed in order to 
give him a suitable, and no doubt a most gratifying. 
greeting on reaching the seat of govemment. 

As for the natiou itself, ils réception of Preble par- 
took of noqe of those noisy démonstrations of joy that 
hâve attended the relum of other succeasful officers ; 
but bis services made a very deep impression. The 
cbaracter he hod acquired, tbjough deeds tbat demanded 
more of intellect than is usual in tbe mère combats of 
(fhips, partook of its own pecnliarity, and he waa re- 
garded as an officer wbo had manifested some of the 
higher qualities of bts professicai, rather than simply as 
a bold and skilful aea-captaîn. 

The impression made by Preble at Washington 
would seem to bave been particulaily fevorable. hf 
1806, if not earlier, JeSèrson ofièied bîm a seat in his 
cabinet, by wishing to place bira at the head of the 
Navy Department. It would seem that there is no 
doùbt of this fact, as well as tbat the offér waa subse 
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qaeaày lenewod. Thfl Piesideiit had becrane aenaible 
of ths neoeasity of a considerabJe uavy, and wished te 
reo^anize that of thjs couoUy uodet tbe advice of an 
(^c«r of whoni he had formed so feromble anopinioD. 
Pietde, at fiist, dwlined ; l|ut aerenU office» of ntnk 
nrging Jiim to acc^t, among the foremoet of wliom was 
Decatar, be feb dia|>D6ed to comply. 'Had it not beea 
Ibr tbe stàle of bis health, vhkh now begao to give 
w«7 ntnoudy, tmdei the deiangemenl of the digeatire 
o^ans, it is gupposed he would bsTebeen Jtut at the 
heod of the depaitment in question. In maldng up his 
mind to aocept this ciril appointaient, wfi hare no 
Msani of ïnowing whether it was, or was not, the in- 
tentioD of Preble to lay down bis CMomisBion aa a aea- 
officeT, As he alwaya manifested a atnHig attacbmeat 
to bia original profession, it is probable he woiild hare 
tetained his rank in the navy, there being nothing aon- 
traiy lo law, or nothing inccnupalible in tbe datie», in 
placing a soldier, or a sailor, at the bead of bia own 
particular branch of cirit control, but mucb tbat is to 
the contrary. . Caniot, when only a captain of engi- 
neers, directed tbe moremeutB and organization of ail 
tbe ormies of France, retiumng to hia modest rank, 
after tbe duty bad been admiiably performed. It is to 
tbe crédit of both Jefferaon and Preble, that when tbe 
former ofièred, and tbe latter consented to accept a seat 
in tbe cabinet, the two were oppoeed to each other in 
tbeii pdidcs. The good of the nary was their cnninon 

111 health, bowever, prevented Preble from rendering 

thia addiiional service to bis country. His malady as- 
aumed the character of a wasting consumplion, and in 

TOL. J. 21 
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the Bummer of 1807, the sympUau becsme fio olonpiiig 
BB to give cause to apprehend an eoily and a &tal 
teminatioQ. His lut remedy sppears to bave been a 
■hoit trip to aea, but it piored of no avait, and in AuguEt 
he returned to his native place, Poitland, to die. Tfae 
btolher nezt him in yean, who waa aiso a eeaman, 
thoug-h ia the mercbant service, was the cloeest in feel- 
ing of ail Pieble'a hlood relations. Thia brother al- 
tended him mucb in hia last illness, and to ihis IffMher 
were Pretle'a last woids addtessed. They weie — 
"Give me your hand, Enoch— l'm going — give me 
your hand." His death occnrred August the 26th, 
1807 ; and, consequently, when be was just tumed of 
fbtty-fiiz yeais of âge. 

Goimnodore !^ieble left a widow, who Btill survives, 
■nd an only child, a son. Tbis child vraa a mère 
infant at bis facher's death. He was subsequently 
educated at one of tbe Eastern collèges, asd at Gottingeo 
in Germany. When he reacbed ihe proper âge, go- 
venunent sent bim the appoiatmenl of a Eoidshipmaii, 
but it was declined for bim, by his mother. This son 
still survives, and may perpetuate the line of his dis- 
tinguished parent. 

In person, Pieble, lilce bis fatber and most of his 
family, was a man of impoaing présence. He was 
about six feet in height, tbough latber of an active than 
pf a large frame. Still be was aufficiently muscular, 
and the style of bis personal appeaiance was a union 
of gentlemaU'Uke outline, witb size and foice. In uni 
fonn, be was a striking figure. His countenance varied 
with his feelinga, and altogether be wouid be cousi- 
dered, in an^ part of the world, a man of mark. 

Much bas beea said of the temper of Preble, and 
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HMoe allusion haa been made to it heie. Ceitainly it 
ynm bad, in the ordinaiy meaning of the teim ; though 
disease had probably a fiill share in producing it. By 
nature, lie was quick, and in early life impetnoua even ; 
but he waa said to be afièctimate and kind in ail the 
domestic relations. His friends were mucb altached to 
him, abd no tnan of a bad heart caa aecure the love of 
intimâtes. Many anecdotes are told in coimection witli 
thù qtiiclmess of temper, one of which was ciiculated 
with ntuch guato by tbe yonng men of his squadron, 
who had sufTered themsdves, frran time to time, by his 
Inirats of passion. Tbe vessels had not a snfficient 
nombei of médical mea, and Pieble was induced to 
engage a Sicilian, to whom he gave a temporary acting 
appotntment, as a surgeon'a mate. This peison was to 
a^st in, or to take chaige of, the hi3spital eataUished 
at Syracuse. Wben the prellminaries were settled, 
dte doctoT inqutred if it would be proper for him ta 
irear a uniform. To this Preble answered, ceitainly ; 
it was ezpected that erery officer should ^pear in the 
lireiy prescribed by law. It was underetood the doctor 
wcmld eqnip himself, and retum neit day to receiTe bis 
ordera. At the appointed hour, and while Preble was 
in his dresaing-^wn shaving, an oScei was ushered 
in, wearing a ricbly laœd coat, a cocked bat, and tioo 
epaulettt». At fîist the commodoie coiild not Tecognise 
diis penonage. He aaw the American butcon, but he 
himeelf was the only man on the station authorized to 
wear two epaulettes. Gommanders then only wcne 
one, on the right sboulder ; and lieutenants, one on the 
left. After bowing, and looking his surprise, Preble 
recognised bis Bicilian sui^^eon's mate in ibis exag- 
ginated guise. Terrible was the bnrst of passion that 



,,Gootjl>j 



S44 KATAL BIOOBAPBy. 

fUlmrad ! PrebU pTofoandl;^ defeired U> mjlîtary tbdIe, 
9nd was vety patticulaF io ieq>ectiiig atl ils cltûniB. 
To hava a SîcilJaii aurgeon's mate thus desecrale a 
captuB'B uoiform waa more than Ile could Btaàd; and 
tiie Teiy fiist outbreak of liia paaiion set the poor Bi- 
cUian on tbe juinp. Preble gave chase, in the bope of 
helping hîm dovm etain, by a posterior application, and 
the scène is said to hâve corne ta iu cliniaz in the street. 
The man was so ft^htened aa nsTer to rrïum. 

But thèse weie înârnaities thaï sinlc into inaignifi- 
cance when we c(Hne to consider the higber qualitîes 
çf Pieble. His career in the présent navy was so 
short, and the gieater portion of it kept him bo mnch 
aloof from the body of hia brotker office», that we mnst 
look to sotne unnsual cause for the grent inânence fae 
obtained while living, and the iasting renown he bas 
Iph attached to his name, now he is dead. If the few 
days passed in nsits, during whîcfa ncAhing ostensible 
was done, be excepted, Preble was only forty-two days 
before Tripoli, altogethet. In that time be captttred 
ûothiug.ezcludiog: the tfaree gon-boats taken in the fint 
attack, noT did he meet with any of that brilliant suc 
cess v^lich curies away men's îmaginationB, making 
the lesalt the «de test of mei^t, withont legard to the 
means by which it was obtuned. Btill it may. be 
questioned if any other name in American naval annals 
bas as higb a place in the eatimatioa of the better class 
of judgeS) as that of Preble. Decatur petfonned maay- 
moie brilliant penonal exploita ; tbe rictory of M'Do- 
nough, besides standing âist on die score of odda and 
magnitude, posseaaea the adrantage of bringing in its 
train far more important immédiate conséquences 'dian 
any other naval achievemem of the country ; yet it amy 
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be donbted if the intelligent do nbt give to Preble a 
place in the Bcale o( lenown, stiU higher than that oc- 
capied by either of thèse heroes. Hull broke tbe 
chann of a long-cstabliahed and impoaîng invîncibility, " 
jet no man competmt to judge of merit of thia nature, 
wonld think of compaiing Hull to PrebLe, though the 
latter viitiially nergr took a ship. Tbe namea of 
neither Lawrence, Boinbridge, nor Perry, will ever be 
placed by the diaciimûtating at the aide of that of Pre< 
ble, though tenfold more bas been writlen to exalt the 
lenown of either, than has been written in behalf (^ 
Preble. They, themselves, would hâve deferred to the 
Buperiorily of tbe old Mediterrauean commodore, and 
neither would probsbly dream of placing liis owu name 
on a level wilh that of Preble'a. Chauncy, out of ail 
question, occnpied the moat arduous and responaîhle 
station ever yet filled by an American naval com- 
mandeT, and Preble never performed more gallanl Per- 
sonal 'deeds than Chauncy, or ahowed higher resolnticHi 
in face of hie enemy ; yet Chauncy always spdce of 
Preble aa men name their admitted superiors ! Paul 
JcmeB alone cou claim ta be placed on the aame éléva- 
tion as to Tesouices and combinations, but few who are 
famiUar with ti^ détails of the éventa connected vrith 
both, would think of placing even Jones fairly at Pre- 
ble'a eide. There was a compactneas, a power of corn- 
bination, an integrity of command, and a distinctbesa 
of opérations about Preble's mémorable month, that 
Jones' juatly renowned cruise did not exhibit. It trill 
be vain to contend that Jones' materials were bad, and 
that hia tnferiors could scarcely be called bis subordi- 
natea. There may bave been niuch truth in thia, but 
31- 
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Jones' cnuse abavred high lesolutioa tuid &E-reaclûiig 
jiewB, lather than ,the ability to control, cotahiae aaà. 
înfiuence, the qudities that Preble eo eminently pos- 
. sessed. Landais would uevei hare deeerted Pteble 
twice ; he would bare bad him out of bis sbip and 
Dale lu his place, for the finit oâènce. Siewait, who, 
with a singularly equal tampei, has caught bis old 
conunander's tact at makiog himself obeyed, wouid 
hâve managed to get the FreDchman out of the Ailiance 
before he had eâèctedone half of ihemischief ofwbicii 
he waa the cause. 

There caa be Uctle douht that some portion of Pter 
ble's réputation is owtqg to the i^ace he filled ia the 
prder of time* as connected with the formatûm of tba 
présent marine; Thia of itself, however, would not 
hâve built up a permauent name, and the subsequ^t 
explmta of M'Donough, Decatur, Lawrence, BiddLa, 
Blakely, &c., would bave been certain to tbrow il ia 
the shade. We must look to someching more than thia 
priority as to tinte, for the crédit dut subject bas ob- 
taiued. We think the solutitm of the diffîculty will be 
found by maldng the brief analyais of bis serrices, witfa 
which we shall coootude this sketch. 

Preble waa sent inio a distant sea to act agninst an 
enemy who waa but little understood al home, and 
under instructions from a cabinet th^t gave itself 
acaicely any ccecem about naral opeiatiaoB of any 
sort. The moet that can be saîd of the oavBl adminis- 
trayon of thia country for the firat ten yeats of tbe 
century, is to admit that it was libéral to the t^cers, 
and suâicienlly well dispoaed to cairy out the laws ; 
but, as a directing spi(îl capable of wieldîng the force 
committed to its care wilb activity and intelHgence, it 
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did not thenv not haa it since ezistedin any emergency. 
In an intellectual, professional sensé, the navy haa 
ecarcely had a head, nor is it likely to poeaess one 
while the setecliorui of ils cbiefs are made from among 
Btate-'CouTt lawyers, es-masters of raerchant reasels, and 
polidcians by tiade. 

Under euch circumstancea, an officei is sent wich a 
Tery insufficient force to con^I a prince of Barbaiy to 
conclude a pebce on honorable and equal tenus. The 
small vestels plttced under bis orden, though admiiably 
adapted lo blockading Tripoli, were of very little ser- 
vice in making attacks on the place. Had Decatui 
never quitted his six ponndeT schooner, the Ekiterprisej 
we probably should not hare heard of her name in con- 
neclim with this war. The same is trne of Somera 
ànd the Nautilus. In a word, the use that conld alone 
be made of five of the sii Tessels Preble posaessed in 
the moment of action, was to blocbade the pc^ to cover 
his ôotilla, a power oreated solely by himsolti and to 
eiùpby their officers and people in euch service as he 
could create for them in emergencies. Uaefu! as thèse 
litt)e cruisers might be, and were, in certain portions 
of the duty, ihey were of very Httle acconnt as part of 
the aasailing force. 

Inanfficient as were hia means originally, Preble waa 
met, even before he had reached the scène of actitm, - 
by the unpleasant tidings that thèse means were di- 
miniahed quite one-third, throagh the accidentai loss 
of one of his frigates. Not only did this loss subtract 
from his own force, but it added almost in an equal 
degree to that ofthe enemy. The Philadelphia was a 
stoat eighteen pounder frigate, and nsed aa a âoatJng 
baitery only, and equally well foughi, ahe would bave 
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proren ahnost a connteipoiae to the only battering sUp 
Preble dow had. This he saw, and he took his mea- 
auies early to deetroy her. The instructions gives to 
Decatur on ihat occasion, prove how fuUy PreWe"» 
mind wae impresaed with ail the contingencieB of sach 
an enterpriae; how clearly he foTesaw succees, and 
how far he wished to improve it, The possibilîty of 
converting the Intrepid into a fire-ship, was calculated,* 
and ordera gireo accordingly, The sudden ahifUng of 
the wind rendered it impossible to profit by this hint ; 
but the order itaelf shows how fully and conipiehen- 
sively Preble undetstood the matters he had in hand. 
Decatur vnta otdered to take fixed ammunition for the 
Pbiiadelpbia's guns, and to use them against the town, 
flhould it be in his power.' He found thèse guns loadedi 
and the fiâmes drove him ont of the ship ; but they did 
a part of the diity <^ gimners for him. On the destruc- 
tion of this ship depended the succeas of the approoch • 
ing seasoD, in a word, and Preble Laid his plan and 
chose his agent accordingly. The Bucceea was as much 
his, as Buccess ever belongs to the head that concetvea and 
combines, when the hand is not employed to exécute. 

This accomplished, Preble commenced that scène of 
active prepaiattoQ of which we hâve already endeavored 
, to gire the reader some idea. Nearly ail the ayailable 
force that could be employed against TripoU. was to be 
created four thousand miles Irom home, with one hand. 



* In bis inetruclians la Decslur, Preble uaea ibese worde. lii : — 
"Mske yoat reirem good with the Intrepid, if possible, iiiilM«yo« 
ton maie her lie mfanj of destnying the enemy't veitelë tfi tht 
hartm; bg cotaierlnig her tHta a firt-âip far that pnrpoi». and re- 
treatiitg in ymir baUê and Ihote of lAe Siren, Yau mail laJit 
\jixed ommunition and apparatm for the frigalt'i eighteen paund- 
tri; Biiâ^ymean,v>itiinitTiiktagtoemuâ,ytiui»asiiuieiaiirta 
nuiti thon the inilrumfnd qf dtetrudion to the liippmg and ia- 
tian'ê tatile," 
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wMle the diantisfied Barbary States weie to be heM in 
oheek with ihe otber. 

This scène of preporatoiy activity ended, the aew 
one began, of atlackiog stone walls and s stroiig fiotï^ 
with a dn^le &igate ; a twenftyfour poimdei ship, it is 
true, but aupported only by aiz very badly consiructed 
gun-boals. The batteries had many heayy pièces, and 
tbe three boata captored on the 3d August, mounted 
oaminal twenty-sixes, which thiew shot that weighed 
tweiity-nine pounda. At ihis time ail the heavy Ame- 
rican shot fell two or three pQundâ short of their nominal 
weight. Against thèse odds, ihea, Preble had to coa- 
tead. Neverthel^heh^hisadTBntagea. Hisenemy 
poaaessed no accurate gunneis, and were otherwise 
defidenl in the resources of an advanced civilizaticm. 
Undei thèse ciicumstancesi Preble riaked juet as much 
as was prudent. So nicely bolanced were bis more- 
ments between extrême asdacily and Ihe moat waiy 
and aeaman-like caution, that we never find a Ttssel of 
any sort ezpoaed without a snffid^t object, or, an 
accident excepted, ezpoaed in rain. Hia opeiatiras 
commeoced, uothing checked their vigor but the most 
discreet fôrbeaiance. When Barron waa hourly ex- 
pected, he panatd with a magnanimity that in itaelf 
denoted a high and loyal chaiacter ; but when the dire 
calamity occuired to Somera, and when Caldwell was 
blown up, he went to work the oext honr, as it might 
be, to push his operationâ, just as iî nothing unasual 
had occurred. Under the most disadvontageous dr- 
cumaUnces, and with cruelly insufficient roeans, be 
lowered the pretenaiona of his enemy one half, in ten 
days, and had brought them down to nezt.to noihing by 
the end of a monthl We say cruelly inaufficient 
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means, for, in efièct, the Constitution altme, whh hèr 
thiity guns in broadside, bad freqnently to coutend vith 
iBOre tlian a hundred guna in batteries. 

Bnt, no better circumstance can be cited in favor of 
Preble's profesaional character and conduct, than the 
hold he obtained on tfae minda of his oScers. Person- 
ally, tbey had much to induce tbem to dislike him ; yet, 
we cannot recall an instance in which we hâve ever 
beard one of them tind any &nll witb the least of hia 
morements. Ail seem to think tbat every thing that 
was done waa done for the beat. We hear no ccan- 
plaints of injudicious or unreasonable opérations ; and 
what is stiU more nnusual in combined movements, <^ 
commanders who did not d» theii wbole duty. In- 
equality of conduct and of seirices ia one of the com- 
monest occurrences in ail extended opérations, by sea or 
land. We hear taies and anecdotes of this sort, sa con- 
nected with McDonough's and Peny's Ticlories, as- 
connected with Chauncy's various manœuvres and bat- 
tles, but none in relation to Preble and his command. 
Every man in his squadron knew and felt that he was 
govemed ; though jt ie not improbable that Preble waa, 
in a degree, aided in the exercise of tus authorily, by 
the fact that an entire grade existed between his own 
rank and that of ail of his commandeis. A etrongei piac 
tical argiunent in bvor of the création of admirais cannot 
be cited, than the manner in which Pieble held ail his 
veaselg in hand, during his opérations against Triploi. 
Still bjs own_ character had the mos| connection with 
the result ; and even Eo ihia hour, old-men who hâve 
since conunanded squadrona ihemselves, speak of hia 
discipline with a sbake of the head, as if they still felt 
iti influence. 
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Follow Freble fnnn his scène of gloup to bis native 
land, E^id we find him appreciated by muky of Ût» 
bigbest intellects of tbe TepubJic, His mind was u W, 
eren aciosa the Atkntic, ia arranging future operaticms 
agttinst the enemy ; and ao ijkuch was his advice 
esteemed, and bis coutisel co^eted, tbat be is finally 
iiiTited to préside over tbe.branch of the public service 
to wbicb be belonged. Sucb would' bave beea bia des- 
tiny had not deatb interrened. 

One caunot but regret that Fieble did not survive, 
wilh ail bis powers, until aAer tbe occurtence of tbe 
last î^glish war. Nothing was moFa apparent tban 
the want of combiualion and intelligent wielding of 
force on tbe Atlantic, tbat was exbibited throughput tbe 
whale of tbose important years ; and we cannot but 
think, had Preble's capacity and energy been brougbt 
. to bear on the service, he would bave sbown sranetbing 
more than brilliant Isolated combats, as the resuit of 
even the smali means tbat could bave been placed at 
his conticJ. He woold tben bave been second in rank 
in ihe navy, as to ail practical puiposes, and rauat bave 
been intrusted witb one of tbe largest squadrons. Hia 
last moments were said to hâve been embiltered by re- 
grets fox the aJTaii between tbe Léopard and Chesa- 
peake, and he alwaya retained a sort of tevolutionary 
prédilection for meeting' the English, 

Preble's influence on the dJscipbne of tbe service was 
ofavaluable and lasting nature. Unlil bis lime, tbe 
men of the "présent navy were little accustomed to act 
in concert, and soine of tbe previoua attempts bad not 
been attended witb very flattering résulta. Officors 
would obey at every bazard,.it is true, as Stewart did 
when be went to sea in the ExperimenC, towing out his 
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main-mast aftn him, in consequenw of a pétulant ordei 
5om Truitun, but they iiad not been tanght to repreas 
their own aidor, to yi^d theii own opinions to those of 
tfaeÎT superioTS, in face of an enemy, in order to présent 
a combined and arailable front, uotil Preble gave tliein . 
the aerere, but salntary lesson. 

It is probable that ihe niamie of thîs countiy, long 
ère the close of thia century, wili become one of the 
most powerfU the world bas yet aeen. Wilh a rate 
of increase (bat will probably coiry tbe population of 
the nation up to sixty millions, witbin the next ûfiy 
yetus, a commerce and tonnage that will be fully in 
proportion to thèse liumben, no liairow policy, or apu 
nous economy, can well prerent sucb a reeult. In thaï 
day, when the opinions of men shall hatre risen in scnaa 
measuie to the level of the stupendous facta by which 
they vrill be suirounded, the world will see the.fleels 
of the republic, feel their influence on its poUcy, and 
hear of the renown of admirais who aie yet unborn ; 
for the in&toated notion that wars are OTer, Î8 a chimera 
of speculatire moralists, who réceive theii own wishes 
as the inductions of reason. In that day, ail the eaiiier 
facta of the national career will be coUecled with care, 
and preserved with vénération. Among the brightest 
of those which will be exhibiied coimected with the 
deeds of that inlant navy out of which will bave grown 
the colossal power that Iheo must wield the trident of 
the seas, will stand prominent the forty days of the Tri- 
poUton war, crowded with events that are inséparable 
tnm the name and the renown of Edward Preble. 
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